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- PREFACE "TO THE FIRST EDITION. 


Taz following Appeal is affectionately addressed 
to the American churches of every denomination, in 
the ar op that the subject-of which it treats, is - 
of incalculable importance to the conversion of the 
world; and in the hope, that the plan of union pro- 
posed, is accordant with the spirit of the divine Mas- 
ter. On the American churches, s0 happily exempt 
from all entrammeling alliance with civil government, 
"God 8eems specially to have devolved the duty to 
review the history of his visible kingdom, and, in- 
structed by the lessons of former ages, to adopt'an 
organization which will arrest the intestine strife of 
Christian brethren, and unite all their energies in 
effective efforts to extend the, triumphs of the cross 
to every nation upon earth ; an organization, which, 
whilst -it will restore the church to the substantial 
unity of the apostolic age, will also preserve that 
unity throughout the whole extent of her predicted 
triumphs over the heathen world. 

The writer feels it alike due to himself, to his s8ub- 
ject, and to those of whom he asks a hearing, to state 
that th@&%entim@nts of the followin g appeal were not 
hastily adopted, but are the deliberate result of a 
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conscientious Study” of - 1 $abject, first urged on him 


by providential circumstances about twenty years 
ago, and frequently since pursued by .extensive in- 
vestigations. into the organization. and experience of 
the church in the different ages"of her history. "In 
presenting these results, he sought the utmost brevity ; 
and yet, as the: popular reader was also contemplated, 
gome observations and Statements were neces8arily 
| Introduced, which would be superfluous, were he 
writing for the learned alone. 
He now commends these pages to the candid and 
indulgent examination of «those that love the Lord,” 
of every name. "He requests them to test the senti- 
ments advanced, not by their ecclesiastical standards, 
which are the work of uninspired though good men, 
but by the law and the testimony, by the inspired 
word of God. Let them solemnly inquire, whether 
the Protestant churches, organized and operating on 


the plan here proposed, would not approximate much 


nearer to the apostolic church than they now do, 
whether they would not act much more efficiently 
and harmomously in advancing the triumphs of the 
cross in the heathen and papal world, and whether 
we might not even hope again to 8ee the days, when 
Surrounding observers will exclaim, © See how Gare 
Christians love one another.” 

If much 1s to be effected in this great enterprise, it 
mast be through the cooperation and influence of re- 
ligious editors and other prominent individuals in 
every denommation of the Christian church, by the 
public expression- of their opinions, and bythe dis- 
cusson of the subject in ecclesiastical judicatories, in 
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theological mstitutions, and by individual congrega- 
tions. The writer therefore requests editors of reli- 
g10us periodicals and papers favorable to the object, 
whose dimensions admit of it, to transfer to their 
columns, unaltered, the entire plan itself, in one or 
several articles, including also the Apostolic, Protes- 
tant Confession, and the mode of operation. He 
also particularly commends this Appeal to all « So. 
cieties for the promotion of Christian Union,” that 
exist or may be formed in our land. And most of all 
would he commend it to the blessing and disposal of 
that divine Saviour, from a desire to advance whogse 
glory, he trusts these pages proceeded. 


S. $. SCHMUCKER. . 


Theol. Sem. Gettysburg, 
March 26, 1838. 
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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 


Taz writer, having been encouraged by a number 


of highly respectable and influential brethren, to 


publish a second edition. of the Appeal and Plan of 


Union, was also__advised to procure a number of 


testimonials in reference to the proposed plan. This 
was deemed necessary in order to call the attention 


_ - of the community to it ; because the Christian public 


Seems to have settled down in the persuasion, that no 
plan of a-feasible nature can be devised to heal the 


dissentions among the disciples of the Saviour. Such 
_ testimonials have, therefore, been prefixed to the 


work ; and.it 1 is intended from time to time, to add to 
their numb: Several of them contain 8ome valu- 
jar sentiments of their authors, and thus 
the writer intends to accumulate a mass of testimony, 


which cannot fail to confer influence on the proposed 


plan, and arrest the attention of the churches. Nu- 
merous additions have been made in this edition to 


- $trengthen the positions taken; and the whole 1s 
again commended to the blessing of Heaven and the 


favor of the Christian community. 
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FRATERNAL APPEAL. 


CHAPTER 1. 
The Obligation of Christian Union. 
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Wuzr the sincere and unsophisticated Christian 
contemplates the image of the church as delineated 
both in theory and practice by the Saviour; and his 

apostles, he is charmed by its delightful spirit of unity 
and brotherly love. When he hears the beloved dis- 
ciple declare « God is love, and they that dwell in 
love dwell in God :” and again, « Beloved, let us love . 
one another, for love is of God, and every one that 
loveth 18 born of God, and knoweth God :?? « He that 
loveth not, knoweth not God; for God is love :?? and ' 
again, ** Beloved, if God 80 loved us, ve ought also 
to love one another.” « If any man say I love God, 
and hateth his brother, he is a liar; for he that loveth 
not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love 
God whom he hath not seen? And this command- 
ment have we from him, that he who loveth God, 
love. his brother also.” — When the Christian listens 
to declarations as these, and numerous others of 
Similar import ; when, forgetting things as they exist 
around him, he brings his, whole soul under the in- 
fluenee of this leve to God and the brethren; he per- 
ceives the moral beauty of these Sentiments, and finds 
his heart vibrate in Jeli htful unison with them. ' But 


when he awakes from this fascinating dream and be- 
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of Methodists, of Episcopalians, of Baptists. But he 


day, which are relenting from 
' ganization and sectarian asperity. 
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holds the body of Christ rent into different divisions, 
Separately organized, professing different creeds, de- 
nouncing other as in error, and often times, 
hating and being hated ; his 8pirit is grieved within 
him, and he asks how can these things be among 
brethren ? To the sacred record he turns his eyes in 
vain for the sectarian parties which now constitute 
all that is 8een"of the church of the Redeemer; he 
finds nothing there -of Lutherans, of Presbyterians, 


8ees that when the formation of snch parties was at- 
tempted at Corinth, Paul deemed it necessary to write 
them a long letter, and besought them by the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, to have no divisions among 
them. The_Christian 1s therefore constrained to 
mourn over the desolations of Zion and to meet the 
Solemn inquiry, cannot a balm be found for the ulce- 
rous divisions which deface the body of Christ ? 
Many such hearts there ha ppily are at the present 


"rigor of party or-, 


that 8acred flame which wartns them, and bids them 
strive to r for the conversion of a world, also 
melts down the walls of partition, which might well 
enough keep Jews asunder from Gentiles, but was 
never itted to s8ever one Jew from another, and 
much less ought now to separate a Christian from his 
brother. Many are pondering these thi in their 
hearts, and asking ought brethren to be thus es- 
? ought Ephraim thus to envy Judah, and 
Judah to vex Ephraim ? 'Their number too is multi- 
plying. Brotherlylove and christian liberality are on 
the whole progressive, and tender increasing ties, 
whilst they urge the imperious obligation of this in- 
quiry upon every enlightened and sanctified intellect. 
Happlly many of the ablest heads and noblest hearts 
in m- feel ealled to review the ground, 
which the Protestant churches have been led to as- 


aume, partly by option, partly by inconsideration, 


love r Christ,* | 
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and partly by the eoercion of circumstances. The 
guccessful prosecution of this inquiry demands the 
casting off of the prejudices of education and long 
establisched habits, a recurrence to the elementary 
principles of Christianity, of - christian' doctrine, of 
christian government, of christian duty : and the men, 
be they ministers or be they laymen, who would re- 
gard this subject with indifference, or dismiss 1t with a 
gneer, may well inquire whether the love of Christ 
dwells in them. In this great concern not selt-interest, 
but the interest of the Redeemer's kingdom, should 
be the motive of our actions ; not victory, but truth 
should be our aim. | 

In this incipient stage of our discussion, we would 
premise a few prineples, or draw a few lines, by 
which the general course of our investigation may be 
recognized, and the results in some degree be antic1- 
pated at which we $hall arrive. It is admitted, 

a) As one hous& cannot contain all the Christians 
in the world, or in'a7particular country, there must 
necessarily be ds houses of worship. 

b) As all Christians wt a particular country cannot 
be incorporated into one congregation. to enjoy the 
ordinances of the gospel; and to execute the-duties of 
mutual edification, supervision- and discipline ; there 
must be different congregations, as there were in the 
days of the a ; whatever may be the -proper 
principle for their construction, and the proper bond 
for their union with each other. | 

c) We premise as a point conceded, that all the 
Several denominations termed--orthodox, which are 
but clusters of snch- different congregations, are parts 
of the true visible church of Christ ; Þecause, in the 
concientious j nt of all enligtitened Christians, 
they hold the essentials of the gospel scheme of faith 
and practice ; and secondly, because the Saviour 
himself has acknowl them as such by the seal 
of his grace, and Spirit. « When James, Cephas and 
John perceived the grace that was given to me,” 8ays 
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Paul, to the Galatians, « they gave to me and Bar- 
nabas the right hand of fellowship.”” And where is 
the bigot, who at the present day, would claim his to 
be the only true church, and thus repudiate all others 
as Synagogues of Satan ? 

d) As these denominations hold dissentient views 
on: s0me nonessential points, it is demonstrable that 
all except one of them maust entertain 80ome error. 
For of two contrary opinions only one can be true. 
But the pretension that any one sect is right in 
all things, and all others in error 80 far as they 
diverge from this one, is highly improbable in itself, 
is forbidden by christian humility, by.a knowledge of - 
human nature, and by the amount of talent, learning 
and piety in all the several churches. Hence some 
error, in-all-probabllity, is an attribute of each sect. 

* e) Finally, we premise that ministers and laymen, 


. though pious, are fallible, are 8anctified but in part | 
._and liable to temptation from secular motives and | 
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, even in things pertaining to the Redeemer's 
kingdom. . Hence they are all under obligation to 


review their course of thought and action, and ought 


to be willing, for the glory of their God. and Saviour, | 


to. retrace and amend whatever may be found amiss. 


reader. With a deep impression 'of its importance, 


its claims are urged on your present attention. 


Under the presumption therefore that in these di- 


versities of opinion we are all more or less in error, 
right that the body of | 


let us inquire whether it is 
Christ should on account of these diversities, be rent 
into 80 many different parts, under circumstances cre- 
ating different interests in each, and strongly tending 
to alenate their affections, and dissolve that bond of 
should be united ; -or. 
whether it is the duty of Christians to endeavour to 


' heal  these divisions, and promote unity among all 


| Chap. 2: 9. 


This obligation devolves alike upon the writer and the | 
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whom they profess to regard as disciples of Christ. 
The will of our divine Master will become pg r 
to us whilst we successively consider, 

The Scriptural injunctions, 

The example of the apostles and primitive Chris- 
fians, and 

The consequences which these divisions produce. 

In the wealthy and corrupt city of Corinth, a chris- 
tian church had been planted by Paul, watered by the 
eloquent Apollos, and blessed by him, frem whom 
alone can come any genmne increase. In this church, 
it 8eems, there appeared 'symptoms of the spirit of 
Sectarianism, that spirit, «© which now worketh”? not 
only « among the children of disobedience,” © who have 
a name to'live whilst they are dead ;*? but which often 
mars the enjoyment and tarnishes the graces of the 
members of Christ's spiritual body. The Corinthian 
brethren had long been familiar with the s&veral sects 
of heathen philosophers and religionists, and -by a 
natural transition were led. to array themselves into 
parties according to some religious differences which 
aroge among them. Some said « I am of Paul,” pro- 
bably because he first laid the foundation of the Co- 
rinthian church ;* others said «I am of Apollos,” per- 
haps on account of his guper1or eloquence; and ot # 248 
said «IT am of Cephas,” either because like Peter, 
they . cherished Jewish predilections, or were con- 
verted by him elsewhere. Here then was an attempt 
to introduce different sects or rehgious denominations 
into the church of Christ, ranged under different 
leaders 8uch as Panl, Apollos, Peter, Luther, Calvin, 
Zuingh or Wesley ; and what are the feelings of the 
noble-minded Paul? Does he approve of such a 
course? Let us hear his own words, my brethren, 
and pray that the spirit of our lacerated Master may 
enable us to. understand them. «I beseech you, 
brethren, by the Lord Jesus Christ,”* (by the hope 
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8ame mind and in the 8ame judgment. For it hath 
been declared to me concerning yon, my brethren, by 
them which are of the house of- Chloe, that there are 
contentions (ev) among you : namely that every one 
of you  saith,” either, <1 am of Paul? (he is my 
leader), « or Iam of Apollos, or I am of Peter, or I 
am of Christ. Is- Christ,”” (i. e- the body of Christ) 


" <qivided? (Was PaulP? (or either of those whose 


names: ye as8ume and whom ye wish to place at the 
8ide of Christ as leaders or heads of the church) 
« crucified for you? Or were ye baptized into the 
name of Paul”? (or of Apollos, or of Peter, so that ye 
were received into their church, and not into the 
church of Christ ?) © I thank God,” (sﬆnce ye thus 
abuse the privilege of having been baptized) « that I 
baptized none of you except Crispus”” (the ruler of 
the 8ynagogue) © and Gaius” (whose hospitality I 
enjoyed whilst at Corinth); 80 that ye cannot with 
any s8emblance- of truth allege, that I baptized you in 
my own name and thus formed a peculiar sect of 
Christians. 

Such is the owerful-and: decided testimony given 
by the "ane: 7aat apostle Paul, against the spirit of sec- 
tarianism. Ought not every-man who believes him- 
self a Christian: to feel the force of this rebuke and 


 ask, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do to heal thy 


wounded body ?. The apostle does not even intro- 
duce into his argument the points of diversity among 
them, on acconnt of which they were arraying them- 
gelves into different parties. *. The simple facts that 
they. were baptized into Christ, and into Christ alone, 
L e. were members of the church in good standing, 
and that Christ must not be divided, are the only ar- 
guments which he deems requisite to prove the im- 


propriety of their divisions and of their assumption 
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of different names. He would have them"Christians 
and nothing but Christians ; not Pauline Christians, 
nor Apolline, nor Cephane, nor Lutheran, nor Cal- 
vinistic, nor Wesleyan Christians, not because- he 
had- any antipathy to Apollos or Peter; but because 
any such divisions based on difference of opinions 
or personal attachments naturally tended to rend 
asunder the body of Christ. Let it be distinctly re- 
membered then, that the argument of Panl for the 
unity of the Redeemer's visible church is twofold ; 
first, he maintains that this unity and the impropriety 
of divisions on party-grounds are evidently presup- 
posed by the fact, that all its members are baptized . 
into the name of Christ alone; and secondly, from 
the fact that all divisions based on difference, are 
equivalent to dividing the one body of Christ. Nor 
does he here affix any limitations to these principles, 
and no uninspvrred authority is competent to prescribe 
any others than 8uch as may indubitably flow from 
other insprred declarations or from the obvious nature 
of Christianity itself. The ' apostle Paul therefore 
distinctly forbids the cutting 'up of those whom he 
would acknowledge as Christians at all, into different 
parties or 8ects. And this he does even by anticipa- 
tion, for in all probability, these parties had not yet 
fully separated from one another, nor renounced 
eccles1astical inter-communion. Yet there were m 
the apostolic age, as well as at present, men who 
claimed to be Christians, but whom this great apostle 
was unwilling to acknowledge as suwch, and com- 
manded *<« after the first and s8econd admonition , to 


reject. 2” 
In the passage, © A man that is a heretic (<igermir 
@Sgorw) aiter the first and second admonition reject,” 


the apostle himself limits the application of the prin- 
ciples above urged on the Corinthians, by showing 
oo NIN he forbade the -——_— of 8ects or 
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of Paul merited this punishment, he d 
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divisions among Christians on the ground of differ- 
ence, yet there were occasionally persons. in the 
church, who if incorrigible, deserved to be cast out 
of it altogether. The crime which in the j ent 
tes by 
Enghsh lan- 


the term heretical Cd, which m the 


guage distinctly refers to one who denies a funda- 


mental doctrine of Christianity. The origmal word 
also sometimes seems to have this sense ; but more 
frequently it .signifies a schismatie, one who makes a 
division, or forms a sect. In the former acceptation, 
the passage inculcates the salutary duty, acknow- 

ledged and \ provided by all the orthodox churches of 
Oo land, excluding from their communtron and 
from membership, those who deny a fundamental 
doctrine of the gospel, that is a doctrine unitedly be- 
lieved by all the orthodox churches, and regarded as 
essential by them. Some denominations would ex- 
ercise $till greater rigor, and exclude from their com- 
munion the believers of doctrines held by such ﬆ1ster 
churches, as they professedly and sincerely regard as 
churches. of Christ. But Paul wholly repudiates 
those divisions - grounded on diversity of sentiment, 
which would render it possible for a brother Chris- 
tian, when ejected from one portion of the Saviour's 
church to find admission to.another. At all events, 
the church in his day was not thus divided, and those 
whose excommunication he enjoined, must m his 


profession. The apostle's rule, therefore, as limited 


by himself, would be that we onght not to separate 


from our brethren, for any error which we beheve 


them to entertain, and which does not in our most 
conscientious judgment deprive them of all claim to 
the character of Christians. 

The primitive mmport. of the Greek word aigwx 
(heresy). is selection, choice. Thus it is used by 
many ancient Greek writers. 'The following 
af Aeschines Socrat. (Dial. IL. 3.) amounts, if not ta 


judgment have forfeited * all claim to the Christian 


”F 
”—_— 


— 


% 
wool. is - 4. owt ' 
C24. Tl ae WOT A GE IGR *i eo PSS a WE WAY. - 


Screptural Injunctions. 17 


— 


K—_—C 


a definition, yet to the most appropriate exemplifica- 
tion of this sense of the term : «4 mh ou ditim aiperry wow, 
wirpo & Goiaum, In this s8ense we also meet 1t in the 
Septuagint ;- (Lev. 27 : 18 and 21) as equivalent to 
m1 free will, voluntarily. It 'is also employed to 
designate a peculiar kind of discipline or mode of 
tving, that has been voluntarily assumed. But its 
more common 81gnification? is schtsm, diviston, ect. 
Thas Dionys. Hahic. (Ep. IL. ad Ammaeum. c. 7:) says 
of Aristotle : « He was not the leader or head of a 
school, nor did he form a $ect of his own (Wn: 7xaic 
mv uc, on Hay Tereums aipoin,)” It 1s used by classIic 
writers to designate the several philosophic sects, the 
Stoics, the Epicureans, the Peripatetics, etc. It occurs 
nine times in the New Testament and in the majority 
of cases it 1s translated sect in the common verslon. 
In the other cases it might with equal propriety be. 
rendered in the same way,? as indeed it is by many 
distinguished translators. In' its primitive and most 
current signification, therefore, the word (aixws) con- 
veys no. reproach. It is used to designate the sect 
of Pharisees,* the sect of Sadducees,* and the sect of 
the Nazarenes or Christians.” In all the passages 
where it is rendered sect in the common verson, 1t 
8Ignifies a party of persons who have separated them- 
gelves from others professedly pursuing the 8ame 
end, over 'whom they profess to have some advan- 
tages. Here we haye sects substantially correspond- 


| Rogenmilller defines aipzrx thus : Aipzowe vox, per se media est, 
_— significat dem quod 7xioua; ed res- 
tringitur ad ea dissidea quae fiunt ex opinionum diversitate, 

2 2. Pet. 2: 1. 1 Cor, 11: 9. | 

* Acts 16: 5: But there arose up certain of the 8cct (zipzou) of the 
Pharisees, who believed saying, that it was needful to circumcise them, 
and to command them to the law of Moses. -Acts 26: 6: The 
Jews know me from the beginning if they would testify, that after the 
most straitest 8ect («ipzwr) of our religion, I lived a Pharisee. © 

4 Acts 5: 17: the high priest rose up and all they that were 
with him, which is the 8ect (aiprx) of the Sadducees, 

s Acts 24; 56, 14. 28: 22. 
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graphical lines, but on doctrinal diversities like our | 


own, and yet Jinn does Paul 8ay concerning s8uch 
sects in the church: of -Christ ? Using the very same 
word by which he designated the sect of the Phart- 
Sees, (1 an adjective form,) he declares : Him that 


78 @ s8ectarian man (aiperraciy WrSpanrcy) AN OT] tor Or 


supporter, of sects in the christian church, after the 
first and | 8econd admonition, rezect, exclude from 
your communion and intercourse, avoid. Here we 
ve the apostle again distinctly condemning the for- 
mation LG Sects in the christian church, using the 
very identical term. by which the Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees are des] | in the New Testament and the 
geveral sects of their philosophers by classic Greeks. 
' Again, in the third chapter of his first epistle to 
the Corinthians,* Paul denounces such divisions in 
the christian church as « carnal.” « For, (ﬆays he) 


— Whereas:there is among you enyying and strife and 


divisions, are ye-not carnal, and-walk as men? Far 


_ while one saith Fam of Paul, and another I am. of 


Apollos, are ye not carnal ? 5 How then can divi- 
Sions essentially swmilar, among modern Christians, 
be pleasing in the sight of God? In his letter to the 
Galatians,? this same apostle classes these heresies or 
divisions among © the works of the flesh.” He be- 
Seeches the Romans) to. * mark,” (oz-miv) attentively 
to observe, or watch those, © who cause divisions 


and offences, contrary to the doctrine (or rather the - 
instraction or advice) which ye have learned : and 


avoid them,” But it would an endless work to 


| Present all the passages, in which the sacred volume 
meulcates the unity of the church, and deprecates its 


disruption into s8ects. Let one other passage termi- 
nate this branch of our argument. To. the 8ame Corin- 


———— — — — — — — —c 


i Ver. 5,4. 
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Apostolic Example. 9 
thiens, | he says: « For as the body is one, and hath 
many members, and 'all the members of that one 
body, being many, are one þody ; 80 also 1s Christ. 
For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, 
whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be 
bond or free; and have been all made to drink mto 
one Spirit. For. the body is not one member but 
many.—Now they are many members, yet- but one 
body—That there skould be no schism mn the body ; 
but that the members should have the same care one 
for another.”** It would seem then to be irreststibly 
evident, that the unity of the church ought to be 
sacredly preserved by all who love the Lord Jesus; 
and without stopping, at this stage of our investiga- 
tion, to ascertain all the precise features of this unity, 
which will hereafter appear; 1t is evident that the 
union inculcated by the apostle, is such, as is incon- 
Sistent with the divistons which he reprobates, and 
such divisions &bstantially are those of the present 
day, which are all based on some- difference of doc- 
trine, forms of government, or mode -of worship 
among acknowledged Christians. 

Rut the obligation of Christians to preserve the 
unity of the church, is evident from the example of 
the apostles, of the apoetolic and subsequent age. 

It would be snperfluous to affirm, that no one of the 
apostles, or . their: fellow laborers -established any 
gects uw the christian church. 'The bare supposition 
of the contrary is absurd and revolting to every mind 
acquainted with the inspred record. Yet what am- 
ple ground was there for such a course, if it hat-been 
regarded lawful? There was difference of opinion 
among the apostles, and difference among: the first 
Christians: but neither was- rded as a cause for 
schism or division in the church. Paul differed from 
Peter and disapproved of his conduct 80 much that (he 
Says) © at Antioch I withstood him tothe face, for he 


112: 13, 2 See also Eph. 4: 3—6, 
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was to be blamed :** yet neither of them dreamed of 
forming a sect for the defence and propagation of his 
distinctive views. Paul and Barnabas differed about 
their arrangements for missionary operations, and 
when the contention grew sharp, each took as fellow 
labourers those whom he preferred, and thus prose- 
cuted the work ; but it never entered into their minds 
to form different ects in the church. / In the apostolic 
age there existed differences of opinion and practice 
between the Jewish and Gentile converts, far greater 
than those which divide some of the religious denomi- 
nations of our land, (the former enjoining circum- 
cision? and other ceremonial observances) ;j* yet they 
did not divide the church, into different sects under the 
guidance of the apostles. On the contrary the apostle 
enjoined mutual "organi * Ons. man (says Paul) 
esteemeth one day above another : another esteemeth 
every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded 
in his own mind. He that regardeth the day, re- 
gardeth it'unto the Lord ; and he that regardeth not 
the day, to the Lord he doth not regard it—But why 
dost A judge (condemn) thy brother? or why dost 


. thou 8et at nought (despise) thy brother ? for we hall 
_ all stand before the judgment Seat'of Christ.+ Nor 


_ ed any schixm_ actually arise from: these differences 


till the apostles had gone to their rest, when in direct 

position to this advice, the Nazareans, in the reign 
of Adrian; Separated from the body of Christians, who 
however 2px disapproved of their conduct. It is 
certain too that during several hundred years, there 


_ continued tobe persons in the church, who exhibited 


a lingering attachment to the Mosaic ceremonial ob- 


. 8gervances, yet they were not excluded nor advised to 


form themselves into a separate 8ect. The observance 
of the Lord's day or christian Sabbath was unt- 


Opp — —— _ 
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yersal ;' but some Christians d Several centuries 
continued_ also to observe the Jewish Sabbath as a 
8acred day. The time for the observance of Easter 
was another point of difference and even of warm 
controversy ; yet excepting s0me-. intolerant indi- 
viduals neither party seriously thought of dividing 
the church or disowning their brethren on this 
ground. 2 Had these differences existed in our time, 


| On the subject of the primitive nc of the first day of the 
week as the christian Sabbath it may not be uninteresting to adduce the 
testimony of Justin Martyr, who was born three or four years after the 
death of the apostle John, in his Apology for the Christians, presented to 
Antoninus Pius, A. D. 150. He says: * On the day which is called 
Sunday, all whether dwelling in the towns, or in the villages, hold 
meeting, and the memoirs ("Arun rwuzra) of the” apostles and the 
writings of the prophets are read as much as the time will permit ; then 
the reader closing, the person presiding, in a speech exhorts and excites to 
an imitktion of tHoge excellent examples ; then we all rise and pour forth 
united prayers, and when we close our prayers, as was before said, bread is 
brought forward, and wine and water; and the presiding officer utters 
prayers and thanksgivings according to his ability (cov duvaur Gvro) 
. and the people respond by saying Amen. A distribution and participa- 

tion of the things blessed, takes to each one present, and to those 
absent it is 8ent by the deacons. Those who are prosperous and willing, 
give what they choose, each according to his own pleasure ; and what 
is collected is deposited with the preaiding officer, and he carefully re- 
lieves the orphans and widows, and those who from sickness or other 
canses are needy, and also those that are in prison, and the 

that are residing with us, and in short all that have need of help. 4s 
all commonly hold our assemblies on SunDar, because it ts the 
day on which God changed the darkness and matter and the 
world ; and Jesus Christ our Saviour, on the same day, arose from the 
dead.” Murdock's Mos. I. p. 164—5. 

2 The testimony of Eusebius on this point is very satisfactory. He 
8ays (Book V. chap. 23,) © there was a considerable discussion raized 
about this time in consequence of a difference of opinion respecting the 
observance of the festival (of the Saviour's) .”—After narrating 
the history of this discussion and the efforts of Victor, bishop of Rome, 
to break communion with those who differed from him, Euscbius quotes 
an extract from-a letter written by Irenaeus to Victor to him to 
* And though (says Irenaeus to Victor) they (the earlier 
) themselves did not keep it, they were not the less at peace 
with those from churches where it was whenever they came to 
them.— Neither at any time did they cast off any, merely for the sake 
of form. But those very before who did not observe it, 
gent the eucharist to those of churches who did. And when the 
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who 'can doubt not only that separate sects would 
have grown out of them but that their formation 
would be approved by Christians generally? Nay is 
not this question decided by facts? Is there not a 


_ 8ect of s80me extent in our land, the Seventh Day 


Baptists, who differ from other baptists only in regard 
to the time of observing the christian Sabbath ; they 
believing that the seventh day continues to be the 
proper one under the New Testament dispensation, 
as it was under the Old? But in the apostolic 
churches it os SEE. There all who were re- 
garded as Chri and lived in the same place, also 
belonged to the same church, and worshipped to- 


gether, agreeing to differ m peace on minor points, 
and remembering that no Christian has a right to judge, 


that is to condemn- his brother Christtan on account 
of his conscientious difference of opinion. Each one 
was to be fully persnaded in his own mind, and pre- 
pare to stand with his brother before the judgment 
Seat of Christ. Neither was to sit in judgment on the 


other, Christ was to judge both; and until his final 
award their differences were. to be borne in love. 


Let it be borne in- mind, then, that in the apostolic 
age, when the church was governed by inspired ser- 
vants of God, and for some time after, there was not 
in the whole christian world any such thing as dif- 
ferent sects of acknowledged Christians. All who 


professed to be Christians, and resided in the same 


place, belonged to the same church. And if, as was 
probably the case in large cities, they met at different 
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houses for worship, they nevertheless all. regarded 
each other 'as members of the 8ame church or con» 
gregation ; they all frequently communed- together, 
and the reason of different places for meeting; was 
not diversity of opinions among them, but because 
private houses in which they as8embled, having had 
no churches till the third century,* could not contain 
them all. Heretics there were, who denied 8ome 
essential doctrines of Chnstianity. These were ex- 
claded from the church mn which they had resided, 
and were then - disowned by all other christian 
churches. But different sects of Christians acknow- 
ledging each other as Christians, yet separated on the 
ground of diversity of opinions, such as the different 
denominations of Protestants are, had no existence, 
and were utterly unknown in the apostolic age ; .nor 
was the great body of the church ever thus cut up, in 
her purest day during the earlier centuries. We read 
of the church at Corinth, the church at Ephesus, the 
church in Rome, the church in Smyrna, the church in 
Thyatira, the church in Philadelphia, the church in 
Jerusalem, the church at Philippi, and in many other 
places; but never of the Pauline church in Corinth, 
nor of the church that follows Apollos, nor of- the 
church of Gentile converts, nor of the church of Jew- 
ish converts, nor of the church that retains the obser- 
vance of the Jewish Sabbath, nor of the church that 
does not. In short Christians m those days were 
called Christians and nothing but Christians; and one 
christian church was distinguished from another only 
by the name of the place in which it was located. 
This ought certainly to be a golemn. fact to those, who 
have taken it for granted, that sectarian divisions of 
the church are right, that they were doing God ser- 
vice by their utmost efforts to perpetuate them, by in- 


——— 


| The houses for christian worship were erected during the reign of 
Alexander Severus between A. D. 222—235 : yet Vater supposes them 
to have existed at the close of the 2d century. 
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_ through their word ;. that they may all be one, as thou 
Father art in me and I in thee” *—that there may be 
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scribing on the tender and infant mind the lincaments 


of their denominational thing does 
appear undeniable, If the sectarian form of Chris- 
tianity be its best mode of = the blessed 
Saviour himself—with reverence ken !—the 
Saviour and his apostles failed to give it their i injunc- 
tion ; on the contrary, enjoined and practised directly 


_ the reverse!! The writer does not from these facts 
infer the obligation of all Christians unmediately to 


renounce their BR nt organizations and merge into” 
one church... Difficulties now exist between some 
denominations, arising from honest diversity of views 
on church ment, which did not exist in the | 
apostolic age, and which render it imposible for per- 
ons thus differing to unite y ; but secta- 
rian organization may immediately be divested of its 
most baneful influences by counter arrangements, and 
the essence of christian union may exist among all, 
and ought to be promoted immediately, as will be 
Seen In a subsequent of this discusston. As to 
a union of all the churches of the land i one com- | 
pact ecclesiastical system of. judicature, such a one 
<d not exist in the apostolic age, is undesirable, and 
dangerous. 

But the nnportance of unity in the body of Christ,. 
and the duty of promoting it is further dmenaened 
by the Rs affects of s8ectarian divisions. 

ons, divisions on the ground of dif- 
ference, Bt destroy that community of interest, 
and oympeihy of feeling which the Saviour and his 
es *s0 urgently inculcate. How fervently does 
our blessed Lord supplicate for the unity of all his 
followers! «N olther ray I for these (the apostles) 
alone, but for them who shall believe on me” 


among them that unity of counsel, of feeling, of pa- 


| 50m Ts 20, 21. 


The Apostles forbade Schisms or Sects. 25 


of action which-exists between the Father and 
the Son.” What can be more reasonable ? If all his 
disciples, all who « believe in him through the word,”? 
are hereafter to inhabit the 8same heaven, to Surround 
the same throne of God and the Lamb; would not 
the principle of sectarian divisions carry discord into 
those harmonious ranks, and mar their heavenly 
hallelujahs and grate upon the ears of angels and the 
Lamb! No! sectarianism is an acknowl and 
—Alas that it should be 89—a cherished trait of the 
church on earth, which will never, never be admitted 
into heaven. And who can doubt that the nearer we 
can bring the church on earth to the character of the 
church in heaven, the more pleazng will she be to 
him that purchased her with his blood. Accordingly 
Paul informs us : «& That there should be no schism in 
the body ; but that the members should have the same 
. care one for another ;* and if one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with it, or if one meraber be honoured, 
all the members rejoice with it.” *- But, gracious Lord! 
is not directly the reverse of this but too frequently 
witnessed ? © Does not the great mass of the several 
religious denominations of our land, exhibit any thing 
else than © the same care,” for the other members of 
Christ's body ? If one denomination suffers, fails of 
SUCCESS OT ma with disgrace in some unworthy 
members, do not surroun denominations rather 
at least tacitly and cheerfully acquiesce if not rejoice, 
hoping that thus more room will -be made and facility } 
offered for their own enlargement? We do not find 

that members of the same family thus cordially ac- 
quiesce or triumph in each others? misfortune or dis- 
It one brother is visited by any calamity, if 

he falls a victim to intemperance and bears about in 
has bloated face the ensign of his disgrace, do we find 
his brothers and sisters rejoice in it? Do they not 
rather sympathize, feel hurt eres, hn and 1 mourn 


11 Cor. 12: 25, 
3 
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over his downfall? Thus ought it to be among all 
who deserve the name of Christ. Thus would it be, 
if the community of interest in the Saviour's famil 

had not been impaired by sectarian divisions whi 
place 8everal distinct religious families on the 8ame 
with - separate interests, with con- 
prejudices, with rival sectarian aims! In the 
age and for centuries after it, only one chris- 
tian y ang rncnipied 4he same field, thus three 
fourths of the causes thich nate contention 
among modern Christians were avoided. These 


Separate interests, will always create contention, 


rivalry and jealousies among fallible men, sanctified 
but in part, as long as they are not removed or their 
in some way counteracted. And, as they 
did not belong to the charch constituted by the Sa- 
viour and his apostles, the solemn duty devolves on 
= Christians'to inquire, how can this evil be reme- 
ied ? 
Again, sectarian divisions of the church empede 
the impartial study of the sacred volume by minis- 


_ ters and laymen. The doctrines believed by what 


are termed the orthodox churches, as well as their 


forms of government and worship, may be divided 


into two classes, those which are u ted- and 
held by all in common, and those which are disputed 
by some of them, and which disti the s8ects 
from each other. The sectarian principle builds a 
wall of defence around the peculiar opimons of each 
Sect. | Tt 'enlists all Christians in defence of the pecu- 
liarities of their denomination, and creates powerful 
motives of a self-interested and unholy character in 
vindication of these ities, rather than of the 


_ grand'truths of Christianity, which are essential to the 


Salvation of all; motives which appeal to the pride 
of - to the avarice of others, and to the ambition 
of-a third class.' Each member is taught 


the. 
* pritiples of Mo einful nature to. fort HoctID wick 


the peculiar interests of his sect. His vanity is flat- 
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tered by'the s uppozed respectability of his -sect, his 
ambition is at least tempted by.the prospect of ex» 
tended influence or distinction in the ministry or as a 
layman in the ecclesiastical councils of his extensive 
and respectable church, and his avarice is concerned 
in diminishing his own expenses. by the increasing 
numbers of his fellow-members, or if a minister, by 
the ample 81 which he may obtain. We' would 
not insinuate. that all Christians are influenced by 
these unamiable motives, nor that any true disciple 
of the Saviour is mainly actuated by them. But we 
' fear that the majority of ministers and laymen, are: 
more influenced by these secular considerations, than 
they are themselves aware. Accordingly, the pecu- 
liarities of 8ect acquire a factitionus importance, are 
often inculcated with as much assiduity as the great and 
cardinal doctrines of the gospel. Endless and useless 
controversies about these points agitate the church, and 
disturb her peace. 'These peculiarities are instilled. 
into. the tender minds. of children, and are often re- 
presented as involving the marrow of salvation. Pre- 
judices are raised in their behalf. The tenets of 
other denominations: are often kept out of view, or 
stated in a manner but ill calculated for an impartial 
investigation of God's truth. The antipathies of the 
8oclal circle are 8ometimes arrayed in opposition, and, 

may I 8ay, Sometimes in ridicule of other denomina-. | 
tions; and even, the gentler s8ex, sisters of her of. 
Bethany, who, sitting at the Master's. feet, imbibed: 
the streams of his love ; ——_ of them, who, true: to: 
their affection, were | 


« Last at the eros and nll_bblS tres 


have hated that Saviour in the of his followers, 
because they wore not the of their sect ! have. 
Arkog that their religion is loye,—that charity, 
wity is the brightest ornament of their na- 
der 8uch pn ones of the secta». 


inn I |  Inculcated, w expose the inv- 
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around the Christian, in which the" fans" of be 
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nuous mourn who should avow them, to g8ocial incon- 
ntal disap robation, and rarely does 
opportunity for impartial inv tion, 
. The fact that almost invariably, 
young Persons adopt and-prefer the peculiar sectarian 
views of their parents, ts a demonstrative proof that 
their preference is not built. on argument, that the 
mode of religious education in the different churches 
is unfavourable to impartial investigation. The s1m- 
ple circumstance of parental belief, is assuredly no 
gatisfactory proof of the creed which we adopt on ac- 
count of it. For the same reason, we would have 


he enjoy ; 


been Mohammedans, if born in Turkey, Paptsts mr - 


Italy, and worshippers of the Grand Lama m Thibet. 
And ministers of the gospel have still greater obsta- 
cles to surmount, as their disbelief of the peculiarities 
of their sect tarnishes their reputation with their as80- 

ciates, yea, not anfrequently excludes them from their 
charge, and their families from daily bread ? 
Is it not evident, then, that the state of the christian 
church us is unfavourable to the mnapartiat 


amongst, 
study of the volume of divine truth ? 


Lastly, the principle of sectarian divisions 
Fully retards the spiritual conquests of Christiani ty 
over the world. . Who that knows aught of the divine 
life, can doubt, that in proportion as he permits pride, 


of piety languishes, his graces decline and his sense 
of the divine presence is impaired? But sectarian- 


ie, by which in this diseussion we _ mean 


the principle of divisions on the þ = oxanrt erence, ' 
fess to 


regard 


m nonessentials among those 


_ each other as fellow Christians, ton indubit- 


ably creates various conflicting interests, presents 
numerous occaslons and temptations to envy, Bed, 
glander, and creates an azotic atmosp 


not burn with lustre, and not unfrequently exp pity cam s 
What observer of transpiring I can doubt, 


envy, jealousy, hatred to arise in his heart, the spirtt 
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that the sectarian strife and ——_— 
— deter 
- Verted to God? The Saviour prayed: « That they 
all may-be one, as thou Father art in me and-I 
thee; that they may also be: ane-in us; that the 
world believe that thou hast' gent me.** Here 
then, the Saviour himself informs us what influence 
unity among his followers was designed to effect ; 
history tells that when 'surro heathen were 
canstrained to s8ay, « 8ee how-these Christians love 
one another,” the meral influence of their example 
was amazing : and who can doubt that mverse causes 
produce inverse effects? - « Who is not aware, that 
infidelity itself derives its choicest weapons from the 
divisions existing in the Christian church? | One of 
the two reasons assigned for the apostasy of Julian 
is, that when he saw the dissensions of Christians, 
and their rancor against each other, he took refuge 
from their broils in the quiet of raniem.””. 
How often does not the principtevf. sect, exclude 
the- blessed Saviour from our and" s y 
populated sections of country, in which united Chris- 
tians. might support the g 5 but cut” up into 
jealous.and discordant sects, and hating one another 
as though each believed a different Christ, all remain 
destitute of the stated means of grace! 'The ocea- 
Sional visits of ministers of different sects 8erve ta 
confirm each party in its own penn; and thus 
we often witness the melancholy spectacle of the Sa- 
viour excluded from such places by the dissensions 
of his professed- friends, and sinners shut out from 
the sanctuary of God because 8aints cannot 
whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas shall minister 
unto them. 1 
Nor is the principle of sect, less unfriendly to the 
apr of the goepel in heathen lands. By « oftent 
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emphatically and distinctly by the church 


zame ground \at home, more men 


than are _—_— laborers are 
wn from the ute of 
which is © ther world 7”? ing interests 


churches 
together; as all cannot long continue, 
le for pn is carried on, more or less 


nya 
thus crow 
a. 
openly, and with different degrees of violence, until 
oe hfexto-tn teve-dxiveiihacs) from the Bald, 
and-makes room for the others. Nor is this conflict 
to be attributed 80 much to the want of piety in the 
parties, as to that actual conflict of interests which 
unavoidably results from the influence of sects. But 
certainly every true Christian must deplore this state 
of things, it 18 the wniter's deliberate conviction, 
that one of the bitterest ingredients in the cup of 
ministerial sorrow, in many portions of our land, is 
this unholy and unhappy strife among brothers. 'n 
short it is no solemn and mournful truth, that<secta- 
rianism, the | mp a ple of sect, in a great measure 

changes the n in which the energies of the 
phed, transfers the 8eat of war from 
Pagan to krietian lands, from the territory of 
Christ's enemies into the very family of his friends ! 
In the the church of the Wodechcies at peace 
at home, directed all her surplus energies 


NO wie « tulle 


against 
the- world around her and the world of Jews and 


Gentiles in foreign lands. The war Was 
by one portion of Christ's family 


not 
another, but 
the 
world; such was the almighty force of the spiritual 
artillery wielded in this holy war, that m about three 
CEOS years the little band of fishermen and tent- 
makers, fought their way to the utmost bounds of the 
Roman empire, and the banner of king Jesus, which 
was. first unſurled in the valleys of Judea, Was 


waving in triumph o*er the palace of the Cacxars. 
But who can deny, that the church of Christ is now 


*a house divided against itself;” that a large portion 


' hundred years after the blessed 


views by w Woraro Kept abaRIne? The war is 
no longer a f it is an intestine one. "What a 
lamentable waste of men and Funds is caused by 
multiplying the number of sectarian institutions far 
beyond the actual necessities of the chureh ! How 
large a portion of the periodicat literature of the 
day is occupied in these family feuds, and consists of 
mere « doubtful disputations ! 1 How large a por- 
tion of minisferial talent is placed in requisition to 
sastain this confliet? How many precious hours of 
time are thus applied? If all the time and talent 
and effort spent by the orthodox protestant churches 
in disputing with one another about the points of 
their difference, since the blessed Reformation, had 
been devoted to the projects of henevolent enterprise 
for the unconverted heathen world, who can calculate 
the pro that might have been made in evange- 
lizing the Gentile nations? Let every true disciple 
of the Saviour inquire, why do 600 millions of our 
fellow men ish in the shadows of death eighteen 
| has been 'en- 
trusted to Christian hands for them? Four and fifty 
times has the entire population: of the globe been 
s8wept into eternity, since the Saviour commissioned 
his disciples to publish the glad tidings to every crea- 
ture. Who that has witnessed the prompt and over- 
whelming blessing of God on the efforts of the little 
band of Christians in Europe and America during 
the last thirty years; who that has seen a nation 
new-created almost in a day in the isles of the Pa- 
cific, and witnessed the standard of the cross erected 
in Africa, in Greece, in Turkey, in Hindoostan, mn 
Ceylon, i in China, and many other /places ; and 'the 
glorious gospel of the Son of God translated into |, 
about one hundred and fifty ; who that re- / 
flects on the millions of Bibles and the tens of millions 
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of tvats. high, the anitod, bands. of liberal. minded | 
Christians have  8ent forth, can doubt that if the 
Christian ehurch had not become gecularized by the 
unhappy; union with the civil government under 
Constantine in the fourth century, the'world had long 
ago been ev Or if the Protestant church 
had not been split into —— yy 
the new, and we'must believe unauthorized an 

nicious doctrine, that they had @ riGur to for 
themgelves and require of others as terms of com- 
manion, not only the ' fundamental doctrines which 
were required in the earlier. centuries and were sup- 
posed "oufficient for hundreds of years after the 


_ apostolic age, but. also as many additional and dis- 


puted points as they pleased, thus dividing the body 
of Christ and —_— internal dissensions ; who that 
is acquainted with her history can doubt that greater, 
far greater, inroads would have been made into the 
dominions of the papal beast; and the glorious gospel 
of the San of God, in the. three centuries -since the 
Reformation, have been carried to the ends of the 
earth.” _ © Thousands,”” says the excellent Baxter, 
« have already been drawn to popery, and confirmed 
in it, by the Jivizions of Protestants. And I am per- 
zuaded, that all the--; ents in Bellarmine, and 
all their other treatises, —__ not been 80 effectual to 
make pa as the multitude of sects among our- 
selves.” But in the. work of evangelizing the 
heathen. world, the | consequences of our divisions 
threaten to. be peculiarly disastrous, In the heathen 
themselves, we have to encounter all the blindness, 
8uperstition, prejudice, pride, enmity, and sensuality 
of the human -heart. In presenting Christianity we 
profess to present a system. of light—of ra. 


tional and consistent divinity, embracing principles 
universal and benign ; of anknited benevolence, and 
magnanumous .generosity ; of matchless  condescen- 
810n, long-suffering, an meekness ; of transcendant. 


peacefulness and love; of pure Spirituality ; ; a 8% 


/ 
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tem which has Eternal Love for its Author, Incar- 
nate Love for its Mediator, and the redemption of 
men for its object. The missionaries too, who pre- 
sent it, must be regarded as professing not only by 
leaving country and home, and enduring hardships, 
but by the manner and all the cireumstances of con- 
ducting the miss1on, to give in their own persons a 
direct practical exemplification of the s8ystem. They 
are the burning and shining light, by which the 
heathen must read the gospel. Now suppose, that 
in the very act of presenting the gospel, the mission- . 
aries fall into the collisions, bitterness, and wrath of 
Sectarianism, and one cries out, I am a Baptist, hear 
me, and another, I am an Episcopalian, hear me, 
and another, I am a Presbyterian, hear me, and an- 
other, I am of the American Board of Missions, hear 
me, and another, I am of the General Assembly's 
Board, hear me, we may well conceive that the first 
effect produced, would be amazement ; and the next, 
ridicule and contempt. © What,” they would reply, 
© we thought ye all professed to preach Jesus Christ ; 
we thought your religion was harmony and love. 
What are these other names which we hear; what 
means this strife among yourselves! First .settle 
your 8ystem among yourselves, before you attempt 
to propagate it. First learn to love one another, and 
then we will begin to believe that love prompts your 
endeavours to convert us. For the present we will 
remain content with the religion of our fathers, which 
has at least the merit of consistency, and does not 
embroil us with each other in matters of faith.” 

« Tt may be said that scenes like this have not oc- 
curred, and that the' missionaries of the several sects 
engaged in the pro tion of the gospel, are har- 
monious co-workers. e records of missions, how- 


ever, will prove to us that something like this has _ 


taken place, and that at the t moment there 
are movements 1n relation to missions; which threaten 
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a dissension and strife, which must extend their bale- 
ful influence to the very fields of missionary labour, 
But if 8uch scenes had not been witnessed, and the 
red sgectarianism has not wrapped in its 
thick , the white banner of gospel charity, in 
heathen lands, to what 1s it to be attributed, but to 
the forbearance and wisdom of the missionaries, who. 
8aw that the contentions of sect, would prove a de- 
vastating war within their own camp, and blast their 
prospects of enlightening the heathen. There, where 
the. enemy 1s strong, they have indeed seen the ne- 
cessity of union among themselves. There, where 
they have been compelled to retire within the 
est intrenchments of their religion, they have 
learned, that these mtrenchments are not in the 
dogmas: of sect, but in the great principles which 
are embraced by their common faith. But unless 
the disunion of 8ect be speedily done away, the time 
must, 800n. come when the fierce wars at home will 
be carried abroad; and then the heathen lands, like 
the plain of Acre, will be the field of hot strife be- 
tween foreign belligerents, who after the battle shall 
retire in weakness and disarray, and leave the coun- 
un We..take. the position, and we be- 


Holy Spirit will not overshadow us with his presence, 
we 8hall waste those very energies and instrument- 
alities, which are required for the work, we shall 


we” 08 the character requisite for the work, we 
fo 'be im 


peded. in, our movements among the 
heathen, and-prove their scora and derision ; like the 
Israelites of -old, we 8hall die in. the wilderness in 
promised land, and leave. the glory and 
the blessedness of crossing the Jordan, to a genera- 
tion who understand our Christianity better, and im- 
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bibe its pure $plirit without these- gross and bitter 
mixtures.”” 

Such then being the mournful eonsequences of that 
disunion against which the Saviour and his apostles 

80 urgently admonished their followers, we feel with 
double force, that the church has - been guilty of 
swicidal error, and that it 1s the Solemn duty of every 
friend of Jesns, sincerely to inquire, Lord, what 
wouldst 'thou have me to do to heal the wounds of 


thy dismembered body ? * 


© 
CHAPTER I. 


THE NATURE OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTIAN UNTON, 


DezeLY impressed with the conviction, that the 
blessed Saviour and his apostles have explicitly 1n- 
hibited the division of the body of Christ into secta- 
rian parties or factions, and fully persuaded that 
these drvisions which exist among Protestants gene- 
rally, at least with their present concomitants, are 
highly prejudicial to the prosperity of Zion ; let us 
approach the inquiry, what is the more immediate 
and gspecific nature of that union, which charac- 
terized the primitive church, and which 1t is obliga- 
tory on us promote. | As Protestants, who are ready 
to exclaim with Chillingworth, «the Bible, the 
Bible,” is the only infallible source of our religion, 
we must naturally turn our eyes to its sacred pages ; 
nor can we with safety rely on the practice of the 
church in any subsequent age, except in 80 far as 
accords with”"a Stolical example, or: at least 1s 
a manifest doveloy ent of principles clearly incul- 
cated in the goopel. It It 1s indeed Wy of remark, 

t See the late «A Leaf the Tree of ” Þ. 47, 
the production of oO penn. wes Li 2 han 
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that we know next to nothing of / the history of the 
christian church during more than a hundred. years 
after its first establighment, except what is contained 
in the New Testament. This has often been re- 
gretted by men ; but God has doubtless designedly 
cant that early period of her uninspired history 
in darkness, to compel us to rest entirely on his own 
infallible word, and to draw a-clear and broad line of 
distinction between'the authority of his inspired 8er- 
vants and that of the fathers of the church in after 
ages. The history and practice of the earlier ages 
when known, may afford an occasional illustration 
of our 8ubject; yet, as protestants, we can acknow- 
ledge nothing as essential to the character of the 
ehurch, or the duties of her members, which 1s not 
distinctly contained in the sacred volume. 

It is certain, that {his union did not consist in 
any compact ecclesiastical organization of the 
entire church in a nation or empire under one 
8U Judicatory.-/ 

xcepting an occasional interposition of apostolical 
authority, we are informed that each church attended 
to its own affairs of government and discipline. Ad- 
dressing the Corinthians,* Paul says, « Do not ye 
judge (zvwr*) them that are within? Therefore put 
ye away (ar) from among yourselves that wicked 
person ;” manifestly attributing to the Corinthians the 
right to discipline and exclude an unworthy member 


from their body. The 8ame right of supervision and 


line over her members, 1s attributed to each in- 


_ dividual church by the Saviour himself :* < If thy 


brother against thee, go and tell him his 
fault between thee and him alone”—and eventually, 
if other means should fail, < Zell it to the churc 

Nor do we find in either of _ cases any ultimate 
reference to a judicato ing of Tepresenta- 
tives from Several, K16-7 hang other christian 


2 Matt. 18: 16-17, See also 2 Cor. 2: 7, 
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charches. \The logy* of the New Tegtament 
_ implies, that” each chureh was a distinct 
church and a meniber of 'the body of 
ory It is however equally certain, that the New 
Testament presents/in tion to 6evera?- minor con- 
gultations, one of a council of” 2 whose 
members were « the'a is, preach- 


elders'(that 
ers), and brethren (that -is, lay members),” and who 


as88embled at Jerusalem for the of a 
dispute touching the obligation of 'christian converts 
to observe «the law of Moses, ete:”* This 'synod 
was convened for « -gpecial' purpose, was 'a pro re 
nata convention, and although it fully sanctions the 


call of 8ach ——_— ___— necessary, and jus- 
tifies a provisio if-e 
eatabliches their and utility ; yet 'it cannot 


necessity 
with any plausibility be alleged, the churches 
were then re united into such synods, or that 
sach meetings were held regularly, at fixed times. ' 
Had they been of annual recurrence, who car doubt 
that 8ome trace of the fact, or allusion to it, would 
be found in the Acts of the a or the epistles of 
Paul, which cover a period of abont 'thirty years, 
hinory. of the chard darizg thas "period. Theve 
mamas > ch uring ? 
WICapen n our attention several important post- 
c_—_— e of which will be more evident in the 
8equel. They are these : 

a) That the divine Head of the church has in- 
trusted the at mass of the duties and privileges 
of his to — — 

mary ca ence, though urches 
Es cormmediwith each GMAn@-fvr ti 
purpose may have #fated meetings, and constitute 


regular synods, should not T any encroach 
ments on their rights, no nat ny their 


'- 1 'Gal 1: 2. 1 Cor. 16: 1. 2 Cor. $: 1. 1 Thee, 2: 14 
Aw $: 31, 16: 41. -T Acts XV. 
4 


buzinees to be tranzacted- by then delays 


—_— — as or y00ds. The neglet of thi 
and. liberties in pas En ES new 


of Christianity, ade at Rome. 

.Þ) etal makes 

of counsel oug ht not to be neglected by the church 

in the discharge of her duties. This principle evi- 
affords sanction te the various as80ciations 


dently 
Ong the Grareher,epod ifs presbyteries, synods, etc, 
| of mutaal counsel 


of yan 
-us to beware pat age dane "4 


mp in church as well as State. There is 
| doubtless r of the concentration of power in 
| the: CES IIIIen, Ve hoot 
former ages, alas! beon but too frequent y abused to 
purposes of oppression and bloodshed, to the deatruc- 
tion of liberty of conscience, and the obstraction- of 
the Redeemer's m. It ap inex- 
nt for the churches to devolve on their delegated 
judicatories, such duties wa can perform as well 
m their capacity for another reason ; because, 
when duties of various kinds are accumulated on any 
individual .bodies, they- must necessarily be less able 
to discharge then all with © 
It.in, oxides, then; that. ms the. apontolic-age, the 
unity. of. the church did not consist in a compact con- 
junetion of all her parts in an ecclesiastical judicatory. 
On' the contrary, we have no accounts of any 
or-councils after that age, until the latter part of the 
8econd century. . -Eusebius, the earliest author b 
whom the transactions of these councils are reco 
uses the following , from which = HOSE 
probable that — councils were no new, and 
that similar ones had been occasionally held d 
the previous 8eventy-five years which had i intery Loy 


— 


Synods first held among the Greeks. 39 
the death of the last :2--<«< About this 
appoqued Novatus, a p of the church of 


a man elated with haughtiness against 
toos (tat had fallen), as if there were no room for 


held at Rome on CI hw etues 
bishops and a till greater number of presbyters and 
deacons were present, and the Is of the remain- 
ing provinces, having acco to their location de- 
; | Separately what should be done ; this decree 
by all: That Novatus and those who s& 
arrogant y united with him, and those that had chosen: 
the unchanitable and most inhuman opinion 
of the man, shonld be ranked among snch as are ahens 
from» the church (excluded); but that snch of the 
brethren, as had fallen during the calamity (persecu- 
ou 8hould be treated and healed with the remedies 


This is the _— account extant of any regular 
after the apostolic . The absence of even 
least intimation, that this aggembly was any thing 
novel, confers a high degree of probability on the 
8upposition that other similar meetings had occa- 
$1onally occurred before. But it was not until the 
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ceptable in State." Still the introduction of regular 
meetings had to encounter 80me n, for 
Tertullian, in the commencement of the cen 
found- it necessary to undertake their defence.* 
the middle of the'third , however, these stated 
annual meetings had become yery general.* Lay re- 
presentatives were at first admitted to these councils, 
as-the < brethren”” evidently had been in the apostolic 
age; but in process of time the bishops secured all 
er to themselves. These conventions were 
me - provincial, and embraced the churches of only 
one particular country or province. The entire chris- 
tian church was not yet united by any sapreme judi- 
catory, having jurisdiction over all its , as eVen- 
. tually occurred under the papal hierarchy; but” here 

we find for the first time a visible union of alt the 
acknowledged churches in a particular coun 


under one ecclenastical judic Snch an exte 
8Ive union-in one: judicatory, could not long fail to 
abridge freedom of investigation- and liberty of con- 


3 or power were not purely those of an 


1 See Neander's. Kirchengeschichte, Vol. I. p. 322. Tertullian's words 
are, « Aguntur per Graecias ills certis in beis concilia, ex univeras 
—3 mak tractantur et ipea re - 
_ magna veneratione celebratur.” 
C. 
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council, and its advice confined to maiters 
originating between the smaller judicatories and con- 
tetaplating their relation to each other, and the pro- 
gress of the church in general. | 

- Again, the primitive unity of the church of Christ 
did not ' consist in the organization” of the whole' 
chureh on earth under one visible head, $uch as the 
pope at Rome and the papal hierarchy: We $hall 
not here stop to prove, that the power given alike by 
the Saviour-to all the apostles,* conld not confer any 
peculiar authority on Peter : nor that Peter's having 
professed the doctrine of the Saviour's Messiahship, ' 
on which the Lord founded his church, does not prove 
that he forinded it on Peter himself, making him and 
his successors his vicars upon earth. It i is admitted 
by all Protestants that the pope 1s a creature as ut- 
terly unknown to the. Bible as is the Grand Lama of 
the Tartars. It is well known, that the papal hie- 
rarchy is the gradual production of many centuries 
of corruption. In the third century the churches of a 
particular kingdom or province, were united by pro- 
vincial synods ; but 'it remained for the ardent African 
bishop Cyprian, after the middle of the third century, 
by an unhappy confusion of the visible with the in- 
visible church, to develope in all its lineaments the 
theory of a - necessary visible- union 'of the- whole 
church on earth in one unifornr external organization, 
under a definite apostolic snccess1on of bishops, as the 
essential channel of the Spirit's influences on earth, 
transmitted by ordination.? It is only under the in- 
fluence of this confused neory that enlightened and 


=. — 


| Matt. 16: 19: And TI will give unto thee (Peter v. 18) the keys of 
the kingdom of heaven : and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, shall 
be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be 
looged in heaven. - Chap. 18: 1, 18: At the same time came the dis-. 
_——_ Jesus, etc.—He aaid—Verily I 8ay unto you (disciples v. 1) 
w r ye shall bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven : and what-- 
Boever ye shall loose on earth, shall be looged in heaven. 

2N cer s Kirchengeschichte, Vol. I. p. 330, 331, 
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$909. 2eR. © could believe in the impossibility of salva- 

pales of their own visible chureh ! 
Do witou ths als of their en ils chr 
following sentiments in the official epistle of the Synod 
assembled at Cirta in the year 412: Quisquis ab hac 
catholica. ecclesia fuerit parnien, qu quantumlibet laud- 
abiliter 8 vivere existimet, hoc 80lo, scelere, quod a 
unitate digjunetus est, non habebit vitam, ed 
ira Dei manet super ip$gum. Quisquis autem in 
ecclesia bene vixerit, nihil ez praejudicant aliena pec- 
cata, quia unusquisgue in ea proprium onus porta- 
bit, et quicungue in ea corpus Christi manducaverit 
indigne, Judicium 8ibi manducat et bibit, quo satis 
Wo Gy «poatolus, quia non alteri mandueat 8ed gibi 
—communio malorum non. maculat aliquem partici- 
patione sacramentorum, 8d | consensione- factorum.* 
And in his own work © De fide et symbolo,”” written 
about twenty years earher, he 8ays :* «© We believe 
that the church is both holy and universal (1. e. one). 
The heretics, however, also denominate their 
gations churches. But they, by entertaining fas 
VIEWS CONCErning God, do violence to the christian 
faith: the (e's 1b on the other hand, although 
they agree with us in doctrine, forsake. brotherly 


_ love by creating pernicious divisions.” 


It is easily perceptible, how-this erroneous idea of 


| the necessary visible combination of all the churches 


under ons organization, as. the supposed exclusive 


1 Fuchs Bibliothek der Kirchenversammlungen, Vol. IIL. p. 303. 
« Whoever separates himself from this universal church, however praise- 
worthy he may suppose his general conduct to be, shall not obtain life 
of this crime yes Meme nb 
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channel of the divine influence and favour, would' 
naturally tend to facilitate the ultimate adoption of 
the papal hierachy'; for here, and here alone, in the 
holy father, is to be found one vistble, tangible head, 
adapted to the one universal-visible _ church. That 
this opinion however, was not that of the apostles or 
of the apostolic is confirmed by the concurrent 
testimony'of all writers in the earlier centuries. On 
this subject an interesting testimony has reached us 
in the Apostolic. Canons, 80 called 'because the work 
professes to be and in the main'is a collection-of the 
[eres wh customs and regulations for the government, 
discipline, etc. of the christian church during the first 
four centuries from the days of the apostles. It was 
most probably compiled shortly after the time of Au- 
gustine,.in the middle of the century, and clearly 
proves that the exclusive pretensions of the bishop of 
Rome were not acknowledged even at that time: It 
reads thus : 

Canon 33. The bishops of each nation should 
know the principal one among them, and regard 
ham as their head (moe wmioxorcus inzov iroe uderar yen Tor iy 
auTM Tewro), x41 wachdas airy So X62?) and undertake no- 
thing of importance without his advice. But each 
one akeneks huimself attend to what belongs to his own 
church and neighbourhood. But even + ought to 
do nothing without consultation with others (waa 
made bare dow Th Tarren row Torre Tt). Herein consists the 
true unity (of the church), and $uchk a course will 
tend to the glory of God through Jesus Christ, in 
the Holy Spirit.” 

In short 1t is well known, that the bishop of Rome 
did not obtain even the title of universal bishop until, 
in the 8eventh century, < Boniface III. engaged 
Phocas, the Fog pn Emperor, : who waded to the 
throne through the blood of Mauritius, to take from 
the bishop of Constantinople the title of oecumentcal 
or untversal bishop, and to confer it on the Roman 
pontiff.” His dignity as a temporal prince he did. 
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not: receive till in the eighth century, when the usurper 
Pepin,'in consideration of the aid afforded him by the 
pontiff in treasonably dethroning his predecessor, 
granted « the oxatiiien of Ravenna, and Pentapolis” 


tothe Roman pontiff, and- his successors in the pre- 


tended apostohc see of St. Peter. There can there- 
fore be no question as to the truth of our p6sition, 
that the primitive church was _ united under one 
visible head, 8ach as the pope papal hierarehy. 

; Finally, it is certain that ron unity of the primi- 
tive church did not consist in a te unanimity 
in rel sentiments. This assertion- may appear 
to 8ome. © What”? (many of my readers 
may be ready to exclaim) «was there any diversity 
of opinion in the primitive church, ad apostolic 
? We have always 5upposed, that there 
existed a perfect ment on' all points among the 
first Christians, and that the proper method to restore 
the primitive purity of the church is to insist on 


agreement on all ts. from those who would unite 
with us as a church. of Christ.” - This opinion has 


also prevailed for many centuries, and has been the 


prolific mother. of extensive and incalculable evils in 
the christian church. It has led to the persecution 


and death of millions of our fellow men under the 


papal dominion, it has caused endless divisions and 
envyings and strife in the Protestant churches. 

Its fallacy we think appears from the following 
considerations : 

| It is rendered highly probable by the fact that the 
Scriptures contain no prousion to PRESERVE ab80- 
lute unity of sentiment on all points of religious 


doctrine and worship if it ever had existed. Many 


points of doctrine and forms which men at present 
regard as important, are not decided at all in the 
8acred volume. Other points are inculcated in inde- 
finite language, which admits of several constructions. 
The diversity of views derived from these records by 
the several religious denominations of equal piety, of 
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equal talent and equal sincerity, indisputably esta- 
blishes the fact, that they do not contain proyision for 
absolute unity of sentiment among Christians, Now as 
all admit the substantial smilarity of the oral instruc- 
tionsof the apostlesto the primitive Christians, and their 
written instructions in the s8acred volume, it follows that 
the impressions made onan audience of primitive Chris- 
tians would be the same ; except perhaps in the case 
of a few individuals who might have opportunity of 
personal interviews and more minute inquiry with 
the apostles. With the greatest facility the Author 
of our holy religion could have made 8nch provisIon. 
He did by inspiration endow his apostles with every 
requisite ualification not naturally possessed by- 
om. IX them into all necessary ruth. Now as 
they have left many points of dectrine and forms of 
worship and government undecided, and as they do 
not express with philosophical precision the doctrines 
which they do teach, it 1s a just inference that one 
reason why these minor differences are not obviated 
inthe church, and all truly pious, able and faithful Chris- 
tiansdo not agree on all points 1s, that the sacred yolume 
has not made provision for 8uch absolute unanimity. 
Let no one here assert that human language is 80 
deficient, and the education. and habits of men 80 
diverse, that they will impose different constructions 
on any composition. The Contrary 1s the case. 
Even uninspired men of well disciplined mind, have 
often. expressed their views. on these topics in lan- 
which 1s not misunderstood. Is there any 
oubt in any well informed mind, as to the opinions 
taught on the 8everal topics whieh separate the prin- 

cipal protestant churches, by Calvin in his Institutes, 
or by Whitby on the Five Points? In regard to the 
meaning, of some protestant creeds there has been, it 
is true, not. a little controversy But the framers of 
these Confessions d edly > ao language 80me- 
what gener1: and. indefinite, in order that persons of 
not entirely accordant 8entunents might sign them, 
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and modern digpntants of each party have endea- 
voured to prove these creeds favourable only to their 


own views. Or, persons c with deviation from 
an adopted creed, and believing themselves to adhere 
to its general tenor, are na y inclined to interpret 


its indefinite or generic terms in favour of their own 
views, whilst their opponents pursuing a contrary 
course, strain those 8ame expressions . as far as pos- 
Sible in a different direction. But it will not be de- 
nied, that it would be no difficult task for any well 
educated divine to make, in a sngle octavo page, 
such a statement of doctrines, as would, distinguish 
any one of the prominent protestant denominations 
from all others,—to frame a creed, concerning whose 
real meaning, there would be no difference of opinion. 


Therefore, as the written instructions of the apostles 


and other inspired writers, do not contain provision 
to produce absolate unanimity among the pious since 
the apostolic age, and as these very written instruc- 
tions were addressed to the primitive Christians, and 
were the only inspired instractions which many of 
them possessed; there can be but little doubt, that if 
a dozen of those Christians had been required to 
State their views on all the points of diversity between 
- on Christians, it would have been found, that 
the impressions then made by these books, were not 
more definite than those which they now produce on 
the same points of doctrine. And as the oral teaching 
of the apostles was doubtless substantially the same 
as their recorded instructions ; the impression made 
by them on the entire primitive church was Pony 
the same $0 far as doctrines are concerned ; whilst it 
is evident, that in to the apost! 


| es? mode of 
worship and church government, there could have 
been but one opinion, among those who had witnessed 
them with their own eyes. Again, the fact that the 


_ Bible is not constituted 80- as to obviate this diversity 


of sentiment, when it might 'easily have been 80 


formed by the hand of inspiration, is conclusive proof 


- as. : 
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Testimony of Pat. a 


that the points of diversity ameng real and enlight- 
ened Christians, are not and cannot be of es8ential 
importance. 

But the existence of. diversity nf opinion. in the 
apostolic churches is - placed beyond all  possible 
doubt by the express Jecianatich of the apostle Paul, 
who, knowing that such differences would continue 
to exist in after ages, has also//prescribed regulations 
for our conduct 'towards. those who . may differ from 
us: « Him that is weak in thefaith, receive ye, but not 
(in order) to (engage in) disputations with him about 
doubtful matters. - For one. believeth that he may. eat 
all things : another, who is weak, eateth herbs. Let 
not him that eateth, despise him that eateth not ; and 
let not him that ——4F not, judge him. that eateth ; 
for God hath received him. _ Who. art thou that 
judgest another man's servant? . To his own master 
he 8tandeth or falleth.—One man esteemeth one day 
above another ;- another esteemeth every day alike. 
Let every man 'be fully persuaded in his own mind. 
He that regardeth the day, regardeth- it to the Lord ; 
and he that regardeth not the: day, to the Lord he 
doth  not- regard it. . He that eateth, eateth to the 
Lord, for he A. God thanks; and he that eateth 
not, to the -Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 
—But why dost thou judge thy brother ?. or. wh 
dost thou set at nought-thy. brother ? for we $shall Þ 
stand before the-judgment seat of Christ.” 

Here then we have the express testimony; of the 
apostle, that differences of opinion did exist among 
the primitive Christians at Rome in reference. to at 
least two points, the diversity of meats and the ques- 
tion whether all days should ' be. regarded as equally 
holy, or whether the Jewish distinction of aye Should 
be observed by Christians. Both the. poin dif- 
ference are moreover of such a character, rol g to 
matters of fact, tangible and visible in their nature, 


CC —— 


| Rom, 14: I—13. 7 


on each one obedience to the dictates of his own con- 


on this v 
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that any regulation which tho-apootle may have pre- 
viously given, Christians would be aided in compre- 
hending, by observing the example and practice of 
ken nu pure gy | were matters too CON- 
one of which he had seven years before ex- 
his in pretty evident language to the 
when he said:* < How turn ye again 

tothe weak and Þ ly elements whereunto ye desire 
again to be in ? Ye observe days months 
and times and years; I am afraid of you lest I have 
bestowed upon you labour in vain.” And how does 
the apostle settle this dispute among the Romans ? 
How does he introduce perfect unity of sentiment 
among them on this point of christian duty? It is 
worthy of special that he does not even 
to induce them all to think alike ; but enjoins 


Science, and on all abstinence from every attempt to 
condemn or censure their brethren for honest dif- 


ference of opinion ; CITES ney Whine: 
ance and Be it remembered too, 
Fo 


unity ! 
that this difference the primitive 
one, on which the d tions of the 


C 
New Testament have produced pretty general unan- 
.imity among modern protestant Christians, whilst it 


is a matter of historical notoriety that the diversity 
topic was not entirely banished from the 
tive charch a century after all the books of the 
ew Testament, which touch on the subject had been 
written. 

Again, look at the church of 'Corinth itself, whose 
attempts at division Paul 8 decidedly censured. 
The apostle explicitly informs us, that 80me members 
of the Corinthian church denied 4 the resurrection of 
the body. Astothereason of their denial, whey Gn 


r Gal. 4: 10. 

2 to the earliest records extant the difference in the time 
of celebrating Easter is referred to the apoeties themeelves. See Dr. 
Maurdock's Mosheim, I. 102, 108, 164. 
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REP of the Sadducees + had infected he Srd-fpugd 
as Greeks, they were misled by their philoso 
falsely 80 called, and with Celsus despised the Nh 
trine as * the hope of worms,” the wrs cxorats, we 
know not ; but for the fact Paul is our authority. 
« How,” he remarks, * 8xy s80me among you, that 
there 18 no resurrection of the dead?” He then ad- 
vances several a ents in favour of the doctrine, 
answers the philosophical objections to it, and proves 
to them the fallacy of their opinion on this sabject ; 
but not the least intimation 18 given, that those who 
beheve mm the rrection shonld separate from 
those who denied it." This doctrine had not, it is. 
true, been 80 amply unfolded by any inspired writer 
as 18 done by Pol; in his epistle to these very men, 
and we are unable to Dare how any believer in 
the Scriptures could now deny this doctrine. Yet the 
fact of the resurrection, to say nothing of the Old 
Testament; had been distinetly affirmed by the Sa- 
viour and his apostles, as hu have been known to 
the Cormthians. 

It is therefore absolutely certain that the bond of 
primitive umon, was not that of perfect unity of sen- 
timent on religious subjects even in the days of the 
apostles themselves. That differences on other topics, 
especially on minor points of abstract doctrine, aiso 
existed, 1s evident from the fact expressly declared, 
that 8ome even went $0 far as to fall into fundamental 
doctrinal error, 8ach as to «deny the Lord that 
bought them.” Now every rational man will admit, 
that the progress of the human mind in the fluctua- 
tion of opinions is gradual, and that where the ex- 
tremes occurred, the intermediate gradations most 
probably existed. It seems almost impossible for a 
mind elevated but a single grade above savageism, 
when for example the doctrine was taught that Christ 
made an atonement for sinners, not to advert to the 
persons for whom this atonement was made, and to 


understand the declarations of the gospel as teaching, 
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that it was made for somebody, either for all men, 
t although we have 


or for a portion of mankind. 


No reason to imagine that the same books which are 


differeutly understood by modern. Christians, could 
have produced: absolnte unity of opinion among 
them ; we find no certain traces of dissension abont 
ints of abstract doctrine, As these abstract dif- 
RR had no perceptible influence on christian 
practice, the primitive Christians probably did not 
eveu compare their views on many points of modern 
controversy, and may have differed on some minor 
topics withont knowing it. Yet on some points they 
differed and discussed ; but Paul dissnades them from 
indulgiag in < doubtful disputations.”” 

Ha ving- thus, as we suppose, satisfactorily ascer- 
tained, that the bond of union among the apostolic 
churches did not consist in @ compact ecclesiastical 
organization of the entire church in any nation or 


% 


country under one 8upreme judicatory ; nor in the 


organization: of the whole church on earth under 
one visible head, such as the pope and papal hier- 
archy ; and finally, that it did not consist in absolute 
unanimity of religious sentiment ; it remains for us 
to inquire into the positive elements which did com- 
yoo it—whilst . each congregation transacted its or- 

nary business of government and discipline for 
itself, and constituted as it were one member of the 
body of Christ, what were the ties by which these 
geveral members were uuited together, and by which 
the spirit of brotherly love was preserved among 
them ? 

. We here presuppose the prevalence among the 
primitive Christians of that uxrTY oy $PIRIT, WHICH 
GAVE LIFE AND VALUE. TO ALL THE EXTERNAL 


FORMS OP--UNION, Without this, the church, even if 
— rn rm 
! Rom. 14: 1: Him that is weak in the faith (who has not fully 
all the christian doctrines) receive ye, but not to doubtful 
(ay ur drnxploue dindoyeructs, Wi deciding on his 
acruples). 
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externally bound together by a bond of iron, would 
be a lifeless trunk destitute of that pervading spirit 
that gives interest and animation to the whole. But 
on this subject we are not permitted to cherish a 
moment's donbt. We are expressly told by: Luke in 
his Acts of the Apostles :* «nd the multitude of 
them that believed, were of one heart and of one 
s#oul.” Then it was that the disciples continued 
« with one accord, breaking bread from House to 
house, and did eat their meat with gladness and with 
singleness of heart, praising God and having favor 
with the people.” Tt is this unity of spirit, this un- 
dissembled brotherly love, cherished in their bosoms 
and manifested in their conduct towards each other, 
which invested the example of the primitive church 
with such in omnipotence of moral power, aud ex- 
torted from the surronnding heathen themselves the 
exclamation : « See how these Christians love one 
another.” But onr object at this time 1s to ascertain, 
what were the principal external means of manifest- 
ing and perpetuating this unity of spirit among the 
primitive christian churches. 

I. The first means of union was entire unity of 
name ; that 1s, the careful avoidance of all names, 
which implied difference or division. In the apostolic 
age, the followers of the Redeemer were technically 
called Christians, and only Christians. The churches 
in different places were distinguished by geographical 
designations, and by. these alone. We read of the 
church at Jerusalem, the church at Corinth, the church 
at Rome, etc. but not of the Pauline or Apolline or 
Cephine church, nor of a church named after any 
other person but him, who bought the church—not a 
part of the church, but the whole church, with his 
blood. Let it not be supposed that this is an unim- 
portant feature of christian union. Paul the apostle 
did not thus regard it, when he 80 promptly met and 


— 
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| repelled the attempt of those at Corinth, who adopted 


 resolved to 
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guch sectarian xr pager 7 et ag) of Paul and 1 
Ilos and I am of 


am of Apo phas.” He exprexsly 
ſorbade their adoption of such names, declaring that 
by 80 doing they unplied, that their adopted Holman 
had died for them, and that they had been baptized 
into their names. The sentiments of the church, 
during the earlier centuries, may be learned from the 
declaration of Lactantius at the commencement of 
the fourth century : « The Montanists, Novatians, 
Valentinians, or whatever else they may call them- 
selves, have \ceased to be Christians, because they 
have renounced the name of Christians, and called 
themselves by the names of men.” (Instit. div, I 
IV. c. 30.) This estimate of the importance of unity 
of name, is doubtless overwrought ; yet the influence 
of different names is far from being unimportant at 
present. «Names are ” 8aid that distinguished 
and laborious servant of Christ, the Rev. Dr. A. Green 


-when on assuming the editorial chair of © The Pres- 


byterian Magazine,” he changed its title to Chrisz- 
fran Advocate. His reasons for this alteration he 
thus assigns : « We usually form some judgment of 
a publication from its title ; and indeed, it is for this 
very purpose that a title is given. Now on hearing 
of a Presbyterian Magazine, some, it appears, have 
set it down at once as a sectarian work, of which the 


main and ultimate design would be to diffuse and 


defend the doctrines and opinions which are peculiar 
to the Presbyterians, and on this account they have 
give it. no encouragement.” What is 
here acknowledged of the term Presbyterian, is 
equally true of every other sectarian name of chris- 
tian churches. it 18 conceded that the substi- 
tution of geo _—_ for sectarian names could not 
remove the As 9s e difficulty ; it is equally certain that 
it would not be without its influence. Even Celsus, 
the bitter foe of Christians, when charging on them 
as criminal the differences on nonessentials which 
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among them in his day, was compelled to 


+ chat as one bond of union among them, their 
of- name. Thousands of enlightened, true 


—_ 


- unity 
Christians of different denominations differ only in 


name. And thousands there are among the more 
ignorant, who exhibit much acerbity against other 
gects and you 10n for their own, and yet are 
ignorant of all the points of distinction between them 
except the name. | 
The second bond of union among the primitive 
churches, was unity of opinion on all fundamental 
doctrines, that is, the profession of a creed of funda- 
mentals. 'That the primitive Christians, notwith- 
S$tanding their minor differences, did agree on all fun- 
damental doctrines, is evident, because they possessed 
either the oral instruction of the a es, or the same 
s$acred records of them which have; produced snch 
unity in fundamentals among modern Christians. It 


is presupposed by the apostle's injunction « earnestly 


to contend for the faith once delivered to the saints;?? | 


for, before they could contend for the faith, they nust 
have a general understanding them at least as 
to what the fundamentals of that faith are, for they 


were also commanded to abstain from « doubtful dis- 
putations,” and not «to judge” their brethren tor ' 


minor differences. It is proved by the fact, 
that they required of every candidate for baptism a 
profession of his creed of faith prior to the adminis- 
tration of the ordinance : *1f thou believest®? (said 
Philip to the eunuch) © with all thine heart, thou 
mayest be"baptized. And he answered and said, [ 
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” The 
custom of requiring of all applicants for baptism a con» 
fession of their faith in the fundamentals of the gos- 
pel, seeras to have been general throughout the whole 
church. For among the earlier documents of chris- 


| — 
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tian antiquity that-have reached. us, there is one 
which by the concurrent testimony of the christian 
fathers, is an authentic substantial collection of the 
geveral points of doctrine to which this assent was 
required from the days of the apostles, we mean the 
80 called Apostley” Creed. This creed 1s highly in- 
- AS == important, especially to modern Chris- 
tians ; , because it shows what the primitive 
church universally understood the Scriptures to teach; 
and secondly, because it incontestably establishes the 
fact, that the primitive church, when guided by the 
inspired apostles, and 800n after, deemed it lawful 
to require unanimity only in fundamental doc- 
trines in order to the unity of the church. This 
creed, let it be further remembered, was the only one 
which was adopted in the church of Christ until the 
fourth century, in which the council of Nice adopted 


| one of the same import, and of but little grea 


Some variations are found in the 


; Aquilejense tandem addidit © 
3 ex quo symbolo Sec. VI. Romana ecclesia hanc appendicen 


a0 symbolo inseruit) tertia die resurrexit a mortuis : ascendit ad coelos ; 


The Apostles' Creed. 7: WM 


lieve in God the Father Almighty, the Maker of 
heaven and earth : | 1. 

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord ; who 
was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the virgin 
Mary, $uffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
dead and buried. — The third day he rose from the 
dead, he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty, from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. 

1 believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic (or 
universal) church ; the communion of saints ; the 
forgiveness of ins ; the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. + 
-* To this, 8ome copies add the sentence © descended 
into hades, or the place of departed spirits;”” but. it 
was not found in the creed of the Latin churches, 
until the sixth century. Here then we have - the 
series of doctrines, the belief of which was the bond 
of umon in the church of Christ during three hun- 
dred years; and was regarded as sufficient for eccle- 
Slastical union, without any inquiry as to differences 
on minor points. All who adopted these -doctrines 
and adorned them by a consstent walk, were re- 
garded as worthy members of the one, universal 
church of Christ, were every where admitted to 8a- 
cramental communion by right. All professing these 
doctrines, and residing in the s8ame place, were united 
into one church, and worshipped together ; and dif- 


zedet ad dextram Dei Patris omnipotentiss Inde venturus est judicare 
vivos et mortuos. | 

IL Credo in spiritum sanctum (« & in spiritum sanctum” olim), 
Sanctam (* unam” orientales addiderunt)- Ecclesiam  Catholicam ; 
sanctorum communionem, (< catholicam, ex sanctorum communionem”” 
ex Niceno forsan symbolo insertum, olim defuit), Remissionem pecca- 
torum ; Carnis (kujus symb. Aquile) addidit) resurrectionem ; et vitam 
aeternam. Amen. (* vitam aeternam” in plerisque olim symbolis deside- 
rabatur.) Sce Clemm's Einleitung in die Religion und Theologie, 
Vol. IV. p. 459, mx 4 | | 
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ferent christian churches, occup the 8ame 
graphical ground, and dictinguished from each other 
by differences conce doctrines not contained in 


this creed, had no existence in the church for several 
centuries: were totally unknown during the golden 


age of Christianity. To this of doctrine 
8ome few articles were added in after : by ditfer- 


ent councils, to meet several fundamental heresies 
which arose. But the additions are few, and gene- 
rally composed with studious brevity.- In reference 
to these doctrines, which he had just before expressed 
in his own 1 age, Irenaeus, a 8trenuous defender 
of the faith inst various heretics, a disciple of 
Polycarp, the friend of the apostle John, makes the 
following remarks (which are equally applicable to 
the several orthodox Protestant churches though 
they are $0 lamentably divided): This faith the 
church has received, and though dispersed over the 
whole world, assiduously preserves as if she inhabited 
a Single house; and believes in these things as having 
but one heart and one 8oul: and with perfect har- 
mony - proclaims, teaches, hands down these things, 
as though she had but one mouth. For though there 
are various and dissimilar languages in the world ; 
yet the power of the faith transmitted 1s one and the 
Same. Neither the churches in Germany, nor in 
Hheria, (Spain), nor among the Celtae (in France), 
nor in the East, nor in Egypt, nor in Lybia, nor in the 
middle regions of the world (Jerusalem and the adja- 
cent districts) believe or teach any other doctrines. But 
as the un is one and the same throughout the whole; 


80 the preaching of the truth shines every where, and 


enlightens all men, who are willing to come to a 
knowledge of truth. Nor will the most powerful in 
h among the governors of the churches say any 
more than these ; (for no one can be above his 


thi 
 master); nor the most feeble any thing less. For 
as there is -but one faith, he that is able to speak 
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much cannot enlarge ; nor he who can Say little 


diminish 1t,”?? | 
In the earlier of the fourth century (A.D. 325) 
the Nicene C was adopted in order to exclude the 


Arians from the church. It is little else than a repeti- 
tion of the apostles* creed, with several clauses refer- 
ring to the error of the Arians. .'The synod of Con- 
stantinople about fifty-six years afterwards (A. D. 381) 
Still further enlarged this summary, by the addition 
of- several clauses concerning the worship of - the 
Holy Spirit, the validity- of baptism, etc. .'This creed 
as enlarged by the synod of Constantinople, is con- 
tained in the s8ymbols of the Lutheran church in Eu- 
rope, and also in the Prayer Book of our Protestant 
Episcopal brethren in this country. It reads thus : 

«I beheve in one God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible 
and invisible. 

« And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten 
San of God, begotten of his Father before all > 
God of God, Light of Light, true God of the true 
God, begotten not made, being of one substance 
with the Father, by whom all things were made ; 
who for us men and for our salvation, came down 
from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Ghost 
of the virgin Mary, and was made man and was 
crucified also for' us under Pontius Pilate. He suf- 
fered and was buried, and the third day he rose 
again, according to the Scriptures, and ascended mto 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the Father; 
and he shall come again with glory to judge both the 
np and the dead ; whose kingdom Shall have: no 
en 

« And I believe in. the Holy Ghost, the Lord and. 
Giver of life, who proceedeth from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son together 

| Irenaeus adv. haereses, L.L ec. 3. _ at Dako and Mazon's 
Plea, p. 41. 
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is ie.vrekipped and glorified, who spake by the 
' prophets. And I believe in one catholic and apos- 
tolic church. I acknowledge one baptism for the re- 
mission of sins; and I look for the resurrection of 
the dead and the life of the world to come.” 

'These symbols, let it be remembered, we adduce 


not for the purpose of p proving So dreelna contained 
in them, (a poin at tobe estab only by the Scrip- 
tures) but in _— to establish two- facts " highly i im- 
portant to our inquiry, viz. 1) that the early Chris- 


tians did require assent to certain articles of christian 
faith;) and 2) that these articles to which assent was 
demanded, were only fundamental doctrines and facts 
of the christian religion. 

It is thus evident that unity of opinion on funda- 
mental doctrines and on those alone, constitated one 
of the als bonds of union among churches in 


— 


1 'The in the Greek of the Nicene Creed, as pre- 
Dirk dp bioma 1 Rev pnenmbby ir wy By a comperison of it 
with the above version, the reader may distinguish the additions made 
by the council of Consantinople. 
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TlaTp Morey en, TwWT' WT Wt Ty Tit; Try Tlatpe, Our i Orv x24 por we 
#T%, Oxy dnIarer is Onu naw, AmIuT2 & TANTWTL, fur wTry TW 
TIzTg, #4 oy 7% T2274 ty/rero, T4 T4 iy Tw Gptr, x24 T4 i Tx 5a, di nate 
irSparroc, nx4 dis TI Yurrgty Curupity nar Fore xe TAP TA $44 
Ip TT arTa TASTE. nas ETTAITE TH TPHITY naatpt, Er Sora te Tor 
CUPTICUC, SPY LAMP Xp 24 CommTac x21 Ympour. Kats tic T9 &y407 TYWWAat. 

The above was the original form of the creed, and contains all that 
catechumens were required to repeat as their confession. The follow- 
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the early ages. - It is moreover clear, as the several 
orthodox protestant churches of our land cordially 
embrace all the doctrines enumerated by Irenaeus 
and the Apostles' and the Nicene creeds, that they 
ought not on the — of primitive Christianity, 
to be cut up mto different sects, but should be united 
into one universal church. But instead of all the 
Protestant churches embracing one common creed of 
fundamentals, and holding it up to the view of the 
world as the symbol of their unity im the faith as 
Christians did in the earlier ages at every case of bap- 
tiem; the use of different creeds naturally inculcates 
the idea of doctrinal difference instead of unity ; and 
their great length, by bringing to light all the mmor 
differences, and ranking «them indiscriminately with 
the fundamentals, and making them the bases of 
geparate churches, inevitably must tend to throw 
into the shade our real fundamental union and per- 
petuate the schisms in the body of Christ. 

The - third bond of union 'among the primitive 
Christians, was the mutual acknowledgment of each 
others acts of discipline. If an individual was ex- 
communicated or under censure in one- church, he 
could not obtain adraission into any other. As a 
8ecurity against imposition, it was customary for per- 
80Ns in good standing, when travelling into strange 
places, to take letters of introduction, or certificates 
of their good- standing from the pastor. When any 
one was destitute of such certificate, his apphecation | 
for church privileges was always rejected. 'To these 
letters Paul refers, and expresses the opinion, that he 
would need no such document among the Corinthians, 
as he was well known to them : © Need we, as some 
others, epistles of commendation to you, or letters of 
commendation from you? Ye are our epistle, written 
in our .hearts, known and read of all men.” This 
8ame custom was prescribed in the church for cen- 
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" for its confirmation. In the apostolic Canons 'or 


. 


turies, and numerous synodical decrees were enacted 


Regulations we find the following : 
Canon 12. ET: xangarc; # Memo ipagir merce, wwe ddurrec, Giro. Fay wi 
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s dexSw.”) That this ion prevailed from the 
very days of the apostles, is highly probable, because, 
as we have 8een, Paul himself makes mention of let- 
ters of this nature. At the oecumenical or general 
council held at Nice, in the year A. D. 325, at which 
were present ministers from the greater part of the 
christian world, the following resolution, or canon, 
was adopted: 

Resolution or Canon 5. In regard to those per- 
8ans, whether clergymen or (aymen, who have been 
excommunicated by a bishop, the existing rule is to 
be retained, namely, that they shall not be restored 
by any other than by the one who excommunicated 
them. Inguiry ought however to be instituted, 
whether their expulsion from the church was not 
occasioned by a contentious spirit or some other 
mean or hostile passion. Jind in order that this 
may be properly done, there shall annually be two 
Synods held in each prquince, and at these meetings 


of the bishops, suitable examinations shall be insti- 


tuted, in order that every person may see the justice 
of the excommunication of those who trans ed 
against (the regulations of ) the bishop, until the as- 
8emblage of bishops shall, if they see fit, pronounce 
a milder sentence. One of those s8ynodical meet- 
ings shall be held before the spring fast, the other in 
the fall.* 

At the council or synod of Antioch, held in A. D. 
341, sixteen years after that at Nice, a resolution of 


who has been ex 


2 Fuchs' Bibliothek der Ki versammlungen, Vol. I p. 394. 
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Resotution 6. If any person has been excommu- 
nicated by his bishop, he shall not be restored by 
any one else than that bishop himself, unless his 
case has been examined by the council or 8ynod, and 
a-milder sentence been obtained. This regulation 
shall be applicable alike to CN presbyters, dea- 
cons, and all the clergy." 

From these testimonies it is abundantly evident, 
that the churches. in the earlier centuries fully ac- 
knowledged the disciplinarian acts of each other : nor 
is it difficult to perceive the salutary influence which 
would result from such mutual marks of confidence. 
Carried to a reasonable extent, they would give an 
eflicacy ww church dicpline, which it has almost en» | 
tirely lost in modern times. This regulation would” 
cherish brotherly love between the churches, and tend 


to give visibility to their union. 
the primitive © 


- The fourth bond of union among 
Christians was sacramental and ministerual com- 
"munton. This feature is one of very extensive ap- 
plication and most salutary influence on the difterent 
portions of the christian church. The apostle Paul 
-may be regarded as inculcating it in his declaration to 
the Christians at Corinth ; © For we being many, are 
one bread and one body (that is, you at Corinth, I and 
my fellow-Christians here at Ephesus, from the midst 
of whom I am addressing you, are one body); for 
we are all partakers of that one bread.” 5$49-4r 
ingly we find that in the earliest period to which the 
records of christian antiquity extend, every church 
received to communion as fully as its own members, 
the members and ministers of every other acknow- 
ledged christian church on earth, upon evidence of 
their good standing. Strangers coming from other 
churches were required to present letters. or certifi- 
cates of their standing ; and all Christians, whether 
clergy or laymen, regarded it as a duty to commune 


| Fuchs Bibliothek der Kirchenversammlungen, Vol. II. p. 62. 
*1 Cor, 10: 17, 
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with the members of any other church, at which they 
happened to be present. It was a common custom 
for Christians in the earlier centuries, when travelling, 
to take such certificates of membership with them ; 
and when stopping in a city or town, they sought out 
the Christians living in it, and received from them 
every mark of attention and friendship. These letters 
were termed {iterae formatae Or yerumare rrroruuma, US 
they were of a particular form to prevent counterfeits ; 
they were sometimes denominated epistolae commus- 
nicatoriae, Or yeaupere zwrnas, letters of ecclesiastical 
communion or tellowshap." 

The broad prmciple of scriptural christian com- 
munion extends indiscriminately to all whom we re- 
gard as true disciples of Christ, Thus tis laid down 
by Peter in his vindication, when censnred for com- 
muning with Gentile converts: © thon wentest in to 
men uncircumcised and didst eat with them.” His 


argument is thus swmmed up, after he had detailed 


the facts on which it : * Forasmuch as God 
gave them the like gift, as he did unto us, who be- 
lieved on the Lord Jesus Christ; what was 1, that 
1 could withstand God?” 

It is equally certain that ministerial communion 
and official acknowledgment pervaded the church in 
her primitive ages. 'The regulations made by dif- 
ferent synods or councils to prevent the abuse of this 
privilege mcontestibly establish its existence. But 
even in the a Ic canons we find the following : 

Canon 32. Maluz Tw tm mourn » Ter furygar » Hixxorn ar 
«01 xaguzs Tc wifi; Todo wferey* us pore, Tr yours airrorc wn 
XAT NNCevTh, tus xuvanay 2Tw; pan Teri whs* m4 yag nate ooragne- 
947 94v eau," 

1 Neander's Allgemeine Geschichte Christlichen Religion 
Kirche, Vol. L p. 320. = _— 
_ 2 Acts 12: 3, 17, 
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At the SAGA of Carthage, held A. D. 348 or 349, it 
was resolved that * no one shall receive a minister 
without letters from his bishop.””* 

If furnished with snitable testimonials a minister in 
one part of the church was acknowledged as such in 
every other, and if present at public worship was or- 
dinarily invited to take part in conducting the services. 

The tendency which ach free sacramental inter-- 
communion as opportunity offers, with all over the 
whole earth who present credible evidence of genuine 
discipleship, cannot readily be calculated. The views 
and principles and feelings which 1t presupposes, 
constitute important elements of the nullennal umon 
of the ſuture church. God grant their Speedy dis- 
semination over the church universal ! 

The ft} means by which unity was promoted 
and preserved among the primitive Christians, was 
occasional epistolary communication. Of this fact 
we have abundant proof in the epistles of Clement, 
Polycarp, Ignatius and Barnabas, who are termed 
apostolic fathers, because they Ived -partly in the 
apostolic age. Some of these epistles are doubtless 
spurious and all-corrupted, yet enough remains to an- 
swer the purpose for which we adduce them, to show 
that they were letters written to different churches to 
promote doctrinal and ecclesiastical union among 
them. The age immediately subsequent to the a 
tles furnishes numerous instances of such epistola 6 Hhec 
communion of the churches. _ From Eusebius. = 
learn that Dionysms of Corinth about the year A, D. 
160, sent abroad numerous epistles of this kind. « And 
first (ﬆ2ys EOSOOIAT ) we must speak of*,Dionysius, 


piety) let them be received : but if they do not; their immediate neces- 
sities should be supplied but they must not be received into communion, 
For many instances._of fraud have occurred in this matter.” Roessler's 
Bibliothek der Kirchenviter, Vol. IV. p. 240. 

| Fachs' Bibliothek der Kirchenversammlungen, Vol. III. p. 35. 
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any others than those of their own sect. Instead of 
that community of interest between all the members 
of Christ's body, which the apostle inculcates, *so that 
all the members should have the same care one for 
another, and whether one member suffer, all the 
members suffer with 1t ;*** sectaritanism has taught 
each member of the body to 8tand aloof from the 
others, has taught them by no means to « have the 
Same care one for another ! !”? 

The l{ast bond of prunitive union was the OCCa- 
Sional consullation of different churches by repre- 


Sentatives convened in a council or s8ynod. "This. 


means of promoting _ [—_ Chrietiaiio was for 
Several reasons not very freq resorted to in. the 


apostolic age. The continual journies of the apostles 


tended in a measure to answer the same purpose. 


How often councils for mutual consultation” were 
held, prior to that at Rome, mentioned by Eusebius, 
we know not; but ears Os rk 
the apostolic example, Acts xv., the church shou 

apply it jusf as extensively as is found to promote the 
Spirit of union, brotherly love and order among Chris- 
tans. As however neither Christ nor his apostles 
have appointed $uch bodies as courts of judicature 
or appeal ; it 1s probable, that whatever of 
this kind is referred to the more extensive judicato- 
ries, their decisions Should be mainly as 
advisory, and should have no other force than 're- 
sults from the evidence alleged 
opinion given. The danger of sach General Synods, 
Assembhles, or Conventions, arises not 80 much from 


the number of churches represented in them, as from 


the great number of the delegates, from the degree 


of power conferred on them by the elementary mem- 
bers of Christ's body, the individual churches ; and 
from the amount of actual business which is irans-' 
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fiquis mei usus fore videbitur, ne decem quidem 
maria, si opus sit, ob eam rem rappers pigeat. Cal- 
vin's Epist. p. 61,) 
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CHAPTER HEL 


ORIGIN OF THE PROTESTANT CHURCHES, AND CAUSES 
OP STRIFE ANCOon THEM. 


Warr contemplating tbe Guiidhor the Rediiunil, - 
from the time when the Magter tabernacled 'm the 


flesh, to the pennant Gay, Os GS 
marked, forably struck by the contrast between " 
visible unity in the earlier and the 
tude of her divisions since the- tion. Dub 
rock ana Aur rn 2 5 


christian 


tion of God's 
into a multitude of nates; 


corruptions, and death or a 
cup was the only alternative. «Babylon, 
was fallen” under the divine displeasure, aa « the 


voice from heaven**must be gbeyed, « Come outof 


her, my people, that ye be not paxtakors.of her 
and that ye receive not her are gi cs 
Protestants themselves should Separate 
from each other; should break communion with those 
whom they professed to regard- as brethren, was as ift- 
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consistent with the practice of the a lic church, 
and, at least in the extent to which it was carried, 
and the principle on which it was based, detrimental 
to the interests of the christian cause. But it must 
not be forgotten, that the position thus assumed, was, 
80 far as its ulterior results are concerned, rather ad- 
ventitious than designed. The Protestaut churches 
Struggled into existence amid circumstances of ex- 
citement, oppression and agitation both civil and 
aclotianiens This state of things was highly un- 
propitious alike to the/ formation of perfect views of 


.church polity in theory, and their introduction in 


ractice. The Reformation itself, could not have 
beck effected, unless aided by the civil arm, which 
tected its agents from papal vengeance. A total 


action, would probably have blasted the Reformation 
in the bud ; .even if the views of the earlier Reformers 
had led them to desire s8uch exclusion. Owing 

} these circumstances, and partly to the remains of 
Vapel bigotry $till adhering to them, the Protestants 
in different countries Organiza- 
tions not only entirel te, as in s80me respects 
they properly might be ; but having little reference 
to the church as a whole, and to cast into 
the. back the fundamental unity which ac- 
tually exists between them. Without entering into 
a detail of their origin, it may not be amiss, in view 
of the popular r, to. advert to the successive 
dates of their formation. 

The Lutheran church grew up with the Reforma- 
tion itself, which commenced in 1517. The early 
of the one, in Germany, Denmark, Prussia, 
Sweden, and Norway is also the history of the other. 


Successively 


The commencement of the church may be dated, 
_ either from 1520, when Luther renounced his alle- 


glance to popery, by committing the emblems of papal 
power, the bulls and canons, to the flames ; or, more 
properly it may be fixed at 1530, when the reformers 
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presented their confession of faith, to the —— 
and diet at Augsburg.. It is to be regretted, that this 
eldest branch of the Protestant church adopted a 
Sectarian name; thus fostering excessive reverence 
for the opinions 'of an illustrious yet fallible servant 
of God, erecting them into a standard of orthodoxy, 
and making his doctrinal attainments the ne plus 
ultra of ecclesiastical reformation, For, the church 
being termed Lutheran, it was a very popular argu- 
ment, which bigots did not fail to wield, that he who 
rejected any of Lauther's opinions.,was untrue to the 
church which bore his name. Had 8ome generic de- 
n been assumed, and only generic principles 
been adopted for the organization of the church, the 
work of Soleraintin maght have been gradually ad- 
vanced until ay -- —_ of f popery was obliterated, 
without hurling the unfaithfulness at any 
one. Yet, it is but RR to that distinguished ser- 
vant of God to add, that the name was given to his 
were by his enemies from derision, whilst he pro- 
toxted ngains it with his accustomed energy. «I 
beg (said he) that men would abstain from using my. 
name, and would call themselves not Lutherans, but 
Christians. What is Luther? My doctrine is not 
mine. Neither was I crucified for any one.. Paul 
would not suffer Christians to be called after TR. 
ahould it happen $0. me, poctjeraptiblo food” of 
it hap to me, poor, e ot 
worms, that the disciples of Christ should be called 
aſter my abominable name ? Be it not $0, beloved 
but let us extirpate names, ' and be 
called Christians; for it is the doctrine of Christ that 
we teach.” 
The German Reform church was next established 


through the of that ed seryant of 
Christ, Z e commenced ublic efforts as a 
Reformer in 1519, by 0 ' ag e of indulgences 
by the Romish agent Sampson. In1531 a permanentre- 


ligious peace was made un Switzerland,'securing mu- 
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Congregational church was organized in 


United Brethren, may be regarded as 0 


70:4: Fraternal Appeal. 


___ 


tual toleration both to the reformed and to the Catho- 
lics, and thus stability was given to this portion of 
the Protestgnt Church, 

The Episcopal church may be dated from 1533, 
when Henry VIII. renounced his allegiance to the 
pope, and separated the church of England from the 
papal see; although the work of actually reforming 
this church was accomplished at a later date. 

The Baptist church may be referred to the year 
1535, when Menno Simon commenced his career; or 
to 1536, when it was ly orgamzed. 

The: Calvinistic or Presbyterian church, using 
the phrase to designate- the church established by 
Calvin himself, may be dated at 1536, when he was 
appointed minister at Geneva, or more properly at 
1542 when he established the presbytery there. 

The Presbyterian church in England, Scotland 
and America, may be regarded as a continuation of 
the,church, founded by this eminent servant of God. 

The Congregational or Independent church may 
be dated from 1616, when, the first Inde Etnd or 


land by 
Mr. Jacob. 

The modern Moravian church or church of the 
riginating in 
1727, when Count Zinzendorf and Baron V Waterville 
were 'selected as directors of the frate' . - Both the 
Moravian and the Baptist churches trace their origin 
to christian communities prior *to the Reformation. 
But our design is merely to enumerate the dates of 
the e most extensive Protestant denomina- 
tions ;- in_doing which, we have elected the earliest 

periods, i in order that readers of no particular church 
might dissent or feel eved. 

The origin of the Methodist church may be traced 
to 1729, when its honored founder Mr. John Wesley, 
and Mr. Morgan commenced their meetings for the 
practical s8tudy ly of the sacred volume: 

Numerous other denominations of minor extent, 
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are found among us, whose principles coincide more 
or less with those of the churches here specified. All 
these together constitute the gate body of Pro- 
testants, and are the great mass of the visible church 
of the Redeemer, engaged in promoting his mediator- 
ial reign on earth, and owned by his Spirit's. blessing. 


Causes of sectarian strife between the different 
branches of the Protestant church. | 


In continental Europe the sectarian principle i is not 
exhibited in its full development. "There, either the 
Latheran or Reformed church, and in some instances - 
both are established by law ; and the number of dis- 
senters, if any exist, is very small. In England, 
where a ——__ amount of 1i is enjoyed, and the 
press is unshackled, dissenters from the established 
church are far more numerous. - But it -is only in 
these United States, where Christianity has been 
divorced from the civil government, and restored to 
its primitive nce on its own moral power, that 
all 8ects are on perfect equality, andthe natural ten- 
dency of sectarianism is witnessed in its full latitude. 
The $eparation- between church and state is worthy 
of all praise, and demands our warmest gratitude to 
Heaven. It has restored the American Protestant 
church to the original advan of the golden age 
of Christianity in the apostolic days. In this land of 
refuge for oppressed Europe, God-has placed his peo- 
ple in brake. <1 most auspicious for the gradual 
« perfecting” of his visible om. Here we are 
enabled, unencumbered by entangling alliances with 
civil government, to review the history of the Re- 
deemer's kingdom for eighteen hundred years, to 
trace the rise and progress of error in all its forms, to 
witness the effects of every different measure, and by 
a species of experimental eclecticism, rejecting every 
thing injurious, to combine all that has proved advan- 
tageous, and incorporate it in the strueture and rela- 
tions of the Protestant church. And has not God, in 


bd 
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his providence called us to this work? Has he not, 
| byour peculiar situation imposed on us this obligation ?-. 
Ought not every man, be he minister or layman, who 
wields any influence in any christian denomination, 
Strive to rise to the level of this sublime undertaking, 
and inquire : Whence originates the strife among the 
different branches of the church ; and how 
may their union on apostolic 7 oor wh> wa be most suc- 
cessfully effected ? causes-of this strife 
_ we may enumerate the EDN 
> 1. The absence of any visible bond, ox indication 
of union, between the di churches in any city, 
town or neighborhood, whilst each of them is con- 
nected to other churches elsewhere of its own de- 
_ nomination. | 'This cireumstance cherishes 
_ the unfriendly conviction, that each church prefers 
other distant churches to its own neighboring breth- 
ren. If the churches were all 1 t, having 
no closer connexion with any others than with 
their neighbors'a there would be less occasion 
for this feeling. ' No bond of outward union at all, 
would be more conducive to brotherly love amo 
neighbors, than a bond which excludes those aro 
us, and unites us _— afar off. The effect of this 
ing deci to a or disregard between neighbor- 
R_ 8ame Saviour is witnessed in our 
contain several churches of the same de- 
united by a common confession - and þb 
their ans For or Presbyterial relations. How m 
nearer do the churches of the same denomination feel 
to each other, than to other sects not thus connected, 
though equally and sometimes more contiguous ! 
- 2. The next cause of strife 


churches is their 
Separate organization on the ground of doctrinal 
diversity. Separate organization becomes necessary 
ay as80ciation whose members are numerous, 
over a large extent of country. This is 
CAEGS aan for efnints vans tes eat: But the 
most natural ground of division among those profess- 
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edly belonging to the same great family, and aiming . 
at the same ends, is geographical proximity ; as 18 
86en in the division of our common country into States 
and these again into-counties, and as existed- in the 
christian chureh in the apostolie age. But-when the - 
drvision is made” according to a principle totally dif- 
ferent from "this, when it is actually made onthe 


. ground of difference between certain portions of this 


common family ; it constantly holds up to view not 
only the existence of some- difference, but also the 
fact, that this difference is 80 important, as to require 
those entertaining it to Separate from one another. 
Now as of two conflicting opinions only one can be 
true ; it also implies, that each party regards the” 
—_ as in important error, and that itself pro- 
es8es” SUPerior This is virtually judging our 
brother, and > Rs the rioction of our judg- 
ment by founding on it a peculiarity in the structure 
of our ecclesiastical organization. This circumstanee 
is obviously calculated to beget unfriendly feelings, 
and to cherish bigotry ; and its effect will be propor- 
tioned to the density and exclusiveness of the organi 
zation based on it. In the primitive church, when 
no different denominations of Christians existed, but 
all professors of Christianity, of - pr Ho 
whether they entirel 
longed to hs Same ory an | 
the human heart Sand BY Dh only Se navate ba 
terests of neighboring churches occupying * difforont 
ground. But to this is now unhappily added the 
conflict of" interests ping e occupancy of 
the same ground by tw hes, as also the con- 
interests of popu pended. ORE ca 
nizations, aiming to occupy the same location. . 
NE rs bg nonecs of ffrinn melts, may be 
found i in the w use of traneſundamental creeds.” ; We 


ee TCR < Ns eo Pear 0% 
ML Ra.. bn I IR BEED X 
” > —— 


gs. th, 
ws I, aber 
<2 76 Sobel a6 


_ could. 8ubscribe. That the brevity of these creeds 
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have already.seen that creeds properly constructed 
are useful in the church. We believe it may easily 
be established, that either in written or oral form 
they are essential. They existed in the primitive 
church in the latter form, and were productive of 
good and only good. They. were $00n. reduced to 
writing in the 80-called Apostles? creed, and served 
as a bond of union dvring the, first four centuries of 
the church, among all who held the fundamentals of 
truth. But at that time creeds were confined to fun- 
damentals. Neither the Apostles* nor the Nicene 
creeds amounts to more than a single octavo page ; 
and to the whole of the former and most of the latter 
all the different orthodox churches of the present day 


did not arise from the absence of diversity of views is 
certain. It has been proved in a former part of this 
Appeal, that there did exist differences of opinion, 
even In the a lic age, on 80me points, regarded 
by us as highly important. To that evidence, fully 
Satisfactory because. derived from God's infallible 
word, we would here subjoin a highly important 
passage from Origen, to prove that 8uch diversities 
of opinion continued to rize the church from 
that day till the middle of the third century, at which 
time. he wrote. The apostolic fathers also, would 

rd us important testimony on this point. Their 
writings have, indeed, reached us in a corrupted 
State; yet enough remains fully to answer our pur- 
pase ;' for the differences which they endeavour to 
allay must have existed. We however, con- 
fine ourselves to the passage from Ori which we 
believe has not before been presented to the Amegican 
parts Origen, let it be borne in mind, was the most 
earned christian writer who had ap from the 


_ time of the apostles. He was born but eighty-five 


years after St. John's death, and therefore may have 
8een persons who lived in the apostolic age. The 
infidel Celsus. had asserted, that in the beginning, 
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when Christians were few in number, there was 
unanimity on all points, but that in his day, the latter 
part of the s8econd century (A. D. 176), they differed 
on many 8ubjects. The following is Origen's reply : 

« But he (Celsus) also asserts, that they (the primitive 
Christians) all ed in their opinions; not observing 
that from the beginning there were different opinions 
among believers (Christians) as to the-selection of the 
books to be regarded as divine. Moreover, whilst 
the apostles were yet preaching, and those who were 


eye-witnesses were teaching the things which they 
had learned of Jesus, there was not a little dispute 


among the Jewish believers, concerning those. gentiles 
who embraced the christian doctrines, whether it was 
their duty to observe the Jewish rites; or whether 
the burden of clean and unclean meats might not be 
removed, as unnecessary, from those among the gen- 
tiles who abandon the cnstoms of their fathers and 
believe in Jesus. And in the epistles of Paul we per- 
ceive that in the time of those who had seen Jesus, 
gome were found who called in question the resur- 
rection, and disputed whether it had not already 
taken place ; and also concerning the day of the 
Lord, whether it was just at hand or not; and that 
(admonition) to avoid profane, vain babblings and the 
oppositions of knowledge falsely 80. called, which 


80me professing, have made shipwreck concerning 


the faith ; hence it is manifest that from the very be- 
certain differences of opinion occurred, at a 
time when (as Celsns supposes) the number of the 
believers was yet . Then, when discoursing 
about the differences of opinion amongst Christians, 
he upbraids us, saying that when the Christians be- 
came numerous and were scattered abroad, they were 
repeatedly split up and cut into parties, each wishing 
to maintain their own position, and then (he adds)— 
dividing again, and quarrelling 
until, 80 to , they agreed in only one thing, that 
is, in DAING, if even for shame's sake they still have 
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this left in common ; but that in all other things they 
differ. To this we reply, that there never has been a 
gubject, whose principles are of ahy moment and of 
importance in life, concerning which different opi- 
nions have not. existed. Thus, because medicine is 
useful and necessary to the human family, there are 
many 4lisputed points in it, relating to the different 
modes of curing the diseased. Hence different parties 
DEF or systems) in medicine. are confessedly 
rmed among the Greeks, and I believe also among 
such of the barbarous nations as avail themselves of 
the healing art. And again, because philosophy pro- 
fesses to teach the truth and instructs us in a know- 
ledge of the things which exist, and how we ought to 
live, and aims at showing what will be advantageous 
to our race, it has many topics of dispute. Hence in 
philosophy also, there are very many parties ( 
s8chools), some more and others less dtingnaated”" 
Here, then, we have the testimony alike of the 
most distinguished infidel and Christian of the second 


yet at that time the only creed 
roper to use, was that termed 
Short, there 1s no doubt, that 
ferent 80 called orthodox Protestant churches, 
are 1n reality as much united in the fundamental doc- 
trines of Christianity as the church in the earlier cen- 
turies was. But modern creeds instead of giving 
prominence to this unity, and preserving it by adding 
a few sentences to these venerable ancient confes- 


— : 


Evils of s8ectarian Training. 77 


— 


which have sprung up since the fourth century, are 
swelled some to fifty and s8ome to a hundred times 
their 81ze!! Thus they necessarily embrace'so many 
minor points of doctrine and opimon, that few of the 
members of the churches professing them do in reality 
believe all their contents! When the'minor points of 
difference are embodied in a creed, they. become the ' 
stereotyped characteristics of a new sect, and enlist 
in their defence many of the unsanctified principles 
of our nature. They become wedges of dissension 
to split in pieces the body of Christ, they form per- 
manent barriers of division and bulwarks of Schism 
in his church, 

'-4. The fourth cause of alienation among Christiang 
is the sectarian training of the rising generation. 
No principle is more fully established in the philo- 
5ophy of mind, no fact more uniformly attested by 
xperience of ages, than that the impressions of 
early are most , that the prejudices of 

ood and youth pursue us through every su 
quent period of life. And whoever faithfully traces 
to its source the sectarian alienation of Christians 
will, we think, be constrained to attribute much of it 


to early sectarian 
In education of children, the bible 
should as mnch as possible be used as the book of 
sudy and recitation, and such other elementary works 
and catechisms, as are mainly confined to the common 
und of christian doctrine, that ground occupied by 
the ——— of the American Tract and Sunday 
which is certainly of sufficient lati- 
_ — peculiarities of particular churches may 
indeed, and naturally will occasionally be touched on, 
but they ought to be r as of inferior impor- 
tance compared with the common Christianity. And 
when our own denomination is the special topic of _ 
instraction, children should be distinctly informed, that 
the other denominations are our brethren, who love 
and serve the same Saviour,and are as sincere, and per- 
7* 
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not many parents in the presence of their children, 
exhibit their prejudices against other religions deno- 
minations? How mach more freq y do they 
exalt their own denomination above all others, either 
directly or by comparative allusions? Are there not 
gome parents, alas that it should be so! some 
pastors too, who strive even by direct effort to instil 

erence for their own 


may be doubted whether some Pro- 


' testants have not inadvertently conceded to some of 


theee modern Fathers an influence so0mewhat similar, 


Inordinate Veneration of distinguished Men. 79 


pomibly i in a few cases even equal m degree. The 
names of these good and great yet fallible men, have 
become identified with certain distinguishing non- 
fundamental doctrines which they held, and by which 
they were ished from others. Thew autho- 
rity and influence, acquired by their zeal and success 
in behalf of the common Christianity, are thus often 
used as a $hield of protection” for these minor 
harities. The very designation of these peculiarities 
by personal names, calls into play Sectarian as80Cla- 
_ and sinister feelings, and is a kind of covert 
| to the authority of these Fathers. 

oreover each sect is prone to cultivate almost 
exclusively the literature of- its own denomination. 
Enter the theo | schools or the private libraries 
of ministers, and you will find that generally Luther- 


ans and Calvinists and as, > Argent Baptists 
and Methodists, devote most of their time to the study 


of authors of their own' denominations, —_— _ 
vn. also be distinetly*traced in the hibra- 
of naty lay” Carle -Many of - these dis- 
gervants of God would haye grieved to 
think of the sectarian use, which has ma 
of their names and literary labo 
of Lather, A 


for - two centuries 'espec = = 
—_e for Os St nd” choriatied e 

for purpor of men would apply to the holy 
ene themselves, and let my books alone; as 
they have now accomplished their end and have 
conducted the hearts of men to the Scriptures, which 
was my ConIgn in writing them. What profit is 
there in the making of books, and yet- re- 
maining ignorant of the book of books? Better far 
to drink ont of the fountain itself, than out bf the 
little rivulets which have conducted you to'it.\— 
ever now wishes to have my books, I entreat him by 


employed in Ger- 


| Luther's Deutschs Werke, B; 14. 8.422.” 
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no means to let them be an obstacle to his studying 

| the Scriptures themselves. But let him look upon 
19%; my. books, as4 do on the decretals of the popes and 
14 books of the sophists, that is, though I occasionally 
look into them to see what they performed, and to 
examine the history of the times, I by no means 


study them der the impression, that I must do as 
thoy teach.” y there is reason to fear, that some 
men « early and long continued traming 


_—_ 80 ck accustomed to test and value their 
views, rather as being Lutheran or Calvinistic than 
biblical, have 80 long been in the habit of dwelling 
on. the conformity of their sentiments to those. of 
Luther, Calvin, Wesley, or some other worthy of the 
that they would feel deeply distressed and 
almost Jost, if these names were wrested from them ! 


primitive oa wag — x 
was based on. the Saviour ne ! 


as carnal. © Therefore” (ﬆaid he) « let no man glory 
in men. for they are all yours ( are all the pro- 


.of the whole church), whether Paul or A 
Sy (and v nay add Luther and Calvin 


and Wesley) : « all are yours, and ye are Christ's, 
_— LO i os... So then («%re;) let: a man con- 


would have all believers 


1 Luther's Deuteche Werke, B:14. 8.490, #1 Cor, 3: 21—4: 1. 
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An 


called Christians and only Christians, All that this 


name implied he wished to be, and neither more nor + 


irit shall return to 


less. Happy day! when this 
the church Then $she may celebrate a jubilee, a 
glorious jubilee; and it will literally be, not a cen- 
tennial, but a millennial jubilee. The last thousand 
will have witne but one ! ! 
Nor would we pass in slence a collateral evil, re- 
sulting from the almost exclusive cultivation of sec- 
tarian literature. As this literature 1s all of a date 
subsequent to the Reformation, its perusal impresses 
the Protestant laity with the modern origin of our 
churches; and leaves them in almost total darkness 
as to our real identity with the church of the earlier 
Hence our people are unduly wapressed” by 
the Romish claim to superior antiquity, and an ad- 
vantage is conceded to- papists of which they cun- 
ingly avail themselves. If Protestants selected 
their literature promiscuously from among the differ- 
ent sects according to the: intrinsic merits of the 
writers, it would tend much to promote actual uni 
and mutual esteem among themselves; and if, bo 
in their literature and creeds, they gave greater pro- 
minence to their identity with the. primitive church, 
they would make the laity feel their connexion with 
the christians of the earlier centuries, and thus nullify 
the most popular argument by which papists pro- 
8elyte Protestant members. 

6. Another g6urce of sectarian- discord, 1s ecclesi- 
astical pride. "As long 
this element of native depravity will more. or 
ess influence the disciples of Christ; will seek. and 
often find fuel even in the. of God. Each 
gect is naturally disposed to regard its - institutions 
and its ministers as the most learned and able, or 
its members as most genteel, or its rites most 
fashionable, its churches most 8plendid, or its. mem- 
bers the most pious, its pales as far the best road to 
heaven. - Ministers are tempted to be influenced - by 
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the fact, that they regard their churches as chai 
ing 


the most co icuous theatre for the display of 
their talents, br h out the fairest p of 
advancement; their audiences as the most intelligent, 
their support as the most liberal, or as best secured 
contingencies. Hence they are in danger of 
looking on their less favored ear with secret 
disrespect ; of cherishing ecclesiasti _ and 
having their oy _ warped by e do not 
assert that Meeps, pied co the influ- 
ence of this temptation, yet Happy is that man, who, 
on an um examination his feelings as in the 
presence of God, stands fully acquitted by his own 
conscience ! That caution. here 1s not superfluous, 
was evidently the opinion of the great apostle of the 
ntites, who ha himself all sectarian 
onors, gives . double force to -his admonition : 

«'These , brethren, I have tivel 


ferred (applied) to myself and to Apollos, r Sram your 


wy Deny t learn-by us not to esteem minis- 
ters (8e v. 1.) ve what is written (in-v. 1. and 
ch. 3: 5—9, 21.) that no one of you may, on account 
of one (minister), be putfed up another ! !”? 
'7. The last source of sectarian discord to be noticed 


is conflict of pecuniary interest between neighbour- 
ministers and churches. This principle ap 


which d in 5ome meazure on the inicrease of 
his ch In reference to laymen, it applies. to 
their raising funds for all ecclesiastical purposes. The 
more their church prospers- and recerves additions, 
the mors eat will tho burden root on be divided, 

burden rest on their shoul- 


«modi cy re 
yo Ann. man} none wg wget ac rn 


re or less at the expense of the pwn 
of either, diminishes the amount of ma- 
terials for the others to act on, and this'is a matter of - 


ders. Hence 
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OA 


Serious moment to the parties especially i in smaller 
towns and vi s, where often twice as many 
ministers are $tationed as are needed, or can be sp- 
ported. 

From this difficulty the primitive ehurch was 
almost entirely exempt. In the earlier ages it was 
customary to appoint, that is, ordain several elders, 
or as we now term them ministers, in every church, 
who divided the labor between them, and generally 
continued to prosecute their secular business, thus in 
a great measure supporting themselves ; whilst it 
was cust from the beginning” to” provide .for 
those who went abroad as missionaries, and tra- 
velled from place to place.* The only fund of the 
church, was that which arose from, the voluntary 
offerings of the members on each Lord's day. This 
fund however was considerable j and it was pro- 
bably as a stimulus to liberality, that the custom _ x 

off the names of the contributors was in- 


troduced ; h its professed design was to com- 
mend them to special prayers of the church.? In 
the third century, when the duties of mimisters had 


become $0 greatly multiplied as to require their entire 
time, they were in some countries prohibited from 
following any 8ecular profession, as we learn-from 
Cyprian,* and other sources, 'The s1xth of the .4pos- 
tolic Canons reads thus: = 

Canon 6. Neither a bishop, 


shall engage in secular emp 
being from office. 

And the fortieth canon 1s as follows: . 

Canon 40. We ordain that the bishop shall "Is 
the control of the congregational property. For 
as the precious souls of men are committed to his 
care, much more ought he to have the control of the 


Pack Dibiotnk Jar Kirchenvermmmlungen, Vol. TH 

2 Thid, Vol. I p. 72. | 

dh... a Neue bp. ok 
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byter nor deacon 
ment, on pain of 
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property, that he may freely arrange every. 
thing, that he may aid the poor t k the instru- 


mentality of the presbyters and deacons, in the fear 
of God -& in all honesty. He hall also be per- 
mitted to apply a portion of it to his own 4sndis- 
pensable wants, if he needs it, as also for strange 
Christians tho have come as ts; and in these 
cases it is not necessary to $uffer any want (uronau- 
Bare bs x24: airTor Tem Iuoyren, vis Furr, us Thc nary ante; aire pc; KA 
Twy UTE uae) dD por, & xaTh pales Tprru caTw; roms Fa). 

The fifty-eighth canon likewise relates to this 


gubject 

Con 68: If a bishop refuse to supply the indis- 
pensable wants of a poor minister oe Tantnedy from 
the church funds) he shall be set aide; and if he 
8fill refuses to do it, let him be depoved as a mur- 


derer of his brethren." 

At the Synod of Elvira, (in Spain, near the site of 
the present Granada,) the of which is not en- 
tirely certain, though fixed with probability about 
the year $18, a restriction was imposed on ministers, 
bois init conc, which bowwre 


chureh 


, elders and deacons #hall not 
regidence for the sake of trade, 


_or gy the purposes of at- 
tendi K Tent 6 Pley may, for 


he b 
pose 7 raining « eubi s8end a gon, or 
man, or hireling, or end, « or an one else ; and 
if they wizh to pureue any vecular ness, let it be 
within their province.* 

= eooeganep WH @ess perginal documents, is the 


WPI 


© 1 Rocxeler's Bibliothek der Kirchenviter, Vol. 4. p. 232, 242, 248. 
2 Thid, Vol. 4. p. 280, 281. Episcopi, Presbyteri et Diacones de locis 
; negotiandi causa non discedant; nec circumeuntes quaes- 
tuosas nundinas sectentur. Sane ad victum sibi conquirendum aut 
Miam, aut libertum, aut mercenarium, aut cxaloans; cut quemiliet_za- 


tant, ot «i voluerint negotiari, intra. provinciam negotientur. 
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@pinion of Dr. Neander, who is confessedly the most 
learned writer of the present age, on the ancienthis- 
tory of the church. © It is almost certain (says he) 
that.in the beginning, those who held offices. in the 
church, continued to pursne their secular business, 
and thereby supported their families, as they had 
previously done. The con ions, which consisted 
chiefly of the poor, were scarcely able to provide for 
the support of their ministers (presbyters) and dea- 
cons, especially as at that time many other demands » 
were made on the co onal treasury, such as * 
for the support of the destitute widows, of the poor, 
of the sick, and of orphans. And it may be that the 
ministers often belonged to the wealthiest members 
of the church, and indeed this must often have been 
the case, as their office required a degree of previous 
cultivation of mind and manners, which could more 
frequently þe found among persons in the higher or 
ddle w of life, than among the lower classes of 
Society. If it was that the presbyters or, 
bishops, as they were in all respects to be an example 
to the-flock, should also have been distinguished 
among the Christians for their hospitality (1 Tim. 
3: 2), they must have belonged to those in easy cir- 
cumstances, of whom the number was not large, —and 
how could such persons have permitted themselves 
to be supported by the savings of their more needy 
brethren! The apostle Paul does indeed declare, 
that the missionaries who went abroad to publish the 
gospel, are entitled to a support from those for whose 
> rg benefit they labor, but we cannot hence infer 
841Me 1N re to the officers of individual congre- 
gations. The former could not well unite their 
secular profession with the duties of their spiritual 
calling, although to the self-denial of Paul even this 
was possible. But the latter could at first easily com- 
bine their secular profession with their ecclegiastical 
office. Nor was = any thing offensive in such a 


anion according to the primitive views of the Chris- 
p 


oO 
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But when the congregations 
duties of the church officers 
the duty of teaching was 
chiefly confined to the ministers, as the office of the 
n1 their time and exertions if they 
y; it was often no 

provide for their own sup- 
having become larger, 
and were now able to sup- 
salary of the ministers was paid out 
tional treasury, which was supplied 
contribution from each member at the 


urpose of preventi 
; for we 8ee from the work 
, that during the long continued 
spirit t in among 
that, immersed in business, 
their spiritual duties and the welfare 
of their churches,” . 
Such then are the undoubted facts in the case. In 
the beginning there was not, there could not be any 
conflict of pecuniary interest between adjoining mi- 
nisters and congregations. But it is evident, that even 
after it became necessary for ministers to relinquish 
| Neander's Geschichte der christlichen Religion 
Kirche, Vol I. p. 303, 304, 305, | m 
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their secular business and be 8&u d by their con- 
gregations, which they had a clear right to demand as 
g00N as the co tions were large enough to sup- 
port them, as Paul distinctly teaches in 1 Cor. ix. 
scarcely any more difficulty could arise ; because, 
there being but one denomination of Christians, there 
could not be several conflicting churches aiming to 
py the same ground, and the cases would be rare 
in which more ministers would be stationed. in one 
place, than the population required and could support. 
How great the difficulties are, which now arise 
from this s0urce is well known. Yet they might be 
greatly diminished by the plan of union hereafter pro- 
posed, if, a) the confederated denominations would 
resolve not to send into any neighborhood more mi- 
nisters than would constitute a reasonable snpply, say 
one to every thousand sonls. bÞ) Let all the members 
of the confederated churches, resident in such bounds 
unite in supporting one and the same minister. And 
c) it the whole confederated population of snech a dis- 
trict 1s unable to furnish an. nate support for a 
minister, let application be made to the Home Mis- 
Sionary Society for aid. Thus would the funds of 
the church be better husbanded and more jndiciously 
and extensrvely applied; n laborers would be 
for destitute portions of our land and of our 
obe, b love would more abound in the church 
at home, and unity of spirit be greatly promoted. 


CHAPTER IV. 


REMEDY FOR THESE EVILS, OR PLAN FOR THE RE- 
STORATTON OP CATHOLIC UNION ON APOSTOLIC 
PRINCIPLES. FT ies 


' Any plan of union, in order to possess a claim to 
the attention of the different christian denominations 
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the must be based m_ 
be accordant with the spiri 


—_—_—o_FAJT 


apostolic principles, must 
- pro of the New 
Testament, or deducible f form —_— It must leave 
untouched the unalienable and obligations of 
Christians, and therefore naast possess the following 
attributes : 
 » 1. It must require of no one the renunciation of 
any doctrine or opinion believed by him to be scrip- 
tural or true. 

2. It must concede to each denomination or branch 
of the church of Christ, the right to retain its own 
wage wg or to alter or amend it at option, leavi 

ry thing relative to Pn—_—_ discipline, an 
| worehip, to be managed. b each denomination ac- 
to its own views for the time being. The 
principle of ecclesiastical associations is tural 
the mode of its applica 


tion and the extent of 1ts use, 
are not decided by the sacred volume, and therefore 
are just matter for private judgment and progressive 
- experience. : 

3. It must disswade no one from discussing fanda- 
mentals and non-fundamentals in the spirit of chris- 
he believes 
of his 
yo to be incorrect. ——Controversies t even 

rt mg the confederated - brethren, under the 
influence of scriptural union; but they would be 
divested of most dot of their because the points 
at is8wve would confessedly be non-fundamental, 
having little or no onnatitte inflaence on christian 
_—_—_— involving no pecuniary loss by ejection from 
a pastoral relation, and menacing no ecclesiastical 
disabllities. 

4. The plan must be applicable to all the orthodox 
christian to all that are regarded as 
portions of Christ's visible church on earth. It must 
embrace all whom the apostles and primitive Chris- 
tians would have admitted to the one catholic or 
universal church ; all whom God has owned by the 


tian love, and amicably sho 
D—_——_—— 
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influence of his Spirit and grace. Upon this ground 
James, Peter, and John admitted Paul who had 
formerly been a persecutor of the brethren, and 
«gave to him the right hand of fellowship.” The 
Saviour never enjoined on men the duty of fixing the 
terms of communion in his church. This he has him- 
8elf done in bis word by precept and by the-apostolic 
example ; and we are treading on forbidden 
when we separate those whom God by his and 
Spirit hath joined together. This is indeed not the 
of the different denominations, but is it not too 
true, that it is virtually the'result of the prevomt State 
of 8ectarian division ? 

Having now considered the character) of prin. 


tive unity, and the causes of discord in the. different” 
branches of the Protestant' church ; let us' take our 


stand 0 n the high ground of apostolic principles, and 
from that elevated post survey the divided- heritage 
of the Senkenr cats in how may ————— 
as far as 
stored ? 


poo le, the ef primidive- tnty bo 
And may that blessed Saviour, who pro- 
mised wisdom from above to them that ask It, to 
them into all necessary us the tuition of 
. et Tos of bs caniiatens per yat-in dehalf 
* «That they al may bo 0n03 69 thou, 
of his di : *©'That they all may as thou, 
Father, hn ins, tant Tian? | 
L Some few advocates of union have pr _ 
that- all others should abandon their — and 
peculiarities, and unite with them by conforming in 
all things to their views and practice. 
As this method violates the unalienable rights and 
obligations of Christians, by requiring the abandon- 
ment of what they believe truth, and the practice of 
what they consider error, it cannot be regarded as 


Ne ee CEE TIT we en 
1 Gal. 2: 9: When James, Cephas and John, perceived the grace 


that was given unto me, they gave to me and Barnabas ber] care 
of fellowship. 
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ground 


90 
moreover, betray extreme weakness for any one 
christian-sect- at this late day, to calculate on the 
universal adoption of its 
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ceive how these denominations could all unite on 
any middle gro of church government. We 
must either have diocesan bishops or practise minis- 
terial parity ; and any plan, constructed on the prin- 
ciple of uniformity, must ago either the one or the. 
other, and could not enjoin both. But these churches, 
are as orthodox and pious as any others, and God 
has as distinctly owned them as his own; $80. that we 
Should feel criminal in virtually - pronouncing that. 
unclean which God has sanctified, were we to advo- 
cate a plan of union, which would exclude either the 
friends of ministerial parity or imparity. But if this 
plan were even feasible, its adoption would probably, 
not result in much good; as it would collect into one- 
body for religious worship, those whose modes and, 
habits of worship are so materially diverse : as. to. 
justify the anticipation of but little harmony or edifi- 
cation. 


HI. Without ing our work by an account of. 

the different attempts at christian union, which have. 
been made in the church, and which are. 
familiar to students of ecclesiastical history, we shall. 
proceed to spread before our readers the scheme-: to 


which we/4nvite their special attention. Our own. 


plan, : to us more accordant with the. 
apostolic principl peel mw mY 
es, MOre , more safe, 1s 
embraced in the following features : . oh 
FirzsT Fxarure. The several christian denomina- 
tions #hall retain each its own tay 53a ps 
organization, government, discipline, a e ( 
worship. It is conceded by the ar body of Chris- 
tians, that the Scriptures do not determine all- the 
| of any system of church government, but 
eave the matter, excepting some important outlines, 
to the conscientions } ent and experience of the 
church in every age, and under every form of civit 
government ; and the few who think they find their 
entire system of government in Scripture, do not re- 
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I! if gard it as 80 essential as to lead them to deny 
i 008 christian character of others. Hence every church 
test her forms of 


has an equal right deliberately to 
Ci cents n by experience ; and diver- 
OS mon # cen ty ect 2 
pede an 


| | re observed.”” It is indeed true, 
that whilst many chnrches have no connexion what- 


80me churches should 
| is entire! possibl ene , 
zation, as e; 7 
fo reform themardis and, u the 


4 Þ | God's ny gradually, to as$ume 
Fl towards each other and towards the great body of 

[1 I the Protestant church, _— relation or- 
| 10 ganization appear to them best adapted to the 
] millennial age. But the attempt, to unite all the 


churches in our land under the control of one judi- 


catory of snpervision, jurisdiction, and appeal, a 
TE St ny ai t 
' _ would be a distinct approximation to a new Hie- 


| Augsburg Confeaion, Art. VIL 
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rarchy. Very extensive courts are too cumbersome 
for efficient action, business is retarded, power tends 
to accumulation, the rights of conscience are in 
danger of being infringed either by statute, or by an 
accumulated moral influence which erushes all that 
refuses to submit to its dictation. 

Moreover, $0 long as men entertain tial dif- 
ferent views of government and modes of worship, 
it cannot be conducive to harmony or edification, to 
compress them into any one form. The attempt to 
promote —_ by the immediate abandonment of 
existin tions, would seem to be inexpe- 

cient a for another reason. rience: proves '1t 
dangerous suddenly to unsettle the long established 

habits of the community ; lest being released from 
the old, they fail generally to settle down with firm- 

ness on any thing new that is better. An attempt to 
break up existing 0 ions would, moreover, 
cast into uncertainty and confusion the various in- 
terests of churches and rs, and might open the 
door for encroachment of the strong upon the weak, 

of the more talented on the less, of the rich upon the. 
poor, It is a dictate of wisdom not to place ourselves 
at the mercy even of professed christians when we can 
avoid it. Accordingly the first feature of our plan, by 

Stipulating that each denomination $hall retain its or- 

tion as long as it shall see fit, provides against 

this danger, and leaves each denomination as an inde- 
community to watch the effects of the other 
eatures hereafter proposed, and decide for itself how 
far to accede tothe tertinalinion, and how long toad- 
here to them. It also provides for the indulgence of ex- 
isting diversities and 80 long as they shall 
continue ; whilst the other features will gradually 

_ to diminish them; thus inviting external uni- 

Ms faster than unity of 8p irit and of views 
hos fr the way. finally, this fea- 
ture w ve untouched the felations, govern- 
ment dl charters of the various religious, theola- 
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gical and benevolent institutions, whilst the general 

plan of union would promote unity of spirit and 

TED, rotating 
is of the christian church to p 

ry rational creature. 


/ denominations formally reaolve for itself, not to 
| ne any member or minister, for holding a 
any other denomination whose 

provided /ns 


PIs, Coconneges 
not to 
our want of : 
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example affords full sanction for our plan, because 
this is exactly the ground which it assumes, and by 
its provisions all would be exchaded whom the apos- 
tles would reject; and is not that enongh? As to - 
false doctrine, we find Peter denouncing those as 
falze teachers who © bring in damnable heremes 
(algwis iwwdles, dedtructive heregies or divisions), deny- 
ing even the Lord that bought them.””* And, it 18 
scarcely necessary to say, that sach errorists would 
unhesitatingly be excluded by the terms of the pro- 
posed union, as they also were from the churches of 
the earlier centuries by the apostles' creed. Peter 
denounced Simon Magus as © having neither part 
nor lot in this matter,” but it was for attempting to 
bribe the a and believing that the miraculous 
gifts of could be purchased with money.* The 
apostle Panl wishes the Galatians to cut off certain 
[vary but they were guilty of having denied the 
ine of salvation by grace on account of the 
merits of Christ, they made <« Christ of no effect,””* 
maintaining (professedly, not: by mere inference of 
cm that men mast be «justified by a law $75 
us « preaching another gospel,””** and denying a 
fundamental doctrine, held by all the orthodox de- 
nominations, that salvation is by grace, through the 
merits of Christ. And in his first epistle to Timothy, 
the same predicts, that «in aftertimes 8ome 
shall depart, (or rather, tize droonicore) from 
the faith. what was it in them "which he de- 
nounced as apostasy from the faith? He himself 
informs us, that it was «giving heed to seducing 
Spirits,” and believing the doctrines concerning (not 
devils, but #w#iar demons, or) inferior deities, such as 
worshipped heroes or saints, « speaking lies in hypo- 
erisy,”” < having their conscience seared,” © forbid- 
ding to marry and commanding to abstain from 


— 


/ 12 Pet. 2: 1, : Acts: 9, 10, 3 Gal. 5: 12. 
4 Ibid. 62/4. $514 $1:6,8, 9, 
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meats.” Here In it will be conceded, that any 
church deserving the name of orthodox, would not 
hesitate to exclude any one who should be ble 
with the counts summed up by the apostle, and 80 
mournfully applicable to the Romish church. And, 
finally, the beloved apostle John warns his readers 
| s8ome false whom he styles anti- 
christs. But what does he re t them as teach- 
ing? «Who is the liar, but he who denieth that 
Jesus is the Christ (the Messiah promised in the 
Old Testament)? He is the antichrist, that denieth 
the Father and the Son.” And « many deceivers 
are entered into the world, who do not confess that 
Jesus Christ came into the world, this is a deceiver 
and an antichrist.”* Now these, if we mistake not, 
are all the instances in which the apostles either ex- 
pressly enjoined excommunication for error in doc- 
trine, or denounced the errorists in language imply- 
ing, that they ought to be regarded, not as erring 
brethren, but as a from Christianity ; and, as 
not one of these errors is held by any of the- 80- 
called orthodox churches, as every one of them is 
denounced by them, the plan we would reach 
them all, thus the rigor of di ine be quite as 
great as the apostles enjomed. 

| In addition to these errors in the apostle 
has enumerated a list of practical abuses, as pu_ 
causes of ecclesiastical discipline, lest a little leaven 
of sin should t the whole church, namely 
in the it of wealth, 
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wcond admonition reject,” and that of the Saviour to 
exclude one who will not hear the church. Yet as 
these are not doctrinal aberrations, they are not 
affected by the plan of union, since its first feature 
provides that each denomination $hall retain its rules 
of government, discipline and worship. 

And is there no passage in Scripture justifying dis- 
cpline for doctrinal errors of a minor grade? The 
apostle does indeed command us © earnestly to contend 
for the faith once delivered to the saints.*” Yet, as he 
does not specity how we ought to contend, whether by 

ng, or writing, or ecclesiastical discipline, it tsun- 
certain whether discipline was meant; And admitting 
that he also intended discipline, it seems reasonable, 
that it should be employed only in defence of those doc- 
trines which were certainly delivered to the saints; and 
he could not have meant that some s8aints should turn 
their brethren out of the church, for holding sentiments 
which others whom they acknowl to be saints, 
and who remained in the*church, believed to' be a 
part of the goape! of Christ. If excommunication 
were one of the appointed means for ascertaining the 
truth, it might with propriety be applied in doubtful 
cages. But the New 'Testament represents it as a 
penalty, to be inflicted on those who have 80 crimi- 
nally and materially forsaken the path of truth or of 
virtue, as to be unw of the christian name." 
Hence it ought not to be ied in reference to points 
on which Christians of equal piety, talent, and grace, 
are in debate, whether they belong to the gospel of 
Chnist or not. 
That we are not allowed in regard 


to matters dis- 


puted Christians, to act as if we were certainly 
right, is ev] from the express injunctions of the 
apostles to the contrary. We are commanded to « re- 


ceive him that is weak in the faith (him who, in-our 
1 1'Matt. 18: 17. 
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points) ; but not to 


+ clans Sarda no 


whereof come envy, 
(unjust $uspicions), 
disputings corrupt ” etc? 
Again, « Of these things put | vm hon. themed 
charging them before the Lord, that they strive not 
words to no profi —_ RR os the 


Fs puns heart, But 


—niet condi ons 
hy ag Sages oo avoid, 
win t strifes. 
We are therefore commanded on the one hand to 
« cut off those antichrists who preach another gospel,” 
and on the other, not to judge (condemn, or pass 8en- 
tence on) him whom, on the whole, we as a 
brother ;- but to receive him and to avoid foolish and 
untaught questions, QUESTIONS NOT CLEARLY DE- 
CIDED IN SCRIPTURE. If we unite these two precep 


the —delrear rale will be found x fair, 
one : That all those doctrines which 

; great body of all Christians whom God has 
owned » ap ron n+ tnerknnet nag 
access to the ES Pty Toon, 


3 Row. 14: 1. 3 14: 5-10, 11 Ti, 6: 4. 
+2 Tim. 2: Ian. 
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are certainly taught. there; and all those points on 
which they differ are less certain, are doubtful. 
This rule is based on the dictates of common sense, 
that if the Scriptures are a revelation from: God to 
man, they must on all points necessary to salvation, 
be intelligible to all im and competent inqui= 
rers; and that true Christians, who are engaged in 
daily efforts to 8erve God, and who bear in their hearts 
and exhibit in their lives, the evidences of God's grace 
and Spirit, are the most sincere, impartial and com- 
petent inquirers into his word. Now we guppose, 
that the great mass of true Christians in our land will 
be comprehended not in any one ect, but in the 


aggregate of all the orthodox protestant denomina- 


tions. 
. Again, the judgment of each. denomination. as to 
the most important points of doctrine taught in the 
Scriptures is confessedly set forth by the creed which 
it professes. Hence those doctrines which are taught in 
common by the creeds of all the so-called orthodox 
Protestant denominations, and as far as thus unitedly 
taught, may be safely as clearly revealed in 
the book of God. We limit the rule to Protestant 
denominations, because in the papal sect the mass of 
the people have not access to the word of God, and 
believe the doctrines of their creed simply because 
their church teaches them. It is limited to orthodox 
denominations, because there are unhappily some. in 
our land professing to-receive the Scriptures, but in 
reality rej their divine inspiration, and, as we 
are to believe, denying the Lord that 
bo C HOOnP þ another Christ. Let it 
not that this rule resembles that of the 
Romaniats, who explain the according to 
the pretehded unanimous consent of the fathers ; for 
those fathers instead of constituting the great mass or 
majority of believers in any age, were not one in a 

Nor could the mass of believers in any age 
fall under our rule, unless they had free and uncon- 
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trolled access to the Scrip rounry, Weber hn: the groin, 
if its 


were vernacular to them, or in a faith- 
ful version. It could therefore apply only to the Pro- 
testant churches, and to the ch of the first few 
centuries before ecclesiastical enactments interfered 
with the free unbiassed use of the Scriptures. And 
concerning the opinions of the mass of believers in 
the earlier centuries, we know next to nothing, _ 
that they received the 80-called A | 
We are thus conducted, by one SIN 
the adoption of the second feature of the proposed 
catholic union, namely, not to discipline a brother, 
whose deportment is unexceptionable, and who con- 
forms to our existing tions of government, 
discipline and worship, for holding a doctrine be- 


 lieved bang actricutadnd orthodox denomination. 


This practice, 80 far as the Scriptures enable us to 
judge, accords with that of the a lic churches ; it 
certainly agrees with-the practice of the church in the 
first three centuries after the es, for they disci- 
plined only for the denial of. a ine taught in the 
Apostles? creed, all of which doctrines are received by 
every orthodox denomination. Not one of the dis- 
tinguishing points on which Protestants differ, is de- 
termined in either the Apostles* or the Nicene creed, 
and therefore it is indi ble, that any one of these 
denominations would have been __ and retained 
(not disciplined) by all other portions of the 80-called 
universal (catholic) church. 

ought not the different branches of the 


y 
urch, and cobperate cordially in the duties 
and privileges of church members, is not a matter of 
It is a notorious fact 
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the pious laity, living and cordially cooperating in'the 
8ame church, who differ from each other, as mach as 
the creeds of the several denominations differ. The 
writer has nally known many instances of this 


churches, and has no doubt that cases equally fre- 
_ occur in other denominations. If this can be 

one by pious laymen, there is no reason why pious 
ministers could not live er In the same unity of 
Spirit, notwithstanding minor differences in doctrinal 


views; especially if they were taught in their theo- 


logical course, themselves to regard as less important 
the several points which separate the orthodox 
churches, and in their public exercises to lay the more 
stress on the cardinal doctrines of the christian scheme. 


But the feasibility of this principle onght not to be 


regarded as problemartical. The thing can be done, * 


for it has been done, repeatedly, on a large scale, and 
in different churches. It has been acted on in the 
American Lutheran church for s8ome time. About 
ten years ago, the writer, by appointment of the 
General Synod, drafted a Constitution. for Synods, 
which has been adopted by a number of the Synods. 
Entertaining then, the views which he is now advo« 
cating, this constitution was made to require of can- 
didates for licensure and ' ordination, unconditional 
assent to the bible as the inspired word of God and 
only infallible rule of faith and practice, but only to 


the fundamental doctrines of the Augsburg.Confes- 


8ion. The plan has worked well, decidedly well. In 
s0me Portions of Europe also, such as Sweden and 
Denmark, where the entire population often belongs 
to one Protestant church, all the people worship to- 
gether in harmony and with edification, regardless of 
existing diversities.of opinion. It'is well known that 
in the Episcopal church ministers of different doc- 
trinal views exist and labor in friendship. < Perhaps?” 
(says the liberal and amiable author of ©* Hints on 
9 


Pero 
kind m the Lutheran, Presbyterian and Episcopal 


— As = Day” Bo F *, »o/ As P.4 : » tilled 4 a" 7 ORE ROI Ac oe. Arts We PY OT -» 5% CT 6 - 
* 7 - A * wi LETS C gh," %*$ Or ” " wx 4, *. "8 Wot.s bo LTC" *%., «te yy G N 
of Wn 7 k 6," T5141 <a. * , - w oy k 
| : ORC ago OD te TS + YO ob? ow £27 1 w _ 
6&5 mou : - d we kt , _ s 


102. . Praternal Appeal. 


Catholic Union,”') « there is not a shade or a 
theological opinion, within the circle of | 
truth, that has not had an advocate niece the Gelads 
of the Church of England.”  « The United Christian 
churches established in Scotland, including Cory 
Baxterians, Presbyterians, Baptists, Independents 
Methodists are said to exhibit the delightful spectacle 
of christians of almost every variety of sentiment en- 
tertained by the orthodox, walking together im har- 
mony. and love.” Now this is receiving into the 
same church persons differing materially about the 
mode of aan: Megs church government, whilst our 
plan t persons differing on these points 
Should remain in their own denominations. In the 
Presbyterian church also a large number of ministers 
have belieyed in general atonement, whilst others, 
agreeably to their Confession, consider the atonement 
as limited. Yet these brethren have generally lived 
together and cobperated in peace until recently. At 
present, for reasans, into which our design does not 
urge. us to inquire, these differing brethren in the 
Presbyterian church are engaged in warm disputa- 
tions, whilst among our Episcopal brethren, the same 
differences still exist and are r with christian 
charity, And why should a Presbyterian who re- 
gards a dissentient Episcopalian or a Methodist as a 
brother, condemn the member of his own church or 
ham odd arm Pt views? Why should an 
man. . Fe t as heresy in a Presbyterian, whic 
in a Methodist or Episcopalian, is according to his 
own judgment, consistent with christian character, 
and comports with a life of acknowl piety and 
usefulness ? The only. conceivable difference is, that 
the one may be as V1 tion 


olating the obliga 
of his creed, whilst the others do not violate it. This 
is indeed highly important to the character of the in- 

1 See Hints on Catholic Union, by = Presbyter of the Protestant 


Episcopal Church, p. 46. New York, 1836. 
t Harris on Union, p. 207. 
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dividual. No man $hould teach a doctrine which he 
believes to be inconsistent with the creed of his church, 
if he pledged himself to uphold every individual doc- 
trine- contained in it, and if his promise was not, as 
it to be, a promise fo receive the con- 
as teaching the general system of truth re- 
vealed in.Scripture. If there be diversity of opinion 
as to the nature of the subscription to a creed, whe- 
ther it binds to every individual doetrine, or 'only to 
the 8ystem of truths contained in it; this point ought 
doubtless to be first settled.* Whilst it remains under 
dispute, every attempt at discipline will be encumbered 
by a double is8we. The friends of liberal construction 
will undertake to prove, that they have not abandoned Ml : 
the creed (meaning its general system of truth); whilst 'S® 
the advocates of rigid construction will prove that : 
they have not adhered to every individual doctrine, 
and will expatiate on the guilt of violating the obli- 
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gation imposed by the contession. by 
Would -it not be far better for both parties first El 
solemnly to examine a preliminary question, on the 4; 


decision of which the propriety or umpropriety of their 
course wholly depends; would-it not be more logical, 
more philosophical, and above all more christian, first 
to inquire whether they have a right from apostolic 
precept or example, to bind either themselves or 


terian church in this country 

to be established by the testtmony of P 
in the «© American 1 
extract from his di 
Callege, under date 


| P 
Quarterly for May 1837, p. 316. I 

, during a visit to England in behalf of Princeton 
nineteenth, 1754, I ing reply 


without 
allowed 
C . 


the failure of extended creeds to produce unanimity, 


tans, how could it be e 


_ of ecclesiastical communion ? 
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others to more than the I truths of 
christian doctrine, and to as many points of govern- 
ment, discipline and worship as are actually neces- 
8ary to harmonious ? If the views of 
this Appeal be correct, then jon to transfun- 
damental doctrinal creeds is always wrong, and if 
then it ceases to be b 56 20607 Kwtes- 
propriety is seen, and ought to be retracted, whilst the 
creed should be reduced to fundamentals, or subscrip- 
tion be only'< to the fundamental doctrines 
of the Bible as contained in the creed.” For, after 


and after their tendency to cause strife and divide 
the body of Christ have become as certain as any 
other matter of historical record ; why should pro- 
testants continue to bind either themselves, or others 
to them ? y, as 8uch extended creeds were 
unheard of in the days of the a and for han- 
dreds of years after ? -If the 8ame word of God which 
we now possess, when aided by the oral instruction 
and the personal example of the apostles, did not 
produce entire among the tive Chris- 
to effect more at the 
present time? or, why should we uire greater 
unanimity than the primitive Christians did, as a term 


| So long as there is the same diversity of talent, of 
menta] temperament, of habits of education, and of 
ouppooen mterest, 8uch diversity will continue to 
Nor ought it to be ed as necessarily 
criminal, or as inconsistent with christian fellowship 
and fidelity. Difference on non-essentials has no 
perceptible influence on christian character and prac- 
tice. There are differences in other. departments. of 
human knowledge, and 8ome even connected with 
religion, of equal , much as the value of a 
death bed repentance, the mode of treating awakened 
ginners and of revivals, etc., and yet, be- 
cause these points are not xettled in the creed, men 


— 
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agree to differ on them, their peace and harmonious 
cobperation are rarely disturbed for any length of 
time ; for as Luther justly remarked, alia est con- 
cordia fidei, alia charitatis. Such variety of opi- 
nons on non-fundamentals moreover, may even exert 
a Salutary tendency, may stimulate men to inquiry and 
peaceful discussion, thus keeping alive a healthful 
Spirit of investigation, and preventing the indifterence, 
whict' some have apprehended, might result frota the 
absence of extensive 

Under the operation of this feature of union, full 
liberty of investigation would be allowed within the 


bounds of fundamentals, without the danger of ex- 


clusion from house and home, or —— charge. 
And, is 1t not reasonable to suspect that that 8ystem 
which cannot trust itself to the he fall and unbiassed in- 
fluence of God's word without the artificial aid of 
creeds, and those peculiarities which need to be in- 
stilled into the youthful mind more explicitly than 
the Bible teaches them, lest they be lost, are erro- 
neous, are not worth keeping; and that permitting 
them to become- obsolete, would only advance the 
unity of the church ? Every disciple of Christ ought 
to be willing to see the aliarities of his own de- 
nomination cast into the crucible of God's word, and 
sed to the unrestrained action of Bible truth and 
Bible principles, in order that the truth of God might 
thus be gradually developed in its.full purity over 
the whole charch, the breaches in Zion's walls be 
healed, and one peculiar _— _ le zealous' of good 


works, be raised up writer takes plea- 
Sure in being ablo 1 to ts in 81pport of his position the 
opinion of that hed servant of God, Calvin, 


whose zeal against fundamentadl errorists will not be 
disputed, but whose magnanimons liberality in refer- 
Fon to all but fandemental s, appears to be but little 
known and till less appreci He even goes much 
further than our plan of union -proposes, aud dis- 
mades from schism, if a church neglect to diseipline 
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for the grossest immoralities ; whilst our plan pro- 
poses, that in regard- te government, discipline and 
mode of worship, each one shall, as heretofore, con- 
nect himself with that branch of the charch, whose 
forms he believes best calculated to advance the 
——_ the Redeemer. His language, in a letter 
to Farrel, is this: «I only contend for this, that / 
should not create schiom in any church, which, at- 
though corrupt in morals, and infected with 
strange doctrines, had not entirely departed from 
that doctrine, on which Paul informs us the church 
of Christ is founded.” And it was in the same 
Spirit. of liberality __ he himself informs us, he 
subscribed to the An or Lutheran Conſession 
of faith, and declares a of difference between 
the Protestant churches of his day, an insuffticient 
caunse for division.? 

The propriety of this feature, not to discipline a 
brother for an opinion entertained by a sister. church 
being established, it is certainly no «mall recommend- 
ation of it, that its adoption would effect a consum- 
mation most devoutly to be wished, which would 
_ cause joy among the angels in heaven, no less than 
© among s8aints on earth. It would banish from 
the church those unholy and unhappy scenes of dis- 
cord, prosecution and persecution among brethren, 
for the exercise of the unalienable rights of con- 
Science, which have caused 
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orthodox christian Soma to be wad 
the Apostolic, Protestant Confession, and let this 
8ame creed be used by all denominations as the 
term of 8acrarmental, ecclesiastical and ministerial 
communion. To this each denomination would add 
its present Formularies for government, discipline 
and mode of worship, which it might also change: or 
amend from time to time, at its own option, and- in 
its own way. Each denomination might also use its 
former creed as a book of instruction to whatever : 
extent 1t ﬆ@w proper. L 
a) The 


The new creed chould eonaiet oft tivo parts, 
Apostles Oreed.” This little formulary has 


$0-called 
already been adopted by four-fifths of the Protes- 
tant church, by the Lutherans in -the different king- 
doms of Europe, by the Episcopalians in Europe and 
America, by the Presbyterian church in this 
country and probably also in Great Britain. The 
doetrines contained in it are embraced by every 
orthodox Protestant denomination on earth. The 
adoption of this confession would establish. the doc- 
trinal identity of the confederated churches, with 
that of the apostolic age, and of the first four cen- 
turies; which is a matter of no 8mall moment in the 
ty has been too much neglected by _ 
Þ) The second s$hould be ﬆtyled( > 
The United Protestant Co n, consisting of a 
ovlvction of thoes articles from the-erootle of the'pro- 


doctrine of which any given e treats; whilst 
each one believes the creed of the other to contain 
minor errors on 80me points. Now, if a selection 
«at erm he abun at gre 


! For « copy of this Creed, zee p. 54. 


md 
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an article on topic 

and yet not include ang poeulier 
trines on which the parties er ; 
tions can evidently adopt it ; 
—_ have 


MR And if in 0 
it would be 


Protestant churches. But the testimony of expe- 
ngly in favor of the 


of 8uch a convention. The whole 


topics would have to be passed 
SIONS entered on anew which were 


to be introduced, 
{s of doe 
denomina- 


or they fully believe 
its christian 


[ ,as brethren those who 
to complete such a creed, 
necessary to strike out S0Mme minor 

fications ſrom any article of the existing 
order to make it une 
evident, that if nothing 


tionable to all 
added, all can till adopt 
it; because'the thing eraced zanet be non-essential, ag 
it Is one on which the confederated donominations 


parties, it is 


ble results 
of theological 
over, and the discus- 


The Apostolic, Protestant Confession. 109 


people. As. the method proposed neither requires 
nor admits the composition of a single original sen- 
tence, it will not be thought pregamptuous in the 
writer to attempt the apphecation of his own rules. 
He has accordingly formed such a Protestant confes- 
80n, and appended it to this Appeal. . | 

These two parts would constitute Ba ob rink 
Protestant Confession, required by the third feature 
of the pro union. The- necessity and advan- 
tages of sach a creed are evident. 

I. In order to heretics out of the church of 
God. The duty of the church to exclude from, her 
communion all who deny a fundamental doctrine, is. 
admitted by all whose union 1s contemplated in this 
plan. The apostle John expressly declares, «If there 
'not this doctrine,” 


whether 4 


with Lutboraninn, and, vory my yoard, On, pocy- 


ies of any ect introduced. The reason is, that. 
lent men, feeling that there were in that 

to 

on the 
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free from every thing'to which Christians of any re- 

denomination could with propriety object. 
opinion of the reviewer 1s cited because the 
writer has not read the work, and therefore could 


not speak for himself. As -—— mens of 
most excellent On OO confined to the 
undisputed truths of Christianity, the common ground 
ers the orthodox churches, we may cite the publica- 
tions of the American Tract , and of the 
American Sunday School - Union. e might cite 
the Sermons of president Davies, Dod 's Rise 
and Progress of Religion in the Sonl, Burder's Vil- 
lage Sermons, and a number of other invaluable 
works as $ubstantially confined to the grand, cardinal 
doctrines of . And is it not a notorious 
fact that these and'other similar publications, are the 
_—_ which have exerted the test influence in 
producing the evangelical spirit and'enterprise of the 
nnIny day? Has not the blessed Saviour 8 signally 
lessed these works, above all others of a sectarian 
character, as specially to encourage their multiplica- 
tion, not indeed 80 as to exclude others, but to give 
prominence to these ? 

b) Prominence ought to be given to these un- 
dispated doctrines, because ft alone are CER- 
TAINLY TRUE. It has been stated, that the aggregate 
of doctrines believed by the different orthodox de- 
nominations may be divided into two classes, those 
that are believed by them all, and those which are 
believed by some and disbeheyed by others. As 
main-of/ equal white; talent and Jenrning differ In 
res®ct to the latter, it is bnt just to suppose, that 
are not 50 clearly revealed, and so definitely 
decided by Scripture, as those points which all agree 
in finding in that sacred book. And as they are not $80 
clearly revealed, they cannot be essential to salvation, 
nor 80 certain in emselves, if our knowledge of 
them is derived from revelation alone. 

Moreoyer, no one Protestant 8ect is more nume- 


_ 112 
rous than all the others . 
church, which is by far the numbers accord- 
ing to. the best authorities, a population of about 
0000-000. while all other Proteatant denominations 
together amount to about 50,000,000, Hence, it 1s 
evident that the , ditinguishing doctrine of 
_ s8ect, is disbelieved by the majority of Protes- 

If a disputed doctrine be common to several 


6s then has a majority of all Pro- 
testants in its favor, and the probability of uts biblical 
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- The Latheran 


authority is augmented. But those doctrines alone 
70 22 EIN. 08, gayfmeney; nc , which the 
t mass of all enlightened, , acknowledged 


hristians, who have wy a to the Bibs, ata agree 
in finding in it. These undisputed doctrines alone, 
we 8uppose, can be essential to salvation. For it 1s 
acknowl by each ect, that persons denying 1s 
tenets, do exhibit evidence of piety, 
and will be saved. Hence, uni meng this judgment of 
all the 8ects, Protestants do themselves acknowledge, 
that persons will be s8aved in the denial of each of 
the disputed doctrines. Hence, none but the undis- 
puted tenets are in fact judged by Protestants to be 
essential to salvation. 

If these views be correct, all christian teachers 
apa, hy themwelves 0 a in their 
own tween the e undisputed 
Soowens. of Christianity ;. and in their —_——o_s 

O to give gpecial minence to tter. 
- WE a aa of _ —— in a Col- 


og, an author on Chemistry or Natural philosophy, 


introduced the various dispated 
af pug pet DjnwyFencagnF papain 


ed as true ; but did not distinguish between these opi- 
nions, and those facts and principles fully established 
and admitted by all? Let us go one step further, and 
anppoen the peculiarities. reſarred. to. be auch as are 

as erroneous. by the majority of chemists. 
Such a book would by common consent be considered 
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amends; and be pronounced unphilosophical. Yet this 
1s exactly the practice of all the different denomina- 
tions. Their standards make no distinction between 
fundamental and nonfurdamenital doctrines, between 
those which are certain, and not disputed by any ac- 
knowledged christian denomination, and those which, 
though believed by some, are disputed and disbelieved 
by others. It would certainly be conducive to christian 
union and ound christian know , if the distinc- 
tion between uted and undisputed doctrines were 
distinctly made inclading the latter only in the 
public creed, leaving the former as subjects of 
amicable difference, and as occasions to exercise that 
forbearance required by the apostle, in « not judging 
our brother.” For if we introduce these minor, dis- 
_ points into our test, and then by virtue of it, 

ve out of our church all who in the least differ 
from us, where is there any Toom for exercising 
christian forbearance to a © brother who is weak in 
the faith.” There will be none sach left. We think 
the great —_— evidently contemplated a different 
practice in 

c) Prominence $hould be given to the undisputed 
truths of C ; beeause they are the principal 
——— the good accomplished by all the 
different sects, the. principal means of conversion, 
sanctification and salvation. hs ints of gecta- 


rian drversity which are true, (but which these are, 
no man can determine with abootute certainty,) are 
doubtless more or less connected with the' more im- 
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Presbyterians, the Epiecopelinns or Methodists, 
which do the good accomphshed by these churches, 
but that amount of held in common by all. 
Hence this amount of common truth, ought always 
to be distinguished from the « doubtful digputations,” 
and especially should be made prominent in the 


public exercises of the sanctuary, 

d) Such a creed would serve as @ bond of union, 
between all true Christians over the whole world. 
Doctrine: 1s, in the. judgment of mankind, far more 
important than modes of government. It is diver- 
sity of doctrine, even on minor points, which has 
been adopted as the pretext for the major part of the 
divisions and contentions among Christans. The 
adoption. of the same creed of fundamentals by all, 
without any alteration, would give prominence to 
their actual nt in essential doctrines, and 
thus operate as a bond of union among Christians. 
Those denominations whose standards approximate 
nearest in doctrine, do in. reality cherish and exhibit 
more fellow feeling than others who in form 
of government, but differ materially in doctrine. 
This is exemplified in the intimate union and coope- 
ration. which have for a time existed between 
the Cor onal, the yterian, and the Low- 
Dutch churches of our land. Yet there have always 
been in these + ag 5s and affiliated churches, 
many persons who di from each other, fully as 
much as the creeds of any two orthodox churches 
do, The contentions in church about doctrine 
arise not 80 much from the existence of some diver- 


F 
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Gn—— WE give PÞ Fs 8 to those doctrines which 
are certainly true, and..are not disputed by any ac- 
knowledged christian ect ; whilst it would imply 
the minor importance of the disputed points, and 
teach men to exercise charity in to- them. 
This was the character of the Apostles* creed, which 
was the only creed used mn the first three centuries 
of the church as a test; and its inftuence as a bond 
of union among Christians was -confessedly ve 
great. Now it is a notorious fact, that all the Pro- 
testant churches believe every sentence in this creed, 
and . can 8ubscribe it without renouncing a single | 
opinion. So far as the sacred records-infornr us, the 
apostles themselves did not wire half as much as 
is contained in this creed. e doctrine on which 
they laid most stress, is « that Jesus is the Son 'of. 
God” « Every $pirit that confesses that Jesus Christ 
has come in the flesh is of God.” « Whosoever 
confesseth that Jegus Christ is the Son of God, God 
dwelleth in him and he in God.” Paul to the Ro- 
mans* expressly 8ays: © This is the word-of faith 
which we preach, that if thou halt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and $halt believe in thine 
heart, that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 
8halt be 8aved.*? 

Concord in fundamentals is the only doctrinal unity* 
which existed among primitive Christians, and which 
is necessary. And in all probability, much greater 
unity in doctrine never will exist in the charch on 
earth, unless God miraculously produces more. But 
there will be a much greater of charity and 
forbearance, and consequent of spirit, in the 
days of millennial glory, and the om of investi- 
gation and ities that ars abitntes in this appeal 
wo would be secured by the plan of union proposed, 
will, it is er at powerfully tend. n not W744 to pro= 


CV —— 


| Romans 10: 8. 
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r unity in "a nonfuntiamennal pon 
in the forms of government 

Christians shall have full liberty to 

opinions on- minor topics, without the fear of prose- 
eution, or the apprehension of Popular or ecclesias- 
tical odium as the rimitive Chrietans had, it 8eems 
natural to expect, they will form their opinions 
more gn ner on the ans er evidences of the 
truth itself. But at present, the avowal of a change 
of opinion on- 80me points of sectarian diversity, is 
in some Protestant churches connected with such 
formidable InNconveniences, prosecution for 


eSPec 

minister, -has once connected himself with any de- 
nomination, he finds it very difficult to engage in the 
inv tion of these minor points of his own or 
other denominations free from extraneous bias. It 
may be 8aid, that men ought to rise above these 
considerations, be uninfluenced by snch conse- 
EE CE EnnyOin ars 

this good advice. 

e) Such a creed might also be regarded as a stand- 
ing testimony of the church in behalf of the truth, 


and against error. Let it not be aid, it would 
contain any which a portion of Christians re- 


gard as error ; Op ——_——_— 


I EIIIO hooays = ts 
Nor can it in objected; 


SUPPOSE satisfactory 
addueed to show, that it is the duty 
the church to bear | 


N 
ir 
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unded in their own minds, 2 and thus to « inde « one 
another,” (Rom. 14: 1—8.) or that any good. has 
ever resulted from 8uch testimony. 
Fourran FrxarTure. There should be free sacra- 
wo rm ecclesiastical and ministerial communion, 
mong the confederated churches. 
"The first of these elements, namely free 8acra- 
mental communion, may be said already to exist 
among many of the churches. For by it is not intended, 
that the members. of any branch of the Protestant 
chureh should forsake the sacramental ordinance of 


the house in which they statedly. worship. This | 


could be productive only of confusion, and eventually 
would create discord instead of union. And, the 


writer supposes, that throughout the whole of this . 


plan there is nothing which ought to create disturb- 
ance or unsettle the affairs of individual congregations 
of Christians. But when members of one church are 


present at a sacramental celebration 1n another, a 


public invitation to members. of sister churches in 
good standing, ought always to be given, as it hap- 
pily 1s in most churches, a ought to be, as it now 
generally is, accepted. On this topic, the practice of 
the churches in many places, already coincides with 
our plan, 114 no alteration would be desired, except- 
ing that the few churches which have not yet given 
this public invitation, should- also adopt the practice 
of their brethren. - 
A HAPPY influence would probably also result from 
an annual joint communion of as many contiguous 
_— churches of different denominations, as 
could, together with their several ministers, be ac- 
commodated together. How delightful a prospect 
thus to behold the different members of the Saviour's 
onally all assemble around -the family 
and way + their, actions declare: «We bei 
many are one bread and one body, for we are all 
partakers of that-one bread.” 1 Cor. 10: 17. _ Yet, 
most obvious, that on thege as on all other ac- 
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casions, the proselytism mast be most sa- 
x moan bon errno yr by all: otherwise 
bog = pe gh nee tg end to foster family 
By ecelesiastical communion, we mean that 
churches should m 
and that a certificate of 
confederated church in passPo 
admission to regular membership in any other. This 
element also may be said in a t measure already 
to-exist in different branches of the church. Yet its 
real import is not always understood, nor are its 
legitimate consequences followed out in practice. 
Christians should regard themselves as members of 
the church universal, as well as of any particular de- 
nomination. Hence, when removi 
although they naturally and p 
gelves with their own denomination if there be a 
church of the kind in the place; yet if there be not, 
they ought'to attach themhsotves to any other chrictian 
church which comes nearest to their views of truth 
and duty, and in which they could receive and com- 
municate the greatest amount of good. How melan- 
choly is it that persons, professing to be Christians, 
living in villages and. borhoods where there 1s 
not and cannot be a church of their denomination, 
remain ten or twenty years, and often for life uncon- 
nected with the disciples of the same Redeemer 
around then, on account of difference on minor points 
of diversity! - How «till more the —— 
that ministers of that blessed Saviour who 
that all his disciples t «be one,” os 
times confirm the prejudices of such individuals in the 
pe of some ultimate far distant to their sect ! 
the are 80 the Monthly con- 
cert might be "held alternately in the confederated 
churches. And in like manner, whilst ev 
gation have its own Sabbath 


the contiguous schools should hold their 


COngre- 
the 


teachers 
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monthly concert unitedly, and. the. scholars should 
occagionally be brought together for anniversary or 
other exercises and celebrations. Such a liberal, 
early training of the rising generation, would exert 
a most salutary influence and powerfully tend to 
banish that unhallowed ag ea fp Sectarianism from 
the church, which have the curse of protest- 
antism. 
By ministerial communion, we. would meah that 
a certificate of Standing im the ministry of one 
church, ought to be a passport. for admission to the 
ministerial ranks of. any other if connected 
with a credible profecaion of attachment to the stand- | 
ards'of government, discipline and form of worship 
in the other ; and if the judicature applied to, believe 
the applicant possessed of the analifications, gifts and 
required by said mn calculated to 
bo ueoful in the nadst of them. This feature also 
exists in the practice of most of the churches, It is 
not at all unusual for ministers of the Co 
Presbyterian, and Low Dutch churches to transfer 
their relations. Between the Latheran and the Mo- 
ravian churches in this co the same 1s the case. 
Several of our most respected and useful ministers 
were trained in the church of the United Brethren 
and transferred their relations to-our larger and more 
destitute Zion. Ministers coming with good creden- 
tials from the E church m hr apply 
indifferently either to the Lutheran or German 
formed church in this country, UA. are. received by 


tiply; and that it will cease in any 
end 19; rnrrey fo ets, 

tions to another church either from want of employ- 
ment in his own, or because on- more mature exam 
nation, or oheherktitn of their practical 
believes the forms of the. latter S 
better calculated. to advance the kingdom. of 
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And if, in the © ion of this featare of union, it 
Should y happen, that a minister who dif- 
fered in some points from his people, became offensive 
to OO ob ren dwelling unduly on his views 3 
dismiss him as not ble to them, 
A act of discipline, or 0 censure of any 
judeatory. hid result of his sectarianism, 
e would learn om from experience, and there- 
A ng eg fr doctrines of the 

Ministerial communion als implies the mutual ac- 
kno ment of each other's official character by 
the clergy of the confederated churches and an occa- 
gional in of pulpits. On this point it may 
be thought some difficulty would exist in the minds 
of 80me of our brethren. This difficulty, 
if it exist at all, must be confined to the high-church 
party, and does not embarrass those who embrace 

iscopacy, not from the belief of its scriptural au- 
ity, but on the ground of expediency ; and of this 
class far the largest portion of that church has always 
_ To this clas hae bo What- 
Dr. Willet, bishops = ng , Croft, 
Dr. Whitake, archbiahops Usher, cd "Tllot- 
and Hawies, Sir Peter King, and 
. White ;late bizhop of the Episcopal 
, as well ; as, if we mistake not, 


ls 


gon, Dr. 
the venerable 
church in P 


, 
hs then be had, he uses this : &Now if even 
those who hold episcopacy to be of divine ight, con- 
yoke, probed bagdd rc tougar. 
be destructive of public worship; much 
think 80, who indeed venerate 
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This the author believes to be the Sentiment of the 
great body of Episco in Amenca, in which 
respect they have in their favor unquestionably the 
gense of the chureh k of England, as he believes 
the opinion of her most divti —_ prelates for 
| my , virtue and abrtities.”” t we Kh no doub 

even our high-church brothren do in spirit (thoug 
not in form bee? the ministerial character of other 
clergy ; and we take pleasure in bar able to cite 
the opinion of, Dr. H. U. Onderd ishop of the 
Episcopal church in Pennsylvania "in {Pip of 
our belief. There will therefore be little if any dith- 
culty from this s0urce. See his Tract on © Episcopacy 
tested by Scripture,” p. 6. And should our Episcopal 
brethren feel restrained by their existing canons from 
formally practicing this feature of union, they need 
not thereby be prevented from adopting. the, others, 
and whila they exhibited the spirit of christian 
union, and | ways racticed the other features of the plan, 
the gain to the cause of protestantisgm and to Christi- 
anity would be inmmense. 

Firra F ans in all matters not relating 
the government, discipline and forms of OE he 
individual churches, but pertaining to the common 
cause of Christianity, let the pri of coopera- 
tion regardless of sect, be adopted 80 far as the na- 
ture of the case will admit and as fast as the views 
of the parties will allow. The Scnptures present us 
with no example of regular 0 n for exten- 
sive benevolent operations, The church is thus left 
to choose in view of the principles of the New Testa- 
ment, and the results of her own progresslve expe- 
rience. The forms of christian associated agency in 
the benevolent enterprises of our day, are usually 

as voluntary and ecclesiastical. This 

tion, however, seerms not to be entirely accu- 

rate-; for the ecclegiastical are also. in. one. gense Vo- 

huntary,and the voluntary are ecclesiastical, inasmuch 

as they are conducted by members of the christian 
11 
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þ>orpay More ani! eager 4p to the 
ject under 4i . | 
as catholic and denominational. be didhe exomd- 
national are based on the principle of sect, which we 
have found 80 detrimental to the Redeemer's king- 
dom; it is evident that those who would labor for 
this unity and aid in accomplishing the Saviour's 
prayer, should so far as the nature of the case admits, 
r those catholic mstitutions, in which such as 
rofess to be brethren are found acting out their pro- 
ion. That these catholic institutions exert a most 
benign influence in mitigating the rigors of sectarian 
asperity and in knitting in love the hearts of 
those in them, can be doubted by no one ac- 
inted with the histo Ty of the American Bible, 

Education and Missio Societies. How 
often have the anniversaries of gocieties pre- 
8ented delightful festivals of fraternal affection, where 
the larities of 8ect were sacrificed. on the altar 
of christian union, scenes of the most thrilling cha- 
racter, such as angels delight to contemplate ! That 
they are at crore as no_ as the denominational 
organizatio ni ns, ve enjoyed at least as signal- 
evidences of the divine favor. will also not be dis- 
puted. If the parent or national societies be supposed 
to have too great a concentration of power, Tot CO- 
ordinate branches be multiplied and be as nearly - 
independent of the parent institution as experience 
may prove to be dezirable, and each branch mainly 
do the work within its own bounds. Yet the branches 
also should be catholic in their structure, shotid em- 
brace all such individuals and congregational societies 
within their designated bounds, as are willing to co- 
operate among the different denominations. 

But it by no means follows, that denominational 
societies must of necessity be wholly sectarian in 
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the church with which they are connected ; when 
beneficiaries are selected exclusively from the mem- 
bers of that denomination ; and are sustained only 
when having in view the ministry in that church. 
The spirit of catholic union leads us to rejoice, at the 

rogress of the Master's kingdom in any of its ac- 
fnowiedped forms, and to be willing to aid an indi- 
vidual to labor in any portion of the Lord's vineyard, 
rather than that he should not enter the vineyard at 
all. Let those, therefore, who prefer denominational 
Societies, and devire to promote the unity of Christ's 
body, adopt the catholic principles of action, and en- 
ter into some rules of cobperation and non-interfe- 
rence with the other societies, and although not 80 
entirely favorable to catholicism as the purely catholic 
institutions, they would be hailed by the friends of 
union as fellow-laborers in the” common cause of 
apostolic cathohcism. - 

In addition to the supertor te to union in the 
catholic or voluntary  associations, they enable indi- 
vidual Christians and congregations in their primary 
capacity, themselves to appropriate their funds im- 
mediately to such p as they prefer, without 
the intervention of ecclemiastical bodies. Is may 
lead Christians generally to feel their responsibility 
more sensibly, to inquire into the merits of different 
christian enterprises more fully, and thus to become 
more deeply interested in them. 

In order the more perfectly to secure to the catholic 
asscciations their ecclesiastical and orthodox charac- 
ter, it might not be amiss for the parent institutions 
and primary branches to inco in their consti- 
' tutions an acknowledgement of the fpostolic Pro- 
testant Confession, requiring a subscription to it from 


all their principal executive 0 their beneficiaries 
and their missonaries both foreign and domestic. 
These societies are even now Secured on this 


int by their 


ons, which require, that every 
ary shall 


member of some christian church, 


| tholice one, there would be a ty in its distine- 
tive acknowledgement by Societies, and it 
would tend to give $till greater prominence to the 
common faith. 

 StxTu FEATURE. The Bible should as much as pos- 
#ible be made the text-book in all religious and theo- 
logical instruction. It is incontrovertible that in con- 
er a ctr ig abnndance even of unin- ' 
Spired works, the book of God in its form just 
as its author made it, receives less attention than it 
merits. We would not, of course, object to element- 
ary books for the. instruction of children and youth ; 
yet” it s8eems desirable, that they contain only the 
common ground of christian doctrine. Many of the 


P 


ney y | 
nomina up me must "_ have full erty _ 
works for purposes of instruction without bei 
braided : -- it cannot fall ET matved tot the 
unity of Christ's body will be best subserved by oc- 
cupying the attention of children mainly with the 
| and common truths of our holy religion, by 
preferring elementary books of an unsectanan cha- 

ter, and by the early use of the Bible as the chief 

book of study and instruction. It is moreover due 
to that blessed volume, that it should not only be 

the best of books, but also treated as sueh ; 
and be made use of 
much the 
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discussed. The scholar is still employed in the direct 
sﬆtudy of the word of God, and will learn to judge 
for himself, Those books of instrauction, sach as the 
Bible questions of the American Sunday School 
Union, which require the scholar unavoidably and 
constantly to refer to the Bible for answers, are pecu- 
larly appropriate. 

In theological seminaries also the Bible should as 
much as possible be made the subject of direct study 
on all the different branches of theology; and on 
every topic the stadent should be required to search 
the Scriptures for himself, and present the results of 
his examination. This course is in a greater or less 
degree already pursued in many of our principal 
schools of the prophets. Yet it 1s probable, that it 
might be carried to greater extent. In Biblical His- 
tory, in Doctrinal, Practical and Polemical Theology 
this plan can be employed with the utmost facility, 
and 1ts undoubted tendency is to obliterate sectarian 
prejudices and distinctions, and to promote alike 
christian union and Bible trath. The more we can 
fix the attention of the student to the word of God, 
the better shall we be able to raise up a generation 
of ministers di from the shackles of 8ecta- 
rianism, and firmly planted on the broad platform of 
the Bible ; men pc ing the most ed views 
of the Redeemer's kingdom, and ready to devise and 
execute millennial schemes for its advancement. 

Taz SevenrTs AnD LasT FxaTUrRE of Union ts, 
that missionaries, going into foreign lands, ought 
fo use and no other creed than the Bible and 
the annexed Apostolic Protestant Confession, and 
connect with it whatever form of church govern- 
ment and mode of worshi — \ 

For the sake of our bleedy viour, our sectarian 
divisions ought not to be lanted to heathen 
lands. The blood-stained banner of sectarianism 
should not accompany the. standard of the cross, nor 
be 8een amidst its loodless triumphs. The Protestant 
11 
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churches amount to but sixty millions out of seven 
| hundred millions, the probable population of our 
' entire globe, and ought not to spread the Corinthian 
| _  eontagion of sectarianism over the gentile world. In 
view of all the divisions and contentions, which 
Sectarianigm has entailed on the heritage of God, 
how much better would it be, that the disciples of the 
Lord, instructed by the experience of three hundred 
years of discoxd in the household of faith, should 
Settle down on some better plan for preserving the 
unity of the church, as her triumphs are extending 
into heathen countries! The signs of the times im- 
periously call us to this duty ; a more convenient 
SeagoN cannot be im the providence of God. 
Deeply im with the conviction that something 
can, and . re something ought to be done, the 
writer, whose attention has for many years been di- 
rected to this subject, felt co ined to address this 


ppeal, the future 
But' whether or not, the writer feels, 
ve discharged a solemn duty, and he 
the conviction that gome good will 


a a= the blessed Saviour. It is 
the hi desirable, that the 


- 3 
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district of country. Thus the immediate collision of - 
gects would be prevented for a season. YET 1 THEY 
TAKE WITH THEM THEIR EXTENDED SECTARIAN 
CREEDS, IT WILL NOT BE LONG BEFORE DISSENTERS 
FROM IT, WILL GROW UP AMONG THEIR OWN DIS- 
CIPLES, AND THUS THE OLD EVIL -S00N © RETURN. 
But if a creed covering only the common, undisputed 
ground of Christianity be taken, there will be no 
need of disciplining any bat such as ought” ta be ex- 
cluded from all christian churches, and therefore. 
coupe not form any christian 8ect. And as the 

Scriptures present us with no'entire detailed system 

church government, our predilections on that 8uh- 
 ——— are chiefly by the influence and ex- 
ample of parents and teachers, and there is little, 
very little probability of seces8ion from any of the 
churches in heathen lands, on this ground. 

In addition to these fundamental featares of the 
projected union, Christians should endeavour gradu- 
ally to restore unity or mutual acknowledgement in 
name, as well as in the thing. Geographical names 
Should be adopted for all catholic or voluntary ass0- 
ciations, which may be erected. * In this respect the 
American Education, Tract, Bible, Missionary and 
other societies have st a noble example. | Each de- 
nomination should of 'itself not as the church, 
but as a branch of the church: and the. common 
designation of the whole, ir accordance with the title 
of their joint Confession of faith, should be : 


Taz ArosToLic, ProTESTANT CHURCH, 


or s80me equally generic name. How delightful 

would it be, to hear Christians habitually cbving 

phrazeology indicative of their unity, to hear them 
Taz AposToLIc, PROTESTANT Gm and of 
20 Latheran Branch of the chureh, 

Branch of the ehureh; 
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The German Reformed Branch of the 
The Co nal Branch of the church, 
The Baptist Branch of the church, 

The Methodist Branch of the chureh, etc. etc. 
Thus would we literally verify the declaration of the 
Lord's prophet, © And the Lord will "be over all 
the earth; in that day there will be one Lord and 


his name one.” pawoug ae 9. 

As to one Supreme Representative Body, ha 
even limited junsdiction over all the confedera —_— 
bodies, for which some may have been looking as a 
ay yeantency plan of union—there was none 8uch 

the apostolic , and we need none. The ten- 
Fong ns 


ies is nat to an increase of 
wer—they are the foster-mothers of papacy, and 
rous to true liberty of conscience. 

Should any circumstances in the Providence of 
God, hereafter render it necessary, and the great 
body of the confederated denominations unite in the 
call, a mere advisory council might be convened, con- 


ng small senatorial delegation, in equal num- 
| Ccial each denomination, without legislative or 


cial power, its advice to be confined to the general 
ker, of the Redeemer's Yet even such 
a council ought not to meet statedly nor often, and 
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CHAPTER V. 


THE APOSTOLIC, PROTESTANT a 


For which the reader is now p 
more than a selection of snch 
ticles, on the topics 

Sions, as are believed by all the | ST cetliodox 


-* ehburches. Not a single word is altered or added. 
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The entire creed is in truth the common work of 
the Protestant family, every part having been com- 

by one or other of its members. 'The confes- 
sions of all the prominent churches which have 
geparate creeds, were duly in the selection, 
in order that the whole might be, and be regarded 
as, the common ty of the Protestant church. 
The authority of this confession 1s based on the fact, 
that every sentence, every idea of it, has been sanc- 
tioned by one or other of the Protestant conventions 
that adopted the creeds from which the articles are 
Selected, and by the denominations receiving those 
creeds. The whole creed has therefore already Te- 
ceived the ecclesiastical sanction of acknowledged 
churches. Its 8anction in i#s present form and. for 
the proposed purpose, it can only receive by the suc- 
cessive action: of such ecclezastical bodies,- and 
churches and individuals as in the Providence of God 
may receive it, and publish their assent to it, not as 
renouncing any of their former opinions, but as re- 
garding this as the test for discipline and commumon. 


Taz ArosTOLIC, PROTESTANT CONFESSION. 


Panr 1. The Apostles* Creed. 


« I believe in God the Father Almighty, the Maker 
of heaven and earth; And in Jesus Christ, his only 
Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy 
Ghost, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried. —The third 
day he rose from the dead, he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father AI- 

ighty, from thence he shall come to judge the quick 

the dead. 

«I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic or 
universal church; the communion of saints ; the for- 


Py eren Nhren of sins; the resurrection of the body, and the 
eyerlasting. 
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| Anr. I. Of the Scriptures. 

The Holy Scripture containeth all things necessary 
to salvation : 80 that whatsoever is not read therein, 
nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of 
any man, that it should be believed as an article of 
the faith, or be thought requisite or n to 8alya- 


tion.* Under the name of the Holy Scriptures, or the 
word of God written, are now contained all the books 
of the Old and New Testament, which are these : 
Genesis, Isaiah, Epistle to the Romans, 
x Jeremiah, L Corinthians, 


gl 


[77 


ll 


of 


Ecclesiastes, John, 
F Song of Solomon, Acts of the Apostles, Revelation, 

l All which are given b Way Be ape of God to be 
| the rule of faith life. 'T ks commonly called 
| A ha, not being of divine inspiration are no 
part of the canon 0 ture. 


1 Articles of the Epizcopal church, Art. VL and of the Discipline of 
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the Methodist church, Art. V. 
| 2 Ratio Disciplinae or Constitution of the Churches, 
| Art, L. 4 2.3. Confexsion of the An L4 2.3. 
| Confession of the Baptist churches, ( in 1742,) chapter L. 4 2. 3. 


The Confessian of the Dutch Church is also of the came 


general doctrinal import. 


# 
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Arr. IL. Of God and the Trinity. 


Our churches with one accord teach, that there 1s 
one God, eternal, incorporeal, indivisible, infinite in 
power, wisdom and goodness, the creator and pre- 
gerver of all things visible and mvisible ; and yet that 
there are three persons, who are of the 8ame es8ence 
and power, and are cotternal, the Father, the on, and 


the Holy Spirit.” 
Axrw. III. Of the Son of God and the dhenleds 


They likewise teach, that the Word, that is, the 
Son of God, assuwumed human nature, 80 that the two 
natures human and divine, united in one person, con- 
stitute one Christ, who is true God and man; born 
of the virgin ; and truly snffered, was eruci- 
fied, died, and was buried, that he might be a sacrifice 
for the sins of men.? 


ArT. IV. Of Human Depravity. 


God having made a covenant of works and of life 
thereupon with our first parents; they, seduced by the 
s$ubtility and temptation "— Satan, <d wilfully trans- 
greg nw + break the covenant by eating the forbidden 
it.* By this sin they fell from their original right- 
eouness and communion with God, and s0 became 
dead in sin.* They being the root of all mankind, a 
corrupted nature is conveyed to all their posterity de- 
scending from them by ordi generation.* The 
condition of man after the fall of Adam, is such;5 that 
his will is neither forced, nor by any absolute neces- 
Sity of nature determined to do good- or evil :7 but it 


! Lutheran and Moravian (United Brethren's) Confession, Art. I. 
2 Idem, Art. IIL according to the translation contained in the writer's 


: Congreguiondd, Art VL 1 


Presbyterian, Art. VL 2. 
==>. Baptist, Chap. VI. $ 3. 


Epizcopal, 
Baptist, Presbyt. and Congreg. LX. 1. 
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Joes not possess the power, without the bllicenice of 
the Holy Spirity.of being just before God." 


_ Ant. V. Of Justification. 

We are accounted righteous before God only for 
the-merit of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ by 
faith; and not for our own works or d 8 
This faith must bring forth good fruits ; and it 1s our 
duty to rm those good works which God has 
co ed, because he has enj them, and not 
in the expectation of thereby meriting justification 
before him.* Good works cannot put away our sins, 
and endure the 8everity of God's judgment.* 


Arm, VI. Of the Church. 


The visible church, which is catholic or universal 
under the Gospel (not confined to one nation), con- 
Ssists of all those throughout the world, that profess 
the true religion, and 1s the ki m of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, Unto this cath visible church, 
Christ hath given the , oracles and ordinances 
of God.* For the true unity of the church, it is not 
necessary that the same rites and ceremonies, insti- 
tuted by men, should be eve observed.* The 
- purest churches under heaven are snbject both to 
mixture and error ;* nevertheless, Christ always hath 
had and ever shall have a visible kingdom in this 
world to the end thereof, of such as believe in him 
and make profession of his name.* There is no other 
head of the church but the Lord Jesus Christ ; nor 


— — — 


| Lutheran and Moravian Conf. Art. X' VIIT. 


? Episcopal Conf. Art. XT. and Methodist, Art. IX. 

Metin Dani Art. Ep 
Methodist Discip. and Episcopal Conf. Art. XTI, 

6 Conf, Art XXV. 2. 3. 
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can the. pope of Rome in any sense be the head 
thereof. ' 1 


ArT. VII. Of the Sacraments, Baptixm and the 
Lord's Supper. | 


The sacraments were instituted not only as marks 
of a christian profession aniong- men ; but rather as 
Signs and evidences of the divine-di tion towards 
us, tendered for the purpose of exciting and confirm- 
ing the faith of those who use them.* There be only 
two sacraments ordained by Christ our Lord ur the 

I, that is to 8ay, Baptism and the Supper of the 
Lord.* Baptism 1s ordained not only for the solemn - 
admssion of the y baptized into the visible 
church ; but also to be unto him a sign of the cove- 
nant of grace, of regeneration, of  remission of sins,* 


and of his giving up unto God through Jesus Christ, 
to walk in newness of life.* The s8upper of the Lord 
is not only a sgn of the love that Christians ought to 
have among themselves; but rather is a sacrament 
of our redemption by Christ's death.* 

In this sacrament Christ is not offered np, nor any 
real sacrifice made at all, for remission of sins of the 
quick or dead; 80 that the popish sacrifice of the 
mass, as they call it, 1s most injurious to Christ's one 
only sacrifice,” That doctrine which maintains a 
change of the bread and wine into Christ's body and 
blood (commonly called transubstantiation) by conse- 
cration of a priest, or in any other way, 18 repugnant 
not to Scripture alone, but even to common $sense and 
reason.* e denying of the cup to the people, and 
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i Congr. XXVL 4. and Preeb. XXV.6. 
Lutheran and Moravian Conf. Art. XIT. 
3 Presb. Art. XX VIL 4. and Congr. XXVHL 4. 
« Preab. Art XXVIHLL 
$ Baptist, Chap. XXX.4 1. Presb. Art. XXVIIL. $ 1. Cong. Art. 
XXIX.41h | p 244 
5s Methodist Disc. Ari X VIIL and Episc. Art. XX VIII. 
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worshipping the elements, or carrying them about 
for adoration, are- all contrary to the institation of 


Christ,? 
Azr. VII. Of Purgatory, etc. 
tom Romish doctrine - | hw 
Ipping as well-of images as and also invo- 
cation of 8aints, is repugnant to the word of God.* 


Art. IX. LZiberty of Conscience. 


God alone is the Lord of conscience, and hath left 
it free from the doctrines and commandments of men, 
which are in any wise to his word, or beside 
it in matters of faith or worddihj So that to believe 
sach doctrines or to obey sach commandments oat of 
conscience, is to betray true liberty of conscience; and, 
the requiring of an implicit faith and an absolute and 
blind obedience is to destroy liberty of conscience and 
reason also. 

Arr. X, Of Civil Government. 
_ God the — Lord and king of all the world, 


7 tes to be under him, over 

people, for his own glory and the public good ; 
and to this end hath walk ther with E for the 
defence and enco nt of them that do ,and 
for the punishment of evil-doers.4 The power of the 
civil' magistrate extendeth to all men, as well clergy 
as laity in things temporal ; but. hath no authority in 
purely spiritaal.s t to yield 
to the civil offi and laws of the land : 
unless they should co gomething sinful ; in 


which case it is a duty to obey God rather than man.*® 
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I Preeb, XXIX.4. XXX. 4. = —wrada 
2 Methodist Disc. Art. . and Episcopal, Art. 

3 Presb. XX. 2, Baptist, XXL 4 2. 

- 4 Cong. X'XTV, 1. and Preab, XXIIL 1. Beptict, XYV. 4 1. 


= © Epize. XXFVIL ( 
_ CT Luthemn and Moravian, Art. XVL 
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Aur. XI. Communion (« Saints. om 
Saints are bound to maintain an holy fellowship and 
communion in the worship of God, and in == 


such other spiritual services as. tend to ther mutua 
edification: As als in relieving each other in outwar 
things, according to their several abilities and neces- 
sities; which communion, as God. offereth opportus 
nity; is to be extended to all thoge who in every place 
upon the name of the Lord Jesus.' > 


Aur. XIL 


Of the Puture Judgment and 


' _ 


Retribution. 


At the end of the world Christ will appear for 
judgment, he will raise the dead, he will give to the 
pious eternal life and endless joys; but will condemn 
wicked men and devils to be punished without end.* 
As Christ would have us to be certainly persnaded, that 
there $shall be a day of judgment, to deter all men 
from sin ; $0 will he have that day unknown to men, 
that they may shake off all carnal security and be al- 
ways watchful, because they know not at what hour 
the Lord will come, and may be ever prepared to 
8ay, Come, Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen 


CHAPTER VL 
MODE OF OPERATION, AND RESULTS. 
IT only remains that a few words be said as to the 


manner in which this plan could with very little delay 
be adopted by all who approve of its principles and 


| Cong. XXVIL 2. and Preeb, XXVL 2. Baptist, Ch. XXVIII $ 1, 
Lutheran and Moravian Conf. Art. X VIL 


s Ch. XXXIV.4 3. XXXIIL 3, 
onal, LXXU, 07M " 90th 


on Suitable occasions, 
union from the sacred 
desk, and invite the attention of their audience to the 
several plans of union which have been 

IE. Let benevolent individuals app 


? . —_ 


ropriate funds 
for the of snpplying the ministers and elders 
of xyuods, or preabyterie, with this Appeal, and other 
HI. Let the friends of union, of different denomi- 
nations in cities, towns, villages, counties, &c. form 
themselves into voluntary associations for the pro- 
motion of this object. These associations conld 

a) Discuss the subject of christian union in all its 
relations. 

b) Vote their approbation of the proposed Plan of 
Apostolic Protestant Union. 

c) Resolve to raise funds to distribute the best pub- 
lications on the subject. 

d) Resolve to b the object of this Appeal be- 
fore the ecclesiastical bodies of different grades, to 
which they _ belong. 

IV. Let ecclesiastical bodies of every grade, and 
also individual congregations amicably discuss the 
plan, and if they approve it, resolve, each for itself, 
to act according to it, 80 far as their existing stand- 
ards will allow. 

 V. But the entire adoption of this plan, as a rule 
of universal action, ought, if possible, to be by the 
highest judicatory or ecclesiastical body of de- 
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nomination, $0 as to embrace all its members, and not 
to cause internal dissension. 


— 


VI. So g00n as any two denominations, or eccle- | 


Siastical bodies, adopt the plan, they constitute the 
nucleus of the ArosroLIc => rs CHURCH 7 
America, to Which one denomination after the other 
can be added. 

VII. In the whole progress of this work, let it be 
laid down as a fixed iacoll by the friends of union, 
that they will not press for ecclesiastical action, when 
the decision would not be pretty nearly unanimous, 
or at all events when a considerable minority would 
Secede and thus form a new sect. In voluntary as- 
Sociations the friends of the cause can at once exert 
all their —_—— na_—_ the sexrrT of union, 


the triumphs of the Nw”, 


and 
without inte 


now echiects in the body of Chriat 

+ rn any orthodox denomination find in this 
a single article or sentence or idea, which 
ponrmunn (not by inference) teaches what they re- 
gard as error, let them strike it out, and adopt the 
residue. The writer is however not aware that 8nch 


VIIL 


a clause is found in it. Other denominations would 


then also omit it as a disputed point, not belonging to 
the conmon ground of Protestantism, and the residnue 
remain as the United Protestant Confession, regu- 
ES ION by the confederated denominations. 

Let vacant churches, and Christians of | dif- 
ferent denominations in destitute villages and neigh- 
borhoods be encouraged to unite mn adopting the 
Apostohe Protestant Confesson, and plan of union, 
and join in calling a minister of any Fo of the con- 
federated churches. 

X. In villages and other places, where more than 
the number of ministers are stationed, 
when death or any other cause diminishes that num- 
ber, let not athers be called to supply their place, 
12® 


with their dissentient brethren, or 
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 gupport, their increased churches can contribute more 


national resolve not to send a minister into any village 


of the confederated churches confer with each other, 
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but let the members of the vacated churches perma- 
nently unite with the brethren of the other churches. 
Thus will the rs who remain, find a more ready 


kids for the spread of the gospel elsewhere, and 
laborers will be for the destitate. If the 
evangelical ministers of our land of all denomina- 
tions could be equally distributed throughout its 
length and breadth, there would not only be a sufti- 
ciency for the whole pulation, at the rate of one 
to'a thousand souls, be at least 8everal hundreds 
could be to labor among the benighted 
heathen. Every effort should therefore be = to 
effect 8uch a distribution of laborers, as far as is 
practicable under e circumstances. A per- 
Fectly equal distribution did indeed not exist in the 
apostolic age, nor is it attainable at the present day 
without i ment of christian liberty ; yet a great 
ximation to it could thus be effected. 
Let each of the confederated denominations 
and missionary 8ocieties both voluntary and denomi- 


or neighborhood already adequately lied by a 
minister from another ' branch of the , but ad- 
vise their members to unite with their confederated 
brethren in supporting the minister stationed 
among them, or some other one of good standing in 
ram rm tm 1g eh whose 
they can agree. 

i vi thorebderatod of a 
district is unable to Rt Tana Te Cpplicetion 
be made to the proper officers of the MISSLONATY $0- 
iety of their choice, for such aid as they may need. 
III. Let the education and miss SOCieties 


adopt rules of codperation, and resolve with renewed 
ardor wa ros 3 lol of God to supply every destitute 
ef pay with faithful ministers, and labor 
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wa woB rear zeal in the definite elidrpries of 
| to every rational creature through- 
o_ 6 wn A * fi d of the world.” 

This plan would tend to produce unity of spirit 
first, whulst it will prepare the way for greater unity 
in external forms; if the Lord designs to effect it. 
If its prominent features were faithfully carried out, 
the Protestant church would present as much ex- 
ternal unity of organization, as that of the apostolic 
age, and therefore in all probability as much as is 
desirable ; whilst, happy consummation ! the mem- 
bers of the Saviour's body would again have the . 
Same care one for another; and whether one mem- 
ber suffer, all the members suffer with it, or one 
member be honored, all the members rejoice with it ! 
And the intellect of the christian church would no 
longer be e thn > in internal contentions, but all 
her CH directed to the conversion of the 
worl 


Taz Conversron or THE WorLD' 


Is mdeed the grand enterprize of Christianity, in 

which every denomination, every minister, and every 
member of the church should feel bound, in s8ome 
way or other, personally to labor. The cordial 
pe = 9 of this Lan of union, it is conceived, would 
te most & Gently in advancing this glorious 
; and the writer fools constrained in concluding 
this ry mandy to present some considerations as a 
gupplementary appeal, on the encouragements and 
feasibility of this work, which though superfluous 
for many, may not be useless to ome of his readers. 
Indeed the signs of the times seem on the whole en- 
couraging. | Though we we live in an age of intellectual 
revolution, it is age of moral reformation. 
Notwithstanding s8ome \'ndren circumstances, the 
time for Zion's ment seems to be drawing 
near. The church is shaking herself from the dust 


of accumulated ages; and the Son of God appears 


140 Praternal Appeal, 


a | 


to be coming in his glory, conquering and to conquer 
the kingdoms of this earth. *Tis but the lifetime of 
five or six individuals since nearly the whole church 
of Christ on earth was fast bound in chains of papal 
SU] tition and corruption. But the Son of man 
8a1d, let there be light, and the hight of the reformation 
bars forth, illumining and vivifying countless num- 
bers who had been groping in | = cy and been 
enveloped in the shades of death. Tis but the life- 
time of one man, since Voltaire yet warped the in- 
_ tellect of Europe, and cherished the hope of subvert- 
ing the foundations of Christianity ; when seated in 
his closet, with © Crush the Wretch,”” for his blas- 
phemous motto, he indited his infidel effusions, whilst 
the malice of hell was rankling in his breast and his 
pen recorded the inspirations of the devil. But how 
d are now. the prospects of © the kingdom of 
heaven !”? Infidelity, foiled in the conflict, is 
dually retreating from the field. The disciples of 
the Master, especially in England and America, are 
waking up from their lifeless formality. A higher 
and holier standard of du wy i haghuning to regulate 
their works of faith and love. A more e ve 
spirit of benevolence is ing to mark out the 
cireumference of their. 8sympathies. Every benevo- 
GIS TROY NOR NNE On grape finds 
friends; and, though oft amid difficulties and oppo- 
8ition, does. not fail to work its way into the confi- 
dence of Christians. So that verily they that love 
the Lord indeed, have SCE thenk Godend 
take co 
But while the church is waking up and looking 
abroad over the length and breadth of the desola- 
tions around her, and ere she has half supplied them, 
the Master is loudly calling from the Eaat and the 
 Weest, from the North and the South, and- reiterating 
in our .cars his long-fo 
5s the world. To the few who in the last thirty 


. Fears have gone abroad, he has signally verified his 


| 


en mandate : 7he field 
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, * Lo, I am with you alway, even unto the 
end of the world.” Nation after nation has he pre- 
to receive his messengers, until the entire gen- 
tile world may be ed as accessible, and the 
and cruelties, and abominations of heathen- 
ism, have been unfolded to our view. The cruel, the 
bloody rites by which these victims of superstition 
attempt to a the anger of their unknown God, 
have been 8o fully described to us by the few laborers 
sent among them, that hard, indeed, must be the 
heart that does not feel. Whilst we are meditating 
on this subject, and rejoicing in-the richness and free- 
ness of salvation thro the Saviour, some one of - 
the many thousands of widows who are annually 
immolated in India on the funeral pile of their hus- 
bands, by the relentless superstition of their land, 
may at this moment be ascen the fatal wool ' 
Reader, behold her tied down to the lifeless b of 
ber husband. See the flames, lighted by her ice 
50n, consuning her body ; hear her terrific shrieks 
until they are drowned by the beating of drums and 
the acclamations of the infatuated multitude ! Or 
gee her buried with her departed hasband, the living 
and the dead in the lens. Or behold the 
deluded mother casting her 0 into the river, - 
and standing to see the little innocent seized by con- 
tending alligators, and torn to pieces, its bones broken 
and its blood 8ncked by the snccessful monster! Or 
See the deluded worshipper suspended- in the air by 
large iron hooks thrust into his side, and thus vio- 
lently swung around for a quarter of an hour! Or 
behold him casting himself from an elevated stage 
on open knives, lightly covered with. cotton! Or 
walking with naked feet on burning coals! Con- 
template these and similar scenes of degradation and 
Suffering, in which 600,000,000 of our fellow-men 
are yet more or less involved; degradation which 
excludes its snbjects from a holy heaven,—sufferings 


to relieve which the Son of God descended to earth 
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this field—in return, one 
* Why is it then, that after the lapse 
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Provided, a ransom, and commanded bis disciples to to 


-publish it to every rational. creature ; contemplate 
" Hank ompes and. ear ors._the, ehpankes, = lah 


trymen who have 
gone, for example to India; that land of «thick dark- 
ness?”* Let one of their own number answer, who 
Spent his life in the cause. In a letter from the Rev. 


Mr. Poor, of the American Board, which reached the 


writer two years since,.that devoted servant of Christ 
8ays: * We marvel that our cry, come over and help 
by our brethren in America. 


_ The harvest is perishing, is perishing for want of 
laborers. We definitely requested twenty-seven for 


widual has just arrived.”” 
of eighteen 
ired years 80 little has been done? that one-half 
our own country'is yet destitute, that four-fifths 
the human race have never heard of the sinner's 
? Is there any defect in the system of instru- 
mentality dr old g by God? That system admits 
of extension to an indefinite degree, of extension 
adequate to the wants of the world. The Bible 
admits of translation into the thousand languages of 
the earth, as well as the hundred and fifty in which 
it 1s found: the preaching of the -gospel 1s, in the 
nature of things, as applicable to one nation as to 
another, and as well to all nations as to 80me. And 
there is the same promise of the divine blessing ; and 
the same prospect of a rich harvest of beli eving 
Souls. But how can the heathen beheve in him of 
whom they have not heard, how can they hear with 
out a preacher? Here then is at present the grand 
difficulty. The want of ministers 1s now the funda- 
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mental obstacle to the spread of the gospel over the 
earth. Here is the point at which the greatest 

tem of machinery for the conversion of the world at 
this time labors. And on whom does the guilt of this 
deficiency rest? Are ministers now called to this 
work by inspiration? '-Since the primitive band of . 
fichermen and tentmakers was inducted by the Sa- 
viour himself, their successors in office have been in- 
troduced into the field by the instrumentality of man. 
One of the standing injunctions of the ministry is, 
« the things which thou hast heard of me amongst 
many witnesses, the same commit thou to faithful 
men, who shall be able to teach others also.” It is 
therefore our duty to multiply faithful ministers until 
«the go l of the kingdom: shall be preached in all 
the world. 

Let the Solloided of the Saviour then go to work 
with the full conviction that the duty rr on 
them is practicable. 

About twenty years ago there were not thirty 
young men sustained by the churches in our 1: - : 
preparation for the ministry, and yet the great © 
culty then was want of money. Since that pe s. 
the churches have learned 8omethi 
and aided upwards of 3000 young 
greatest difficnlty is want of men. But in reality 
the true difficulty first and last, has been. want 
o 7 piety and zeal in the churches. The Spirit of 

od opens the door of access to the heathen world 
faster _ laborers come to enter it. The Spirit of 
God has made Christians willing to sapport and send 
forth young men, just in proportion as this duty was 
urged upon them. And the selfsame Spirit has made 
young men willing to devote themselves to the work 
of the eames! just in proportion as ministers have 
faithfully spread before their- people the wretched 
condition of the heathen world, and as Christians 
have labored and prayed to find workmen for the 


Lord. 
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get Let the. churches form definite ideas of the work 

to be performed, and in-reliance on God, purpose its 
accomplighment. Our efforts are often paralized by 
the supposed incalculable vastness of the work. Our 
"faith often wavers, because not based on intelligible 
«evidence of the things not cen.” It was th 
a gigantic conception when the American Bible 
ciety resolved within a few years to furnish the book 
of God to every destitute family in our land. It ap- 
peared 80, only because the extent of the enterprise 
and the means for its accomplisghment had not been 
definitely 8surveyed. Thus also the conversion of the 
world aay9ore even to. some- Christians as © idle 
words, they believe theta not ;”” yet when rightly 
viewed, it is not beyond the bounds of reasonable 
calculation. Rating the unevangelized world at 
600,000,000, and allowing : 1000 souls to each mi- 
nister, it has 8ometimes been said we must furnish 
600,000 laborers. But far less will snffice. Sup- 
posing each preacher to take of four or five 


tations, he could preach the goepel at least to 2000 

. Souls. The number thus req would be 300,000. 
_, The converted heathen will, in the progress of this 
» work, furnish more than ten times as many laborers 
as it will be necessary to send 'to them, and this 
would be less than they did in the apostolic age. We 
would then need about 25,000 laborers for the heathen 
world, to be sent from the t-Christian churches. 
This number would, we doubt not, with the 
native auxiharies, and the Bible, and tract, and Sab- 
bath-school efforts, be amply sufficient, by the divine 
blessing, to preach the | to every creature, to 
bring all the heathen world under the influence of the 
means -of salvation ; especially if, like the protomis- 
Slonaries. of the Saviour, many of them should travel 
from place / to place, remaining only long enough 
in each | to. form a congregation of believers, and 
then appointing from their number the most pious, 
talented, and faithful, as pastors for the flock, pursve 


Union necessary to the ROT Conversion. 145 


their-conrss: This method was found in 
the _ age, and might now-be pu puroved _ it is 
in wi greater propriety, as (4) 
aol op) Sr the written Sed _—_— TE 
formed. Is it "objected by any that teachers 
would be ignorant of the hi of - the church, and 
other important matters ? We hesitate not, in reply, to 
express it as oursolemn and deliberate conviction, that 
it would be better for the heathen world never to hear 
of A , and Luther, and Calvin, and Zwingli, 
and Arminius, and Wesley, than to be rent into such 
a multitude of contending sects, and embittered by 
bigoted disputes, as the Protestant church generally 
has been. - A Christianity built upon the Bible, and 
on the Bible alone, like that of the earlier Christians 
and the modern Moravians, will suffice for the salva- 
tion of any nation. But the well educated missiona- 
ries themselves would be of all the col- 
lateral science requisite to illustrate and defend the 
8acred volume, and could communicate it, whilst in- 
stitutions for Christian science and ing-could be 
ually established in all nations, for the publica- 
and the gradual elevation. int 
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Africa, 

either by natives, or by. men who acquired them in 
those several comm n+ > 2 ways mo egep een 
| 4 would it require until the church 
. 25,000 - missionaries? Not 80 


long\'as we are accuſtomed to imagine, if the Pro- 


testant churches would come up to a standard of 
duty perfectly attainable and certainly obligatory, 
The apostles found © in every city” in the churches 
establiched by them, (averaging probably at that 
period not male members) materials for « ap- 
pointing elders” or Hence we may 
justly mnfer, that every church, on an average, does 
contain at least several persons. Whose duty # is to 
devote- themselves: to this work, and of a proper 


as well as in the apostolic age. Now, it is calculated 
that there are 15,000 Protestant churches in the 


Union necessary to the World's Conversion. 147 


holding with each other ministerial and vactimenital 
communion, and though differing on the confessedly 
minor matters of church government, yet coperaing 
as one people in every good word and work, a 
_ for the other as members of the 'same 
—_— which Christ is the only head ! 

ut how can Christians be ht up to this 
duty 7 Let parents feel that their children are not 
their own, but the Lord's; and as © the Lord hath 
need of them,” let them from infancy dedicate 
them to God, and = _—_ to instil into thei youthful 
minds the duty lory of serving God, if called, 

among the on Arey t eve nr strive to be a 
Hannah, and dedicate her little Samuel to the sanc- 
tuary of God. - Let every father be an Abraham, 
ready to surrender his son to the g8overeign disposal 
of Jehovah. 
Let ministers cease to waste their Strength in con- 
tending one another, let them stndy the con- 
dition of the heathen until their own hearts are. 
warmed with the subject, and then let them hold up 
to the view of their hearers the duty of sending the 

| to the heathen, and of willing to take it 

em, as and as they do the 
duty of mp and faith. Let fidelity on this 
int be ed and inculcated as an essential evi- 
nce of character, as it doubtless will be 
in the case of all those who have been faithfully in- 


Again, let churches, which fool their duty on this 
resolve that 
essing, endeavour to furnish 
number, one student every five 
possible more, for this work. Let this 
a subject of Special supplication 'at 
concert, and let pastor hid people 

ing out pious-and talented young 
and laying the subject before them. 


_ r5$we 18 in his-divine hands. 


; 
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Let ecclesiastical judicatories of every and 
every denomination, discuss and recommend the 8ub- 
ject. to their churches, as they did the gowns 
effort. Let- all denominations take part, _ 
rate in the work on the apostolic, hbera> principles 
laid down un this plan of union. Let different socie- 
- ties, voluntary and ecclesiastical, direct their atten- 
at particular heathen nation, that there 
may be as little interference as ible. Let our 
theological seminaries be 80 modified as to substitate 
a Missonary Professorship instead of that of Po- 
lemical Theology; and finally, let all be done under 


the conviction the work is the Lord's, and its 


This glorious, this millennial enterprize would re- 
quire and would lead to an nt of education 
and miss10 operations to a nullennial scale. Yet 
it is all possible; nor would the education of the 
peor, and the mission of all thess men, require 
greater pecuniary sacrifices from the church at large, 
than some individual Christians are now making ; - 
Nor a tithe of the Protestant wealth from the living, 

together with the increase of | which such a 
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the human instrumentality required, may even be 
much less than above stated. Amen, Lord Jesus, 
come quekly ! ! 
+ In conclusion, we would commend this humble, 
well-meant Appeal to the blessing of that divine Sa- 
viour, who has watched over his church amidst all 
the vicissitudes of her eventful history. If this plan 
is accordant with his will, may he graciously accept 
and prosper it; and if not, may he defeat it, and at 
the day of final account, re with favor the up- 
right intention from which it has emanated ! 


| Some of the ideas of these paragraphs are found in an anniversary 


address by the author, delivered several years ago. 


THE END. 
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From the American Quarterly Register, edited by Rev. Prof. B. » i 


wards, of the Theol. Seminary, Andover, and Rev. Dr. Cogswell, Sec'y 
of American Education Society. 


Appeal to the American Churches, with a 


Catholke Union. 


By 8. 8. Schmucker, D. D., Profeasor in the Seminary of 
the General Synod of the Lutheran Church, G , Pa. Pp. 100. 
This Appeal was first published in the and twelfth volumes 


of the American Biblical Repocitory. We read the whole discussion at 
the time when it came out. We were then struck with its candour, 
honesty, thorough and learned recarch, and eminently catholic and dis- 
interestcd spirit. In further gonsideration of it, and also by conversation 
with the excellent an hor, ws cannot but hope that it will receive the 
zerious atiention of all our evangelical churches, and especially of all 
ministers of the gospel. The author has not 80 much to fear from 
disapproval of his plan, as from indifference or inattention to it. The 
tions «hall retain each its own present eccleziastical organization, govern- 
ment, discipline, and mode of worship; let each of the confederated 
denominations formally resolve for itzelf, not to discipline any member 
or minister, for holding a doctrine believed by any other denomination 
whose Christian character they neknowledge, provided his deportment be 
encuetplanehin, ond bo ent to the online GE gonapnmnent, 
yp ay ye 


and let this same creed be ned by all denominations as the terms of 

eacramental, ecclesiastical, and ; there should be 

free zacramental, ecclesiastical, and communion among the 

confederated churches; in all matters not relating to the government, 

divcipline, and forms of worship of individual churches, but pertaining to 
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the common causs of Christianity, let the principle of codperation, 
regardless of gect, be adopted, so far as the nature of the case will admit, 
and as fast as the views of the parties will allow ; the Bible sbould, as 
much as poeibls, be made the textbook in all religious and theological 

- and missionaries going into foreign lands ought to use and 
profess other than this common creed, the Apoetolic, Protestant Con- 
fession, and connect with it whatever form of church government and 


mode of worship they prefer. 


——— 


From the Boston Recorder. 
This whole work we most earnestly commend to the consideration of 


. all Christians, and especially of all Christian ministers. It is written in 


' an'enlarged and truly brotherly spirit. It is characterized by sound prac- 
tical sense, extensive knowledge of church history, and if it does nothing 
to promote the great object of Christian unity, it will not be for the want 
of an excellent spirit and of incontrovertible arguments. 

HV, 


———— 
= 


From the Lutheran Observer, edited by the Rev. Dr. B. Kurtz, Baltimore. 

The careful perusal of this work has afforded us a high degree of 
enjoyment, and it is calculated, if it receive that respectful and impartial 
examination from the churches of our country, which it eminently 
merits, to exert an influence for good, which will be felt in heathen 
countries as well as throughout our whole land, in the prevent and future 
generations. 

In the propoeition and elucidation of the remedy for the evils of di- 
vision in the church of God, and especially -in the excogitation of a 
Plan for the restoration of catholic union on apostolic principles we 
think the learned author has mainly exhibited his «trength. This part 
of the book, especially, bears the marks of profound thought, close in- 
 vestigation, extensive observation, and of a catholicity of spirit and deep 
and alk-pervading solicitude for the of Zion, which reflects 
mot ereditably upon his heart. The * Apostolic Proteztant Confeazion,” 


only the fundamentals of imepired truth, which are believed 
churches of Christendom, is evidently the 
great care and of a clear and mind. 


wh "ly werent ls rr pea are fairly tested, not by 
eccloaizatical Standards which aro the work of uninepired, though good 
"men, but by © the law and the teatimony,” that is, by the unerring rule 
of God's holy word, they cannot fail to command respect and win advo- 
-cates; and if the Protestant chureties «hould be organized, and carry on 


their operations on the principles developed in the « Appeal,” there can 


(w ] a 


be no doubt that they would approximate much nearer to the apostolic 
church than they now do; that they could act much more efficiently 


and harmoniously in advancing the triumphs of the Cross in the heathen 


when currounding obgervers would be compelled to exclaim, © See how 
these Chritians love one another !” Wi 

« Schmucker's Appeal” «hould be in every family in our country ; 
ministers of the gospel and church-officers especially, without regard to 
vect or creed, should read it with attention and prayer; editors of re- 
ligious papers should examine it and publish-extracts from it, and the 
whole church should be brought under the catholicising influence of its 
evangelic principles, and then, by the blessing of God, we might confi- 
dently look for the happiest effects in the church universal, and for the 
rapid progress of the gospel among infidels and pagans, at home and 
abroad. 


The annexed correspondence the author as bighly important 
and interesting to every friend of Christian union. It shows that many 


of the noblest heads and hearts in our land are deeply impressed with 
the neceasity of adopting some measures to heal the «great schism,” the 
many-headed schism of the Protestant church ; which threatens, unless 
s00n arrested by the good Spirit of our God, to make the entire church 
throughout our favoured land present one uninterrupted field of intestine 
conflict. It also proves that these writers, who are confessedly among 


churches, regard the plan of union proposed in the Plea, as correct in 
principle, and mainly feasible in practice. Let Zion's friends then take 
courage ; let the eyes that have wept, and the hearts that have ached 
over her desolation, be comforted. Perhaps Zion's King will. himself 
n#00N appear for her deliverance, and give her a brighter day, and then, 
though weeping has endured for the night, joy will come in the morning ! 
These recommendations, it will be observed, are from the Congregation- 
al, the Lutheran, the German Reformed, the Presbyterian, the Dutc + 
Reformed, the Baptist, the Episcopal, and Associate Reformed church... 
The writer had also the promise of one a Methodist brother, but it 
had not arrived at the time this gent to the printer. It 
may be proper to mention, that in a circular inviting signatures and let= 
ters, the recommendations of Drs. Jenks, Knox, and Krauth were con- 
tained. Hence the occacional allugion to them in the letiers. 
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Extract of a letter from the Rev. Dr. Knoz, Pastor of the Reformed Dutch 
gh; | Church, New York. 

_ . ©T have read your « Appeal to the Churches,” with care and with deep 
interest, I regard it as able, well written, and breathing throughout the 
right spirit and temper—and altogether calculated to leave a deep im- 
pression on the Christian mind. "The scriptural doctrines and examples 
on the subject of unity, and the evils of division, appear to me to be ex- 
hibited in a manner singularly felicitous. "There is no part of the work 
but will repay a perusal, and that does not merit consideration. A few 
things have struck my mind as doubtful—which, however, I do not wish 
now to discuss, nor is it needful eyen to specify, unless, perhaps, by way 
of sample—the independent (Congregational) tendencies of the views 
contained in more than a single place—the virtual denial of any autho- 
rized courts of appeal, in the New Testament, &c. I rejoice that the 
matter has in s0 concise and clear a form, and to so wide an extent been 
placed before the Christian community, and believe that it will do good. 
The plan-for remedying the evils which have grown up, and spread, and 
gathered strength during the lapse of ages, contains much sound and 
well digested thought, and may perhaps yet form the basis of the very 
results which it is intended to subserve. Let able men, posgessing the 
confidence of their respective sects—men baptized with the spirit of ho- 
liness, come together in the spirit of Christ, and with great and prayerful 
deliberation, agree upon terms of union—and they will command an 
attention and a confidence before which the mere prejudice of sect will 
quail—and they will have efficient advocates in every church judicatory, 
and the whole subject be revolved, until it gets poseasion of the mass 
of the Christian mind—and the church will stand forth in her glory and 


With very affectionate respect and esteem, 
Your friend and brother, 
Joux Knox. 


Rev. S. S. Schmucker, D. D. 


The undersigned have read with pleasure the little volume of Dr. 
Schmucker, entitled an 4 Appeal to the American Charches, with a plan 
of Christian Union on Apostolic Principles.” The subject of which the 
author treats is one which was dear to the Saviour's heart, as it must 
also be to all his sincere disciples; the manner in which it is discussed 
appears to us appropriate and judicious ; and without pledging ourselves 
for every sentiment it contains, we regard the general principles of the 
Appeal as scriptural and correct, and the plan of union as highly inte- 


[VO] 


reating and judicious. We doubt not that the publication will exert a 
salutary influence on the prosperity of the Redeemer's kingdom, anfl 


| cheerfully commend it to the — — 


Wraiman Jzxxs, D. D. 


Pas#tor of the Green 5t. church, Boston, and Editor of | Comprehensive Commentary. "= 


Ansaron PzTERs, D. D. 
Editor of the American Biblical Reeberys.of- F. 
Wx. ParTTox, D. D. 
Pastor of Spring st. church, N. Y. 
Rzv. F. A. Ravcn, D. P. 
(Of the German Reformed Church,) Pregsident of Marshall College. 
Taos. Sxz1ixxztr, D. D. 
- Paz#tor of Mercer st. church, N. Y., (Presbyterian.) 
Caas. F. PorTzR, 
Pastor of 2d Avenue (Presbyterian) Church, N. Y. 
Rzy. Hzxzr Warrs, D. D. | 


Prof. of Theol. in the Theol. Seminary, MX. Y. 


Wax. D. STroBEL, 
Pastor of English Lutheran Church, N. Y. 
Rzv. Fazpxznicx Scunrvr, (Lutheran.) 
Prof. of German Literature, in Lafayette College, ond Editor of the Kirchenzeitung . 


The plan of union proposed by the Rev. Dr, Schmucker, which was 
first communicated to the public through the pages of the Biblical Re-, 
pository, has been attentively considered by me, and I do not hesitate to 
ay, aſter a careful examination of its principles, that it accords in my 
judgment with the genius of our holy religion, as taught in the pages 
of the New Testament. I agree with him in the opinion that union is 
indie, thet k cache to take pines, ii the contaplinbenent of 
it shoald be the sincere aim of all who love the Saviour, in our different 
religious denominations; because it will remove many heavy evils under 
which the church now labours, facilitate the diffusion of religion, and arm 
the church with power which will render it speedily triumphant to the ends 
of the earth, The union advocated is apostolical, such as existed in the 
days of the heralds of the Gospel, and which, as much as any thing else, 
imparted power to the preached word, Union then was strength, and 
now, if restored, would render our faith irresistible. I can scarcely 
persuade myself, that he has irabibed the spirit of Jesus Christ, in any 
considerable extent, who does not consider" it a consummation most 
devoutly to be desired, and sincerely prayed for, 'The final prayers of 
the Saviour on earth had reference to this blessed union : « Neither pray 
I for them alone; but for them also which sball believe on me through 
their word: that they may all be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and [ 
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2 (hos, at they ales. may be one. fn vs: that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me.” 

.” The plan of Dr. Schmucker meets my approbation more fully than 
any other that has come to my knowledge, because it does not restrict 
- . Uself to arguments for union, and eloquent declamation on the beauties 
of a harmonizing church, whilst the way of bringing it about was left 
untouched. - He has answered the quetion in a manner highly credita- 
ble to him as a theologian and a Christian. How is this to be effected ? 
The mode of accomplishing it is intelligible, by no means complicated, 
it secures all vital truth, guards against extensive innovation in existing 
mstitutions, does not run counter to that attachment to the formularies 
of government and discipline in any church to which we may belong, 
which is 80 natural, and places the united church on a better basis to 
maintain internal peace, and to avoid dangerous dissensions, than has 
ever yet existed. 

With these views, I anxiously wish that the church of Jesus Christ 
in this country would take into most serious consideration the appeal 
which has been addressed to them on this subject. May the day not be 
distant when our eyes shall behold a convention of Christian divines 
deliberating in the spirit of the Master, on this great subject, and bring- 
ing forth their solemn decision in favour of union between Christian 
IE SE EEEN CTIAL IS grant Cots of Gs 
Christian enterprise ! 


C. P. Knavrn, D. D. 
Prezident of Pennayteania College, Gettysburg. 
Gettysburg, Dec. 17, 1838. 


We, the undersigned, coincide in the above opinion of Dr. Krauth. 
Rzv. EanzsT L. Hazzirus, D. D. 
Principal of Theol. Seminary, Lexington, South Carolina. 
Rzy. Gzo. B. Miiizs, D. D. 
Principal of Hartwick Seminary, New York. 
J. G. Scxxvexzn, D. D. 
Late Pastor of the Lutheran Church, York, Pa. 
/ Lzvi STtzxnznc, A. M. 
Ass8istant Profess80r in Hartwick Seminary, Cooperstown, N. Y. 
Bzx3, Kzririen, 
Pregident of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of West Pennsylvania. 
Avevervs Locuxan, A. M. 
p Pastor of lot Lutheran Church, York, Pa. 
| - Wx. M. Rzrnorrs, A. M. 
Profess8or of the Latin Language and Literature, Pennsylvania Collage. 
Hzemnr IL. SmaTa, 
Profes80r of the French and German Languages and Literature, in Penn. College. 
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From the Rev. Pharcellus Church, zuthor of « Religious Dissensions, their 
exuns and cure,” » prize eaay,—and Pastor of the 18t Bptist Church 
Rochester, N. Y. 

The subscriber, having perused the able Appeal of Dr. Schmucker, on 
the subject of Christian union, takes pleasare in saying, that whatever 
diversities of opinion might exist as to the practicability of his plan, in 
the present state of evangelical Christians, all, he thinks, will agree in 
regarding its general circulation among the American churches, as 
highly favourable ta the noble object for which it was written. 


From Rev. Dr. Stephen H. Tyng, Rector of the (Protestant Episcopal) 
Church of the Epiphany. ' 
Philadelphia, February 6, 1839. 

I have read with much satisfaction and interest, the Appeal of the 
Rev. Dr. Schmucker to the American churches. 'The subject of it has : 
long engaged my attention. 'The accomplishment of its great object is 
very desirable and important in my view. I cannot express .an entire 
coincidence of judgment in all the details of the Appeal and subjoined 
propoaitions; but I regard the work as a whole, as likely to be impressive 
and useful, and as a discussion of the great subject in such a manner as 
is likely to bring a good result. Its general principles are faultless, and 
its spirit is that of Christianity itself. I shall rejoice if this discussion 
of the subject of Christian union hall lead us, under our Redeemer's 
blessing, to some practical isswve which will be generally satisfactory. 


VO Rev. Professor Elton, (of the Baptist Church,) Brown Univenaity, 
Providence, Rhode Island. 


Rev. ind Dzan Str t— 

T have read your « Appeal to the American Churches, with a plan of 
Christian Union on Apostolic Principles,” with no ordinary degree of 
interest. You have taken a comprehensive and enlightened view of the 
subject, and discussed it throughout in a spirit of piety and moderation. 
I cheerfully concur in the testimonial of Dr. Jenks. 

I hope that your work may have s0 ready a ale, that you may goon 
find it necessary to publish a third edition, when, I presume, your list 
of names will be greatly augmented. I have no doubt if proper measures 
are taken, your work will be republished in England. It certainly de- 
gerves to be read by all Christians. 

With sentiments of cordial esteem, 


I remain your brother in Christ, 
Roxno ErLTosx. 


Rev. Dr. Schmucker. 


[ viii 1 


From Rev. Dr. Hill, late Pastor of 2d Presbyterian Church, Alexandria, 
Dzan BnoTuzn — 

I have read with great pleasure, your « Appeal to the American 
Churches, with a plan of Catholic union, upon Scriptural and Apostolical 
- Principles.” It is seldom I have read a book which I could so cordially 
and universally approve of. There is anly one point upon which, per- 
haps, we are not entirely in accordance. You #eem to be a little more 
charitable in some instances, and more confident of success, than I have 
yet arrived at. But on this very account, you have the manifest advan- 
tage over me, for I acknowledge myself © to be dull of heart, and Slow 
to bekeve what God has promised, and what he is both willing and able 
fo perform. 

You have unquestionably pointed out some, or most of the prominent 
Tauses which have impeded, and till obstruct the progress of the gospel. 
\ An intelligent reader of church history will be forcibly struck with the 
' great difference of character, and efficiency of effort, discoverable, on 
comparing primitive Christians with those of modern times. You have 
happily brought to view wherein this difference consists—viz., the ardent 
piety, and simplicity of character—the rigid adherence to the directions 
and instructions of the Bible—the freedom from all sectarian and selfish 
motives in the plans of operation, which distinguished the primitive dis- 
ciples of Christ from the ordinary class of Christigns in our day—these 
should make them useful monitors, and severe reprovers of our sluggish- 
ness, Christ Jesus must and will come again, to act as « refiner and 
purifier of silver among his churches. But who may abide the day of 
his coming ? 

Go on, my beloved brother, You have put your hand to the plough; 
do not look back again. I hope after your second edition is sent out, 
you will devise some plan for calling a convention of the zealous and 
devoted ministers of different denominations to assist you in organizing 
ome scheme of operation to carry your plan into execution. This Ap- 
peal will touch a chord that wilb awaken up « responding vibration in 
many & pious soul, and plant conviction in many « lukewarm minister's 
heart. 

May God prosper you in your truly christian enterprise ! 
ol Wax. Hitz. 


From Rev. Dr. Pond, Professor of Theology, Bangor. 
Dzan BrnoTurR t— 
I have received and read your « Appeal” with deep interest, and with 
much satisfaction. I cordially thank you for it. Decidedly do I prefer 
it to any plan of ecclesiastical union which I have cen propozed. 1 


. Ot - 
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find little or nothing in it to except against, but much to approve. It is 
learned, scriptural, candid, and (sabstantially) feasible. I hope you will 
publish a new edition, and continue to urge it upon the attention of the 
different bodies of Christians. Any thing I can do to aid in s0 good a 
work, I shall do with pleasure. 


Yours, very truly, 
Enxocu PonD. 
Jan. Ut, 1839 


From Rev. Samuel H. Coz, D. D., Pastor of the First Freda gion © Church, 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 


Having read and considered the « Appeal” of Dr. Schmucker, and | 
having long viewed its object with great interest, I cordially concur in 
the attestation of Dr. Knox respecting it. 

However desirable such & union is, it has been. regarded by many as 
quite impracticable, in the present state of our American Israel, and the 
imperfections of the tribes. All the true church invisible are virtually 
one in principle, and they are quite one in destiny, and in beatitude 
eternal. In heaven shall be accomplizhed the impetration -of their 
Saviour, as recorded in the seventeenth of John. But how desirable to 
promote, to anticipate, even by «mall degrees of approximation—if on , 
earth we can no more—something genuine of that beatific union, such 
symbolically and such eascntially, which will certainly be consummated 
in heaven forever, among the ransomed of the Lamb! 

Tho caune ur ceuterprine propuacd by Dr. Schuucker, to say nothing 
of its well considered scheme, is one of great nobility, grandeur, and 
glory. I had, were I in his place, rather fail in it, than never to have 
conceived it, or never to have attemaptod it. It is @ gouvd aigh of me 
times, and of the probable return to us of catholic Christianity, that such 
a scheme meets with favour, and is entertained by many. O! if we had 
more piety, all of us, such a propozal would be appreciated with a deeper, 
wider, livelier, and more cordial response ! 

We have all one Saviour only, one gospel, one heaven, who are 
genuine Chriatians! Christ has but one bride. His people are called in 
one hope of their calling ; and they are in fact more alike than they 
sappose. I am ure of it, and exult in it. Blessed Saviour ! let it be 
discerned universally, that the world may know that the Father hath 
aent thee / 
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Prom the Rill-james Þ. Wile, (of the Baptist Chured,) Burlington, N. J. 
| Agent of the American Sunday School Union. 


Burlington, N. 3 Jan, 25, 189. 
Mr Dzan BnroTturn :— % 


I have read your © Appeal to the American churches,” with the deep- 
est interest, and hope it may do mach good ; and to the twelve articles 
of the Apostolic Protestant Confessjon I can heartily subscribe, because 
I can see nothing in them to which any orthodox Christian need object ; 
egpecially, as you allow © to each denomination, or branch of the chris- 
tian church, the right to retain its own organization, or to alter or amend 
it at option, leaving every thing relative to government, discipline, and 
worship, to be managed by each denomination according to its own 

If all who *Jove our Lord Jesus Christ in «incerity and in truth,” 
would converse and write more frequently and freely upon those funda- 
mental doctrines of our common Christiznity in which we all agree, and 
less about minor points of difference, no doubt we should love each other 
more, and the * mouths of gainszyers” have leas to tell of our © biting 
and devouring one another.” Succeas th every effort that seeks tho 
« peace of Jerusalem ;” and for my brethren and companions” zake I will 
now say, peace be within thy walls, and prosperity within thy palaces. 

Rev. S. 8. Schmucker, D. D. 


From the Rev. Dr. Thomas Snell, Pastor of the Church of Christ, in North 
Brookfield, Mass. 


Rzy, any Dzan Sim t— 
A copy of your « Appeal,” &c., has reached ms, I have read it with 
d, and am anore highly gaatified with the wentiments and plan 


From Rev. Dr. Porter, Catskill, N. Y 
Dzan Sin :— 

I received and read with some attention, your © Appeal to the Ameri- 
can churches,” and am prepared to say, that my views accord with yours 
on the subject of catholic union, generally, and I know not but in every 
particular. Drs. Jenks and Krauth have expreazed my opinion as fully 
and clearly as I could do it myself, I rejoice that you have turned your 


mony among the churches in this country than at present exists, 
Diviaions among Christians, on minor points, or non-essentials, since 
the reformation, have given great occasion to the enemy to blaspheme. 
It appears to me to be high time to go back to the primitive age, when 
the disciples were of one heart, and strove together for the furtherance 
of the gospel. 1 wish there might be held, somewhere in this country, 
n meeting of devoted, sensible men, to counsel, and advise, and pray over 
this subject, in accordance with what you have intimated. AJllow me to 
ask, my dear «ir, whether you might not, as you have made a beginning, 
take the lead in this matter ! 

80 far as my little influence may extend, I most cheerfully volunteer it 
to the cause which has occupied your attention, and nr your heart. 
With respect and esteem, I subscribe myself, 

Yours, in the faith and fellowship of the gospel. 


David PorTzR. 
Rev. S. S. Schmucker, D. D. 


From Rev. Aza Turner, Pastor of the Congregational Chureb, Denmark, 
lowa Territory. 


Rev. axD Dzan Sin i— 

[ read your © Appeal” « few weeks since; your circular night before 
last. The first thing I did aſter a protracted and dangerous 1llness, was 
to read your *Appeal ;” and to reply to your kind request, I have now 
taken my pen. 

I most heartily wish the great Head of the church would guide you 
in your heavenly work. We feel the neceasity of it more in the west 
than you do at the eaxt; and more since the schism in the General 


Amembly., Every bond of confidence seems to be broken. Old School . 


and New School cannot interchange christian civilities. Unless some- 
thing can be done to unite the scattered followers of the Lamb, here in 
the far wee!, many years of toil, and labour, and effort, by « the few,” 
_ will not restore Zion's walls, which have been thrown down by an explo- 
son of hypergrthodoxy, or bring the public mind into « tate 0 favour- 
able to receive the goepel as before, One feature of the plan would be 
like the watery of salvation to the little villages and sparse population 
of the wet, viz., © Let all evangelical denominations agree to send no 
more ministers to one spot than the wants of the people demand.” In 
little villages, of from one to two thousand inhabitants, it is not uncom- 
mon to ee from four to atx — These find a meager support 
from hearers, and must fan the flame much of the time to retain 
their footing. You know what would be the natural fruit of auch a 
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 desirableness of the end in 
evils of cectarianiam, « part of which you have 8 faithfully portrayed. 
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course of procedure ; of course many other places lie desolate because 
ministers cannot be had. Your plan would add one-third to our effi- 
cient labourers. I concur entirely in the recommendation of Dr. Krauth. 


Vow the Preyaiers o the Thadbeytcat Guminary of Andover; 

The undersigned have paid some, attention to the vohume of Dr. 
Schmucker, entitled an «Appeal to the American Churches, with a Plan 
of Union on Apostolic Principles.” Without expreazing any opinion on 
the practicability of the precise plan of union recommended by Dr. 
Schmucker, we very cheerfully express our approbation of the general 
principles which he advocates in his Appeal, and our conviction that the 
whole subject which be discusses, is worthy of the serious and devout 
attention of evangelical Christians. We cannot but hope, that the ex- 
tensive circulation and perusal of a volume, imbued with so catholic and 
conciliatory a spirit as this, will be peculiarly uscful at the present day ; 
that it will tend to enlarge and liberalize the hearts of good men; and 
induce them to think more of the great, exsential doctrines on which 
they agree, and less of the unessential points on which they may differ. 


Jesr*x EpDwanns, D. D. 
Pres. of Andover Thﬀol. Som. 
Lzoxany Woops, D. D. 
Mdbot Pref. of Chriet. Theol. 
Moszs Srranr, &T 
Anrnociate Prof. of Sacred Lit 
© Raten Exznsox, D. B, 
Brown Pref. of Ecol. Hut. 
B. B. Eowanps, 
Pref. of Hebrew Lang. and Li. 
Epwannrs A. Pans, 
Bartlet Prof. of Sac. Rhet. 


From Rev. Dr. A. Wylie, President of Indiana College, (of the Azszociate 
Reformed Church.) 


"Rev. axD Dran Sin t— 


Your cireular of the 15th ult. I have just received. Your * Appeal” 
1 had read some time ago, and last night read it again «till more at- 
tentively ; and I know not how to exprem with eufficient energy the 
satisfaction it gave me. Its truly christian spirit met « cordial response 
in every fibre of my heart. I accord with the sentiments expreaned by 
the testimonial of Dr. Knox; would like to find #ome stronger 
terms prose can whereby to expreas my aense of the 
my detestation of the spint and 


"my" 


Wo have read with interomted_atontion, your « Appeal to the 
American Churches,” in behalf of *Christian Union,” and take pleasure 
in expreming our cordial azsent to the scriptural arguments which it 
adduces, and our carnest wishes for the momentous object which it is 
deaigned to pramote. We do not believe that there is a minister of our 
own denomination in the land, who would not hail with thankfulness, 
- the accomplistiment of that object on just and truly catholic principles. 
The eettlement of such principles forms the chief difficulty. We shall 
rejoice to see this removed, and Christians of every name united in 
affection, and acting in concert. 

Although we cannot pledge ourselves to the adoption of a new creed, 
or the prosccution of any plan not of the most general] and scriptural 


character, we think that the publication of your very able-essay will be ' 


useful in pregenting the whole subyect to the notice of our countrymen, 
and diffuzing much light on some of the points involved in it. 
We are, very respectfully, 
Your fyends and brethren, 
Purtte F, Marzz, D. D 
Paztor of 8t. John's Church, Phila. 
Caas. R. Dre, D. D. 


Prevident of the Evangelical Lutheran * Synod of Pennaylvania,”" _ 
Zion's and St. Michal” s Church. 
STzruzs A. MxzaLr, 


Paator of St. Matthew's Church. 


G. A. Rurcaanr, 
Azzoctats Paztor of Zion's and St. Michael” s Church, Phila. 


From Rev. Dr. Ludlow, (of the Reformed Dutch Church,) Provost, and 
Rev. Dr. Wylie, (of the Reformed Presbyterian Church,) Professor of 


Languages, in the Univerzity of Pennsylvania. 
University of Pennsylvania, Feb. 13th, 1839, 
Rzy. ax» Dzan Sri— 

We, the undersigned, have received and read with great interest, your 
« Appeal to the Churches.” We cannot too much admire the spirit 
which pervades it, and the end which it has in view. We deeply 
deplore the divigions and diatractions in the church of Christ, and ar- 
dently long for the day when the watchmen hall see eye to eye. With 
all our devire to hasten such an event, we are, however, not prepared to 
expreas a decided opinion upot the planyhich you propose. Yet great 
good will anquestionably recult in keeping this object distinctly before 
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good cause will be attended with the most happy 
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the church, and'we eincerely hope that your chrietian labours in the 
results. 
Yours, affectionately, in the gospel, 
Joux Loevrow, 
Sawornr B, Wruam. 


= 
Extract of a letter from Rev. J. C. Owen, Principal of « Cormelius Insti- 
tute,” New York, accompanying a number of signatures to Dr. J , 


recommendation. , 4 
New York, Nov. 16, 1839. 


Rzy. xa%D Dzan Sin :— : 

I hereby send you the preceding recommendation %o your truly valua- 
ble work on christian union. More names would have been added at 
our mecting, but many of the brethren have not yet perused the work 
with that attention which would, in their extimation, warrant their 
adding their names to z recommendation. I have not heard one speak 
unfavourably of it. LI hope the Lord will «mile upon your truly chris- 
tian efforts to bring about that christian union which the genius of the 
gospel, and the advancement of true religion demand. 

Yours, in the bonds of the gospel, 

Journ 4, Owrx. 
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Rev. 5. &. Schomncker, D. D. of the Evangelical Lutheran church, 
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4 PROPOSALS BY THE AUTHOR. 


IT is the design of the writer to annex to eucceeding editions of this 
little work, which is stereotyped for more general circulation, a progres- 
sIve catalogue of signatures, and he hereby invites ministers of all ortho- 
dox denominations, who approve of the plan, and are willing that the 
influence of their names should aid in advancing this noble cause, to 


forward their signatures, by letter, pos! paid, to the author, adding thei 


official designation in full, to prevent mistakes. 
In advancing this cause, the active cooperation of the benevolent and 


| bberal-minded in all denominations is invited. If the principles of the 


plan are truly apostolic, it is desirable that every minister in the land 
8hould have a copy. Some copies will be bound in pamphlet form for 
distribution by mail. The writer has distributed « largo number at his 
own expense, and he is willing to take the trouble to have any number 
of copies distributed by mail under his own eye, furnishing the copies at 
cost, and his actual iture in having them put up for the mail. 
Donations are therefore invited, to be expended entirely in_ gratuitous 
distribution of the Plea to such persons whose names and poetoſſice 
address may be furnished by the donor; or, if none are named, to #uch 
ministers and influential laymen throughout the land, «s the author may 


judge most advantageous.to the cause. 
For ten dollars the author will distribute between forty and fifty 


pamphlet copies, which would supply all the ministers in some presby- 


teries. Thousands of copies might thus be distributed by mail to the 
leading minds of otr land. © _ 

Will not some friend of union, in each ecclesiastical body, farniah the 
means to supply the ministers or elders of his presbytery, or convention, 
or conference, or synod ! or the candidates for the ministry in theologicsl 
8eminaries, 0r in colleges ! 

The printed minutes of ecclesiastical bodies, or catalogues of semina- 
ries pr colleges, often contain the full addreas of their members, and if 
forwarded with the donation, will serve as a directory for the distribution. 
| to be distributed from this place by mail, must be procured 
and cannot be furnished by the author. 

As to the adoption of the plan by individual denominations, the 
duty and the glory of that is left to the leading minds and active 
of the Redeemer in each, Will they not speedily come to the 
help of the Lord, by stepping forth in behalf of the plan, forming volun- 
tary associations of its friends, and bringing it before their several judi- 
catories for discussion ? 

GzTTYSBURG, PA., March 26, 1839, 
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